2nd Sunday ADVENT year B 6/12/20

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85; Mark 1:1-8

The corona virus infection numbers are increasing again! When will this
danger stop! We are restricted, many are down-hearted. There is a sense
of anxiety in all Japan. That state is similar to the people to whom God
speaks, though Isaiah in the first reading when they were captives in
Babylon. God gives these down-hearted people HOPE. God, though
today’s liturgy, gives us the same message of HOPE. Hope is an Advent
theme.

The key word in Sunday’s liturgy is path (i.e. way or road). This was a
very special word for early Christians. At Baptism they entered the Way
of Jesus (or Christ’s way). That is, these early Christians saw themselves
as walking the road of life with the Risen Jesus himself. Let us take this
way of thinking into our own daily life. We are never, never walking alone.
Jesus always walks with us. Jesus is our fellow traveler. Taste that word
often. This is the source of our hope. Jesus says: “I am the Way” (John
14:6); and also: “I will never leave or desert you” (Heb. 13:5). Such hope!
The first line of Mark’s Gospel today has: “the Gospel of Jesus Christ”.
We use the word “Gospel” so often that we tend to forget its deep meaning,
1.e. “the joyful news”. The message is always new, and always joyful. The
message 1s: ‘God loves unconditionally every one of us.’ That is the
foundation of our hope. God loves me, God cares for me, so I can leave the
future in God’s hands. The virtue of hope is connected to our future path
in life. Our God says in a living voice: “Fear not! I call you by name. You
are precious in my eyes and I love you. Fear not because I am with you
(Isaiah 43:1-5). Even if we meet suffering, Jesus is at our side to give us
help, strength and courage. The Risen Lord Jesus walks the path of life
beside us. Jesus is our fellow traveler. So we have hope. Let us be
instruments of this hope for others.

P.S. I saw these words on a calendar from the Catholic Pieta Sisters and I
think it 1s important for us in this corona crisis.
“Let us accept, support, encourage --- here and now”.
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3rd Sunday ADVENT year B 13/12/20

Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-11; Luke 1:46-55; Thess. 5:16-24; John 1:6-28

Jesus took words out of ordinary conversation and gave these words a
far deeper spiritual meaning. For example: Father, love, peace, patience --
- and JOY. In this Sunday’s liturgy the word oy’ is used 13 times. In the
Bible the word oy’ has a special, deep spiritual meaning.

Worldly people will ask: How can we have joy in the middle of this
corona-virus pandemic? On Friday there were 285 infections in Kanagawa,
595 in Tokyo (602 a record on Thursday). In Japan 2,553 died from the
virus. There 1s a dark cloud over all Japan! There is fear of infection.
What is this joy of the Bible?

TV commercials tell us we will taste joy if we take these supplement
medicines, or eat this particular food, or use this brand of cosmetics!

The joy of the Bible has a far, far deeper meaning. Bible joy goes right
into our heart. Here are the steps to taste this joy.

(DThe joy of the Bible is a pure gift of the Holly Sprit. Our God generously
gives this heavenly present to us and asks us to co-operate.

@Let us acknowledge our weakness and ask God to give us his gift of joy.
(@ Self-centeredness stops joy coming into our hearts. Forget self and have
thoughtfulness for other. In consoling another, joy comes to the giver.
(@Ponder the beauties of nature-God creates such beauty to give us joy. At
least ponder one flower-from seed it becomes beautiful. Wonderful!
(®Ponder also the good points of others. Thank God for gifting those
people. Just thank! Do not compare with yourself or be envious.

®This is the most important point. Face God in prayer, and realize that
God loves you yourself as you are with unconditional love. Whether we are
fervent or lax, God loves each person with 100% love. God’s love is shown
to us in many ways. Especially when we meet suffering Jesus, our God, is
close to us, Jesus gives support, courage and endurance. We are never
alone. So we can experience Bible joy even in suffering. This seems
contradictory but is true.
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4th Sunday ADVENT year B 20/12/20

Scripture : 2 Samuel 7:1-16 ; Psalm 89 ; Romans16:25-27 ; Lukel:26-38

We are now living in a strange, worrying atmosphere. The infections from
the corona-virus are increasing. Where is our God in all this turmoil and
worry? The answer to this most important question is in today’s Scripture
readings. Jesus has never promised to take away all sufferings. But Jesus
has solemnly promised to be with us when we suffer. At this time of
corona we need encouragement!

In the 1st. reading (2 Sam.7:9 ) God says to David: “I am with you ...I
have been with you wherever you went.” In Psalm 89 we hear God say to
us: “My hand is always with you.” And in the Gospel God’s messenger says
to Mary: “The Lord is with you.” The last words Jesus spoke on earth: “I
will be with you always.”

These promises of God to be always at the side of these famous people are
also made to us ordinary people.

Our God 1s NOT far away in the sky. Our God is not distant, not
disinterested in us. To clearly show that our God is loving, easily
approachable, caring, and close to us humans, became human himself.

Pope Francis writes this message to us: “Christ loves you...and now he 1s
living at your side every day to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”
(Evangelii Gaudium #164). Let us deeply ponder these encouraging words.

God himself accepted the same humanity as us so that he could be close
to us, and share our joys and sorrows. That is the true meaning of
Christmas. Here we see a baby in a feed box. — this 1is God experiencing
actual humanity. Jesus our God 1s truly with us today as we experience
the isolation, loneliness, inconvenience and worry of this corona-era. The
message from God in a living voice to each of us this season 1s: “Fear not! I
am with you.” This is genuine consolation, and encouragement. “With you”
1s a very, very important small word!
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CHRISTMAS year B 25/12/20

Scripture: Isaiah9:1-6 Psalm96 Titos2:11-14 Luke2:1-14

In the middle of this corona crisis when our atmosphere is sad, dull and
lonely, we need encouragement. God, through today’s readings gives us
this encouragement. “I proclaim good news of great joy”(Luke2:10). In this
corona-era of dark time when travelling and visiting is restricted we need
a ray of consoling light. “These who dwell in the land of gloom a light is
shining”(Isaiah9:1)

God does not promise to abolish suffering or a virus. God does promise
to give us support, courage and strength when we do meet suffering. In a
word, God solemnly promises to give us peace of heart.

God concretely shows us that he loves us and cares for us in our human
suffering. God himself, put aside his power and glory, came down from
Heaven and became like us, a true human being. That is the meaning of
birth of the Lord. Jesus Christ, our God is the source of peace of heart for
us. “On earth peace to those on whom his favor rests”(Luke2:14). Let us go
to Jesus to taste peace.

On our life’s journey Jesus is our fellow traveller. We are never alone. If
in this corona-era you may feel lonely remember Jesus’ words: “I am with
you always.” This is the real meaning of Jesus’ birth.

Pope Francis write this consoling words to all of us:”Jesus Christ loves
you. He gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every
day to enlighten, strengthen and free you”(Joy of the Gospel#164). Let us
slowly, very slowly, ponder those words.

During his life on earth Jesus showed us the heart of God toward us
humans. Jesus our risen Lord has the same gentle heart for us today. Let
us go to Jesus in prayer and ask his compassion.

Let us share this peace, consolation and strength with others.
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Holy Family year B 27/12/20

Scripture: Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 105; Hebrews 11:8-19; Luke 2:22-40

The corona-virus is like a dark, heavy fog that envelops us. Infections
have risen to an alarming level. Where is our God in all this corona
turmoil? There is much anxiety and loneliness.

God does not promise to take suffering (or a virus) away. But God does
promise to be beside us, to strengthen and protect us when we meet
suffering. Let us hold on tightly to God’s promise. We need to trust God.
In the Bible Abraham is given to us as a model of trust in God’s promise.
Abraham was asked by God to leave his secure home in a town, and
become a nomad in the desert. God said: “Fear not Abraham! I am your
shield.” (A shield is protective armour, so God’s words mean: “I will protect
you.”) Abraham put his trust in God and set off not knowing his
destination (Hebrews 11:8).

We do not know what will happen to us in the future. But at our Baptism,
God makes a solemn promise (through the Church): “Fear not because I
am with you. I will protect you.”

To put our trust in this promise we need help. Like Simeon in the Gospel
let us be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Mary the mother of
Jesus too was told that she would meet suffering. Mary trusted; she
prayed her Psalms. “The care of God is always with us, and I live my
whole life in that care” (Psalm 139).

In his earthly life Jesus felt the sufferings of others deeply in his heart.
Our God is the same today to us. Our God Jesus, has compassion. Let us
go to Jesus in prayer asking him to keep our families safe, especially in
this corona crisis.
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