All Saints 1/11/20

Scripture Revelation7:2-14 ;Psalm24 ;1John3:1-3; Matthew5:1-12

This Sunday is a special celebration day called “All Saints”. We rejoice with every
person who has reached Heaven and is with God in happiness (The Church calls these
people ‘saints). A very ancient prayer that we use in our Mass even today is this:
“Remember our brothers and sisters who have died with the hope of Resurrection(that
is, Christians) and everyone who has died (that is, non-Christians). Take them all into
the light of your presence”. There is one God, and one Heaven. Not Gokuraku and
Tengoku are separate places! There are various paths to Heaven.

Today in this feast-day we thank God for our parents if dead, ancestors, friends and
relations who are in Heaven. They give us courage and encouragement; they remind
us too, that our life’s destination is Heaven.

We may ask how a Christian is different from a non-Christian. A Christian knows
definitely that he/she is loved by God. God gives us this wonderful gift, not to be elite,
but to share this love with others and so give his/her society a taste of love. We are no
above non-Christians, we are for them.

In the Creed at Mass we proclaim that we believe in the ‘Communion of saints’. In
the Mass for the Dead we pray : "Death is not the end, nor does death cut off
connection with those who have died.” In other words, the dead are still alive-we call
them ”all saints”. In the concrete, we can still talk to them-they are close and alive. We
can thank them; ask them to pray for us. If we have hurt them while alive, we can now
say ‘sorry’; if they have hurt us, we can forgive and be reconciled. This feast of “All
Saints” is full of encouragement, consolation and if necessary reconciliation which
gives us peace of heart. Let us walk with hope on the road to heaven. Let us by

showing love help many others to arrive safely in heaven with us.
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32nd Sunday 8/11/20

Scripture: Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 63; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13

In today’s Gospel Jesus gives us a gentle warning. This warning is the same as the
Boy Scout motto: Be prepared-always.

Prepared for what? For our final arrival at our life’s destination, that is, Heaven.

If a student who is due to take his university entrance exam delays study until the
day before the exam, we call him foolish.

Does a marathon runner put off practice until the day before the race? When a
powerful typhoon is destined to hit our area, do we put off protection of our home until
the first wind hits us?

Jesus asks us today: “Are you putting off your life’s work of preparing to enter
Heaven until a later time?”

Today’s parable had a message for the people of that ancient time and for the Jews
of that era. But there is a wider meaning for our time today, and for us wherever we
are.

Jesus uses a scene from the wedding practice of his time. Young women waited at
the bride’s house to welcome the groom. He was often long delayed at his own father’s
home. Sometimes it was dark, and oil lamps were needed. In the parable 20 young
women waited. All 20 went to sleep! Suddenly it was announced: “The groom is on his
way.” 10 girls discover that oil for their lamps has all been used up. Their lamps have
gone out! They were NOT prepared. 10 girls have extra oil- they are prepared.

Let us consider the message of the parable for us today. The ‘lamp’is our
relationship with God who gives light to our everyday lives. This lamp needs oil. The
‘o1’ that keeps this vital relationship with God alive with light is (Dreading the Bible
which tells us about this relationship; @prayer which deepens the relationship; and
(@kindness to others which makes intimacy with God concrete.

The parable tells us that we cannot borrow from another person our personal
scripture reading, prayer and kindness to others. We should not leave buying such ‘oil’
until the last minute. Let us act NOW. Be prepared always.

The 10 maidens slept well because they were prepared. They were not kept awake
with worry.

Are you worried when you think of dying? This worry will disappear by living your
daily busy life as usual, but inserting into it some time for prayer, scripture and
kindness. Your life will have meaning and taste.

That way of living is “resplendent and unfading wisdom” (Wisdom 6:12). With such
wise way of living we shall “quickly be free from care” (Wisdom 6:15)

Let us pray: O Lord, I thirst for you (Psalm 63). Please give me the wisdom to
realize the true purpose of my life here on earth. And may I always share this wisdom
with others.
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BIBLE WEEK 33rd Sunday 15/11/20

Scripture: Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 128; Matthew 25:14-30

Today’s Gospel tells us about the wonderful generosity of God, our creator. In a
parable, there is usually a point which is totally surprising. In Jesus’ time a ‘talent’
was an amount of gold worth 20 years of wages! A ‘talent’ was a very great treasure.

In the parable the master trusts his servants with treasure. To one servant, he
entrusts 5 talents-treasure; to another servant 2 talents-treasure; to another one. God
entrust treasure to us. God gives to each one of us special gifts. These are treasures!

Some people are given big, beautiful gifts. That is, 5 talents. For example, skilled
musicians, artists, potters, sculptors. They use these great gifts from God for the sake
of other people. Some people, like us, are ordinary people — we receive 2 or 1 talent!
But they are still wonderful gifts. God is generous. How do we use our gift, our
treasure, our talent? One of the saddest lines in the Bible is: “The man who received
one talent dug a hole in the ground and buried his master’s money” The challenge
Jesus gives us in this parable i1s: “Does the one talent — treasure man apply to me?”
The 1st scripture reading from Proverbs depicts a wife (of 2,700 years ago) whose
treasure was her ability to sew clothes. Some people are clever in the head; others are
skilled with their hands. Some people can talk well; but others are good at listening.
Some have a friendly smile. In my kindergarten in N.Z. we have a boy with water on
the brain. His quite talent was to cause us to be gentle to those who suffer.

We all without exception have been given some treasure talent by God. Do not
compare yourself to others. Decide in the concreate what your talent — treasure is.
Then thank God for it, because it is God who gives us this gift. And let us share our

talent — treasure with others. That is why God gave it to us.
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CHRIST OUR KING 22/11/20

Scripture : Ezekiel 34:11-17 ; Psalm 23 ; 1Cor.15:20-28 ; Matthew 5:31-46

One time Jesus was asked a question, and the answer is the most important in the
whole world! The question was: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus’ answer
was: “Love God with your total heart; and your neighbour as much as you love yourself.
“Then the man who made the question, asks another question. “Who is my neighbour,
and how do I love him.” In Luke’s Gospel the answer Jusus gives is the Parable of the
Good Samaritan. (Luke 10:25). That is, anyone I meet in any way, is my neighbour. In
today’s Gospel (Matt:25) Jesus gives 6 concrete examples of who is my neighbour, and
the way to love that neighbour. They are 6 gentle signposts to inherit eternal life.
Scripture scholars emphasize that they are NOT rules of a strict judge. These 6
signposts come from the gentle Jesus who is the Shepherd who knows each sheep by
name, and understands their frailities, and loves them (Ezekiel 34 and Psalm 23 of
today’s Mass).

These 6 signposts are (Ddonate food to people who are starving @give drinkable
water to people without water @)give a warm welcome to the stranger and immigrant
@give clothes to those who are cold and poorly clad ®visit people who are sick and
lonely (®visit those people in actual prison, or shut-in in their heart. When we do these
acts, we are actually doing them to Jesus himself.

Saint Martin of Tours, France(319-397) was a Christian in the Roman army as a
conscript. One day in winter he met a homeless man shivering in the cold weather.
Martin cut his soldier’s cloak in half with his sword and gave it to the beggar. That night
he had a dream depicting Jesus in Heaven wearing half a soldier’s cloak. Jesus gives us
6 ways to inherit eternal life. Therefore putting them into practice is vitally important

for each of us.
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1st Sunday ADVENT year B 29/11/20

Scripture: Isaiah 63:16-64:2-7 Psalm80 1Cor.1:3-9 Mark13:33-37

We use the word “God” very often. In this Sunday’s readings we
consider what that word means. Such consideration is important for both
our prayer and also the way we live every day.

1. ”Oh God you are our Father’(Isaiah63:16) Jesus, in fact, uses the
word a small child calls his father, that is “Abba”. This title emphasizes
that our God is not only a gentle, concerned father, but also that we are
God’s loved children. God our Father knows each of us as his special child;
understands our fraility and forgives us. Our God is full of mercy.

2. God is our Redeemer. A redeemer is one who pays a ransom to give
a person freedom. Jesus paid the ransom of his life to give us happiness
and peace. Jesus’ death on the Cross opened the gate of Heaven for us.

3. God is like a Potter and we the clay(Isaiah64:7). God the Potter has
gentle hands, proud of his work, but realizes that we are easily broken.

4. God is our Shepherd(Psalm80). Jesus says: “I call each sheep by
name.” Jesus, our God, guards and guides us. Jesus loves us and looks for
us when lost.

5. God is Keeper of his Vineyard. As keeper God cares for the
vines(that is, us!), gives them nourishment to produce fruits, and defends
them. The Potter, the Shepherd, the Vine-keeper are parables full of
meaning.

6. St. Paul(1 Cor1:3-9)tells us that our God is generous and pours out
gifts to us. Let us trust our generous, merciful God. With trust we will be
kept firm to the end of our lives, and so enter Heaven.

7. God is faithful(1 Cor3:9). At Baptism God make a solemn promise
to us: “You are my child, I will be with you always and guard you”. Being
“faithful” means that God will always keep this promise. If we forget God
or stray from God, God himself will still keep his promise.

In the Gospel Jesus tells us 3 times: ”Stay awake”. This means, never
forget God’s gentle kindness and keep making our relationship with God
ever stronger. And share God’s love with others.
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