3rd Sunday LENT year B 7/3/21

Scripture: Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinth. 1:22-25; John 2:13-25

Today let us ponder the meaning of Jesus, a human body, hanging in
torture on the cross. Some people, when they enter a Catholic church,
seeing a crucifix for the first time are not only shocked, but also have a
nasty feeling. Such cruelty!

In today’s 2nd scripture reading St. Paul says: “We preach that Christ
was nailed to a cross ... for the Jews a stumbling block, for the Gentiles
madness... but for us it is Christ as the power and wisdom of God.” (1 Cor.
1:22)

Yes, the suffering on the cross was cruel. Crucifixion was a long most
painful death, only used by the Roman army for big crimes. Jesus was
totally innocent. Jesus accepted this death to save us. Thanks to the
Crucifixion we all have access to God, and the gates of Heaven are opened
for us. So, let us ponder the Love behind this suffering on the cross. Take
your crucifix from your wall or home altar, hold it, look long at this scene
and say to yourself: “Jesus, my God, loves me this much. Jesus gave up
his life for me.”

Endo Shusaku writes: “Because Jesus has experienced human
suffering, he can say: ‘I am with you.” Jesus can face us and say: ‘Look! I
am always beside you when you suffer. I understand your suffering
because I have experienced human suffering myself.” (Life of Christ,
chapter 10) Let us ponder these words — so consoling! These words are so
true! The Risen Load Jesus is always at our side.

The temple was originally built as a secured place of quiet where people
of the Old Testament could meet God and talk to him. But it had become a
noisy market! We in this New Testament era are so blessed, because of
Christ we can talk to God freely in our church, and even in our own
homes. (The Risen Jesus lives beside us) Let us taste his love in prayer.
Let us share that love with others.
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4th Sunday LENT year B 14/3/21

Scripture : 2 Chronicles 36:14-23; Psalm:137; Ephesians2:4-10;
John3:14-21

God loves each one of us as an individual. We are every moment
wrapped around in God’s love-non-stop.

There 1s a story handed down from the 1st-century. The aged apostle St.
John was living in exile on the Greek island of Patmos. Every day his
friends carried him to Mass on a stretcher. John used to give them a
homily. Every day, it was the same theme: “God loves you. God loves you.”
His friends said: “Give us something different.” John answered: “Accept
and believe that with all your heart, and all else on the Way of Jesus will
follow.”

This story has a message and challenge for us 2000 years later. Lent is
a season when we ponder on the basic truth of the Way of Jesus. God
created each one of us (though our parents). After this creation God does
not stand back in the far distance and just watch us. God sent his beloved
Son to be with us in all our human joys, successes, sufferings and failures,
and our loneliness too.

God loves every human being. This includes the very holy people, the
medium people, the fallen away, those who offend him, those who deny his
existence, those who have not heard of his Son nor follow him. All get
100 % love. Our reply to this love can be different — 90%, 80%, 50%, 0%.
But God’s love towards us 1s always 100%. God loves you!

This Lent, and especially during the anxiety of the corona-Virus, ponder
God’s unconditional love towards you yourself. We are never alone!

In the first reading from the Old Testament, 2 Chronicles, we read how
the chosen people rejected God. They relied on their own strength to fight
the Babalonian army. They made treaties with other countries, forgetting
their Covenant with God. They were conquered and sent into exile in
distant Babylon. They finally acknowledged that it was entirely their own
fault — not a punishment from God. Our God is not a punishing God. God
guided the ruler Cyrus and they were set free. Our God is mercy, love and
understands human weekness.

In the 2nd reading (Ephesians 2:4-10) we read: “God loved us with so
much love and was generous with his mercy.” (v.4)

And in today’s Gospel: “God loved the world so much that he gave us his
only Son. “ (v.16)

St. Paul emphasises in todays reading that to realize the depth of God’s
love for each of us, is a pure gift from God.

“Tt is not from anything of your own, but by a gift from God.”(v.8)

This week let us pray that we receive this great gift. It is a gift that puts



a new taste into our everyday lives.
Let us share this gift with others. God is love.
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5th Sunday LENT Year B 21/3/21

Scripture: Jeremiah31:31-34; Psalm57; Hebrews5:7-9; John12:20-33

Let us look at Sunday’s reading of Scripture in order:
1. The first reading, from Jeremiah. The key word is new Covenant. God
took an oath to care for his people in ancient days. We call this the Old
Covenant. It was just for the Jewish nation. In Jeremiah God says he will
make a New Covenant-this oath of caring is for all peoples. Jesus says:
This is my blood of the new Covenant. When we receive Baptism, God,
through the Church,says: “You are my precious and loved child. I will care
for you.” A covenant is a mutual promise: we promise: “My God I trust
you. I give you my life.”
2. Sin weakens our side of the promise. Psalm51 is a beautiful prayer of
repentance. In this Bible prayer, we say to God that we are sorry. But
notice well, the emphasis is not on our sin, but on mercy, kindness,
compassion of God, who understands human weakness. Our God is not a
punishing God. He heals us.
3. the reading from Hebrews tells us how Christ, the God who became a
true human, suffered. The reading has echoes of the Japanese proverb:
‘Suffering makes a jewel of you’
In our experience of suffering or hurts from others, do we get bitter, self-
centered and become full of grudges?! If we quietly ponder the suffering
and betrayal that Jesus experienced, and then unite our sufferings with
Christ, our suffering will teach us compassion and understanding of
others. Because Jesus has experienced human suffering, in a very special
way, Christ is with us.
4. Like these in the Gospel, let us make this prayers. I would like to meet
Jesus.”. Jesus promises ‘eternal life’. This eternal life is not just for after
we die and go to Heaven! Eternal life begins NOW. Jesus died on the
Cross to win for us that eternal life. Thank Jesus. Share his love with
others.
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Passion (Palm) Sunday year B 28//3/21
Scripture: Isaiah50:4-7; Psalm22; Philippians2:6-11; Mark15:1-39

In the last 2 months I have been in hospital 3 times(heart stents). What
1s your experience? When you get sick, or suffer disappointment, or failure,
or get hurt by others, do you feel that Jesus i1s beside you as comfort? My
first reaction(D is this: I definitely do NOT feel the presence of God. I feel
empty, and in my emptiness I cry out: “Oh God! Why? Why? Where are
you?” Ithink that this is the normal human reaction! Mary, when she lost
the 12 years old Jesus for 3 days said to him: “Son, why have you done
such a thing---we have been worried searching for you” (Luke2:48). In today’
s Gospel we see the human Jesus with the same emptiness of heart-this is
a normal human reaction : Jesus cries out on the Cross: “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me” (Mark15:34). Actually Jesus in praying the
1st line of Psalm22,which is today’ s Response Psalm. This Psalm ends in
trust and confidence in God. Then Jesus prayed words from Psalm 31 on
the Cross: “My God, into your hands I give my life” (psalm31:6&16). In
the Bible this trust in God is the second reaction@. From ‘why? Why?' |,
to ‘I trust you, my God. You love me. You know best.” Yes, Jesus is with
us in our suffering. In the Passion reading we see the suffering of Jesus. He
has experienced suffering, so Jesus understands our pain and suffers with
us. In Endo Shusaku’ s ‘Life of Jesus’ he writes:

[Jesus fought against the anxiety of his approaching death. So that
Jesus could become our fellow travellor on our path of life, he had to die a
most cruel death. Jesus had to taste all the sadness and suffering that we
humans taste. If Jesus had not suffered in this way, he could not share our
sadness and suffering. Jesus faces us and speaks: “Look! I am at your side.
Like you, I too have suffered even more than you. I understand your
sadness because I too have experienced suffering”] (Life of Christ,chap.10)

The words of Endo are so biblically based! These words are so practical,
and concrete. These words are spoken to us by Jesus himself in a living
Voice. We need this encouragement in our suffering (The NHK News used
these words: ‘Corona-tiredness’ and ‘Corona-stress’ . So,itis a time
when we greatly need encouragement from Jesus.)

Jesus is the fulfillment of todays 1st Isaiah reading “The Lord has given
me words so that I may know how to reply to the wearied” . (Isaiah50:4)

Jesus says to each of us: “Come to me all you who are tired and suffering-
I will give you rest” (Matt.11:25).

Let us go from our first reaction@ to our second reaction@
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