EPIPHANY year B 3/1/21

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Ephesians 3:2-6; Matthew 2:1-12

The corona virus is a thick cloud around us. But in today’s Scripture God
gives us hope and encouragement. “Darkness surrounds the nations, but
upon you the Load gives light.” (Isaiah 60:2)

At the birth of Jesus the shepherds came to the stable to adore him. The
shepherds represented people of the Jewish religion. Later, from the east,
came 3 wise men to adore Jesus. These men represented the pagan nations.
That is, they represented you and me. The peace, salvation and gifts from
Jesus are for all nations.

The 3 wise men had a deep yearning to meet the One who could give
meaning to life’s  journey. God gave them a star to guide them to Jesus.
At the beginning of this year, and in the middle of the corona virus infection,
look deeply into your heart. You will find a strong desire for peace,
happiness and meaning to life. Such a yearning is part of being human.
Only God can satisfy this yearning of the human heart. We can smother
this yearning by being too busy, or by concentrating on material goods,
personal pleasure, or success. In other words we lose our way!

God gives us a guiding star. That is Jesus himself and his teaching. Jesus
says: “I am the way.” Jesus is our fellow traveler. Let us go to Jesus in prayer.
In your own words tell Jesus about the yearning of your heart, and tell him
your problems.

Just as the 3 wise men did, take a present to offer to Jesus. In place of
gold, let us offer the gift of kindness to someone who is lonely in this corona
virus crisis. In place of frankincense, let us show forgiveness towards
someone against whom we have a grudge. In place of myrrh tell someone
that he/she did something well and thank them for it. Thank God for the
gift of faith and let us share this great gift with others.
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Baptism of JESUS year B 10/1/21

Scripture : Isaiah 55:1-11 ; Isaiah 12:2-5 ; 1Epistle of John5:14-21 ;
Mark1:7-11

A state of emergency has been declared again! Corona infections in
Tokyo exceed 2000 a day, and 800 in Kanagawa. A heavy, black cloud
covers us. When will this crisis end?! Where is our God?!!

We are getting discouraged, lonely, fearful and very tired! Our God sees
us and is beside us to give us support. Through the Bible readings today
God speaks to us in a living voice. (Remember, words of the Bible always
have an eternal present tense. That is, words of God said in ancient times
are repeated to us today in a living voice). God says to us in this corona-
crisis: “All you who are thirsty, come to the water...why spend your money
on what fails to satisfy...Seek the Lord while he may be found, call on him
while he is near” (Isaiah 55:1&6) These words eco the words of Jesus to
us: “Come to me you who are tired and carrying heavy burdens. I will
refresh you.” (Matt. 11:28)

I appeal to you, as your priest in this crisis time, to go to our God Jesus,
and ask him to help you, your family and friends, the people of Yokohama
and all Japan. Jesus is near to you in your own home, especially in the
isolation of the state of emergency. In the words of today’s psalm: “God 1s
my strength.” Please have a thirst of the heart to meet Jesus. Jesus is
near, he listens to you. Jesus gives us peace. We need it!

The Gospel has the scene when Jesus gets in the queue and is baptized
by John. John’s baptism was for sinners. Why was Jesus, who was
without sin, baptized? This is a deeply symbolic action. Jesus is telling us
through a deed, that he is with us sinners. Also that Jesus understands
how weak we are. Jesus doe s not condemn — Jesus 1s near, with us,
understanding us. A voice sounds: “You are my beloved child.” (Mark1:11).
Those same words are said to us at our Baptism. We are surrounded in
love by God. Ask God to help you realize the depth of his love. And always
share that love with others.
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3rd Sunday year B 24/1/21
Scripture: Jonah 3:1-15; Psalm25; Mark1:14-20

In the corona-time we can tend to become self-centered ! We have worry
about getting infected ourselves. We can become isolated and think only of
‘me”!

In this atmosphere I suggest that we open our Bibles to the Old
Testament story of Jonah. Read all of the story. It will only take
30minutes. Jonah is short, humorous with gentle sarcasm and has a
message for us today.

Jonah 1s not history. It is a story or parable or fable with a message-a
message from God for you and me today.

Jonah is called by God to go to Nineveh in the east. Jonah objects. “O
God the people of Nineveh are pagans and Sinners. They are not like us!
They do not deserve your compassion!” So, Jonah gets on a boat going
west to Spain (Tarshish) to escape from Hod and not answer his call to be
kind to others. There 1s a violent storm, the ship is in danger! The pagan
sailors pray to their god but Jonah the ‘so called’ fervent Jew is asleep in
his cabin! Jonah tells the pagan sailors that the storm is his fault and
tells them to throw him over-board. At first they refuse, but Jonah insists.
So, Jonah is thrown over-board and is swallowed by a huge fish (a
whale?). After 3 days the fish spits Jonah out on the shore. Jonah goes to
Nineveh. They repent and God gives them forgiveness and compassion.
But Jonah 1is still petulant towards God! Even Jonah’s shady tree dies and
he is left in the heat....... AND HERE THE STORY SUDDENLY ENDS!!
Did Jonah himself humbly ask God’s forgiveness and compassion? We are
not told, because you and I are Jonah. We ourselves are invited to be
embraced by our loving God. We ourselves supply the ending. Do we
believe in God’s love? Am I self-centered and think only of myself? Jesus
calls you and me today.

Let us answer Jesus call and be really happy in this corona storm.
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4th Sunday year B 31/1/21

Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 95; Mark 1:21-28

Did you read all the chapters of Jonah last week? The message from our
God in this beautiful and humorous Old Testament parable is this: Our God
1s not a punishing God. On the contrary, our God understands, and is
patient with our faults. Our loving God constantly repeats his call to return
to him. Our God patiently awaits our return to his love. That is how God
treated Jonah in the parable. It is the kind way God treats us today.

In today’s Gospel this message is continued. We see Jesus beginning to
teach. Jesus’ teaching is the joyful news from Heaven- we call it the Gospel.
In today’s Gospel we read of the reaction of those who heard him. “Here is
a teaching that is new and with authority behind it” Mark 1:27). Jesus’
teaching has authority because it comes from the true God Himself. As the
1st reading has God saying about Christ: “I will put my words into his
mouth and he shall tell all I command him” (Deut. 18:18).

What did Jesus teach? The central core of Jesus’ message is that God loves
each person with unconditional love. That is, God loves good people, and
bad people too, with the same 100% love. The good people know it and
return love.

This unconditional love is expressed in different ways in the Bible. For
example:

D God is love (1John 4:8).

@ God our generous Father welcomes back with joy when we prodigal
children return to his love (Luke 15:11-32).

@ At the last supper Jesus said to each of us “You are my friend” (John
15:15).

@ To express this warm and close relationship between God and us his
children, Jesus called God “Abba” (Mark 14:36; Romans 8:15), “Abba” is
a young child’s word of trust to a Father who loves him.

We are called to communicate, dialog with this loving and caring God.

Just imagine this scene from ordinary life. Imagine that you have a very,
very special best friend. That friend promises: “I will phone you on Friday
in the morning.” On Friday you deliberately or perhaps carelessly do not
answer the phone when it rings! Unthinkable!!

God speaks to us through the Bible. Do we open it? God speaks to us in
prayer. Do we pray?

We speak of ‘the teachings of Jesus’. These teaching are more for the heart
than the head. We are invited to take the teachings into our everyday life
and prayer.

Let us ask ourselves: “Do I really believe that God loves me personally as-
I-am?” “Is Jesus my personal friend? Do I talk to Jesus as my friend with



all my joys and sorrows?”

Do I walk the path of life with Jesus, asking his help as my fellow
traveller?

Let us ponder these truths that have God’s authority. Jesus will bring us
peace in this corona-era that is so full of anxiety. And let us share our hope
and peace with others Jesus invites us to go to him for help. “Come to me
all you are tired and burdened with worries. I will refresh you.” (Matt.
11:28)
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