27th Sunday 4/10/20

Scripture : Isaiah 5:1-7 Psalm80 Phillipians4:6-9 Matthew 21:33-43

On the first day of my Japanese language school I learnt the words “Thank you®. I
think it is the most important expression in the whole language! It is normal
etiquette. It is the kind reply to someone who has given us something, or done
something for us. Ingratitude is so cold and inhuman. Expressing gratitude to people
is vital for harmony between people. But do we forget to say “Thank you” to God for all
he has given, and done for us? Prayer of gratitude is important.

In today’s Isaiah reading(5:1-7), and in the Gospel(Matt.21:33-43) the land-owner
trusted his tenants with vineyard. There was no gratitude. The tenants, full of greed
and self-centeredness, had evil plans to own(pusess) the vineyard themselves. They
killed the owners agents, even killing the owner’s son. The parable tells how Jesus
himself was ungratefully treated. Let us apply the parable to ourselves today. Do we
realize how God our father generously sent us his Son? And how the Son Jesus opened
the gates of Heaven, life’s goal. This week let us spend time in gratitude to God for his
gifts to us.

Then after our prayer of gratitude let us give God all our requests. We all have
anxieties, worries, pains, needs. St Paul in today’s reading(Phil.4:6-9)tells us: “Do not
worry, but with thankful hearts offer up your requests to God. Then because you
belong to Christ Jesus. God will give you peace.”

The root cause of worry is our lack of trust in our kind God who always turns his ear
to our requests. Sometimes, in God’s wisdom and love, we receive a different gift from
the one requested. Our prayer is never, never wasted. So thank God, and give him our
requests.

P.S. On Sunday the Shin-koyasu Community calls to mind St Therese of Lixieux.
She is our patron saint of this church. Let us try to walk the way of life doing ordinary,

little things well, and with Christ.
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28th Sunday 11/10/20

Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:12-20; Matthew 22:1-10

Jesus send us an invitation at our Baptism: “Let us have a joyful meal together.” We
are utterly free to reply. We can say: “Yes, I will be delighted to eat with you.” Or: “I am
busy and cannot go.” Or we can just ignore the invitation. (The invitation from Jesus is
sent out to us again and again throughout our lives. If we are baptized as children we
are invited again as an adult)

Have you noticed how many times meals are mentioned in the Bible- banquet, supper,
feast, meal etc. In the Bible these words have a deep symbolic meaning. That is, enjoying
a joyful meeting with God- and each other. This companionship is totally enjoyed in
Heaven, but we can have a foretaste here on earth. Jesus, our God, will “wipe away
every tear” (Isaiah 25:8). How consoling! How wonderful! And ALL are invited, good and
bad people too! Matt. 22:9). THIS INVITATION is A GRACIOUS GIFT FROM GOD. It
cannot be earned. The priests and elders in Jesus’time thought they had a right to God’s
love and gifts, and non-Jews were not invited. But as Jesus says in the parable: “Invite
to the feast whomever you find” (Matt. 22:9). That is, you and me!

We Christians are truly blessed! We know clearly about God’s invitation to intimacy.
But everyone is invited in some way that only God knows. God loves every single
individual in the world.

Our Mass is a meal. That is, our Mass is a special time of joyful intimacy with our
gentle God. Jesu gives us the Eucharist. This is food for the soul, to strengthen us as we
walk the path of life. As St. Paul says: “I can do all things in Jesus who strengthens me”
(Phil. 4:13)

Intimacy with God is a wonderful gift. All our thirsts of heart are quenched, and our
longings are satisfied. We taste peace.

Let us pray for a realization of the meaning of God’s invitation to his joyful banquet
of love and intimacy. “O Lord! Show me your love. Hide not your face from me. I put my
trust in you.” (Psalm 143)

Those who are invited to the meal with Jesus are truly blessed.

P.S. Verses 11-14 are a different parable. The wedding garment was so easy to prepare.
Eg. Just wash one’s everyday clothes! Not to do so would be a deliberate insult to the

King!
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29th Sunday 18/10/20

Scripture: Isaiah 45:1-6; Psalm 96; 1 Thess. 1:1-5; Mattew 22:15-21

Jesus praised the Roman centurion and the mother from Tyre. Both were not followers
of the Jewish religion. And in today’s 1st reading(Isaiah) the pagan ruler of Babylon
King Cyrus is praised. At the time of Isaiah the Jewish people had been in exile for 49
years. (587BC-538BC) The new King Cyrus set them free, helped them to return safely
to Jerusalem and even gave money to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. God says to
Cyrus: “You did not know me, but I was your strength.” (Isaiah45:5)

The message for us today is this:God loves every single human being, even though
they do not know or honour God. We Christians who do know the true God, and God’s
love for us as we are, are requeted to share God’s love with others. We work and pray
that others will come to know God and taste his love and peace. (Today is ‘Mission
Sunday’)

In the Gosple we see the Pharasees and Herodians united to trap Jesus. They were
polited enemies. Pharasees were anti-Rome and the occupation army; the Herodians
were pro-Rome and emperor. In use of that time was a special Roman tax-coin with an
engraving of the Roman emperor upon it. They tested Jesus with a trick question. “Is it
lawful for a good Jew to use this coin to pay the Roman tax?” Jesus gives a wonderful
answer: “Give to Caesar (ie the Goverment) what belongs to Caesar, and give to God
what belongs to God.” (Mattew 22:21)

Today Jesus’ words tell us that a good Christian is a loyal citizen of a country that
promotes justice and peace for all citizens.

In the second reading (1 Thess. 1:2) Paul says: “We always pray for you.” Do we
selfishly just pray for ourselves? Do we pray for others? Do we as good citizens pray for
Japan? Paul asks us: “Do we pray for Kings (ie the government) and others in power, so
that we can live quiet and peaceful lives. This kind of prayer pleases God who wants

everyone to be saved.” (1 Timothy 2:2-4) Let us share our gifts.



FRE29FEH HAEHDOA 2020F 10 A4 18 H

TRBOVF VR MERELRVERRE—EHTSELDTY
BE: 4y 45:1-6; FE 96, 1 7HO=41:1-5; T4 41 22:15-21

AIXRIE, A—TADEAERECT A OXRDOBHREHELELZ, ZAEHITVHSE
TlEHYFELA, FL-SEHBOE—BZE (1 FV) TE. NEQOVOEHZFEDNE - ¥20RX
PMEBINTVWET, 1 FVYOBR., 24 VAT 49 ERTHIKET L ($EThl 538-587
F) FLOVEF2ARFAFVYAZHEBRL, REICTILYLLIZRNS L SITL., E6IC
PEFHLINYLAICHBERERIEEL #HIEF20XICEVEL, IHhfizLIEH
BizI2hE5Z1E=M, HiEEFM5EIDTz] (£ H 45:5)

SHOMIZEADA Vv E—VERDEBY TY, kI, EAMBKRENLOTROD
ENELTH, ABUVEYVDEYEBLTUVET, AEO@MEZHY., TEHYDEFFED
HBRZELTNBILEEZMo>TWLWEADhILIbX )R MEEIX, HEEOEZHMDOAES
MEEICEMROOENTVET, DAL BEREZMYBLEMZERDLS LSI2EDHO
2. bf-Lf=bld@Er>TVEFI. (SHEFEHAEHDHETT)

BEETEHIZ7IVHAREANOTIRMEAE LA IRZEICIEO LS ELTVET, ES
FEMTEFMHETMGHTLEZ, 727 UHSRIEIRE—Y, R&EBETLz, —A~BT
RISBEO—<, HEFTLz, EFOEBENZFENATVLSEFNGEO—<DOHEAIML >
AW, 5loMITPBEBZELTAIREZHALEL ., [EFICHREZMDHIDIL. FEITH
BOoTWADTLEIMN] & A TRELEFKEZZAZRLFELE, TEFDLHDIEET (K
FF) 12, #O3LDIEHITIRLEIL] (24 22:21)

SHODAMIANEEE. BEFXF VR MEBREZRLFMEZED-DICHLEDLIERK
TRTHIEEZHAFET,

FZHB (1 7HO0=41:2) T/AYOEFEVET, MhizLizblEWo3 Hifhif:
DZEFEFH>TUVET I HEzLEBIERENICESOZELMMISHELDTL LS M,
DADE=HIZHF-L>TWEHTL LD, BETRELTHARDEZDHIZHLOTWLSTL LD
Mo NOOFBAWLNTET, ELBPITRTOEEDOHICE S SIFHREIL, =L
ENEICEDEREERS. FRTELFEVEFEZZEDL-OTT, hik, HizLizb
DHNETHLHOMEFNBLNIETHY., BEENS I ETT.l U T4ET2:24)

DEYMEINEEVEL LS,



30th Sunday 25/10/20

Scripture : Exodus 22:20-26 ; Psalm 18 ; Thessalonians1:5-10 ; Matthew22:34-40

The sign-post(that is, commandment) for the Way of Jesus is simple. That sign-post
1s: “Love God. Love yourself. Love your neighbour.”

But what does Jesus mean when he uses the word “love”. In recent times this word is
used cheaply. eg. I love sweet food!

When Jesus says: “Love God”, the meaning is to realize the unconditional, as-we-are
love of God, then reply to this great love.

“Love yourself” is vitally important. We cannot love God, or love our neighbour unless
we love ourselves as-we-are. Low self image, self-hate, comparing self to others, having
a grudge, having a non-forgiving heart-that is, not loving and accepting one’s self as-we-
are, this is a barrier that hinders loving God and others.

“Love your neighbour” — here “love” does not mean having a nice feeling toward a
person. To love neighbour in the way Jesus means, 1s to accept that person as-he/she-is.
That person may be not good. Or that person has hurt me, or I just do not get along with
that person. He/she annoys me. But in spite of those feelings of antipathy, Jesus asks
us to accept them as-they-are —that is love. Jesus even says: “Love your enemies.” Of
course 1t 1s impossible to have a nice, cosy feeling for someone who has said rumours
belind my back, and has hurt me. Jesus asks us to accept them as-they-are, and pray
for them.

Is this kind of love possible for us weak humans?! No, no, no, it is impossible. Let us
admit that we are helpless and ask Jesus to give us the strength to treat people as he
treats people — with welcome, kindness, thoughtfulness and always accepting every

person as he/she is. That is love. Let us be instruments of Christ’s love to all we meet.
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