5th Sunday EASTER year B 2/5/21

Scripture: Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 22; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8

I watch NHK news at 7 pm almost every night. Recently the news has
as 1ts main topic, corona virus infections. The word most commonly used
in the street interviews is “anxiety”. Anxiety and discouragement hang
like a dark cloud over us in Japan. A recent study states that 83% of
Japanese questioned are pessimistic about their future. A cabinet office
says that 25% of people in Japan have considered suicide. The astronaut
Hoshida recently arrived in the space capsule, spoke in front of a big sign
with the one word: “HOPE”. We Christians believe that hope is a gift from
God.

Sunday’s scripture readings prayerfully considered, give us hope.

At the Last Supper, just before Jesus died gave us his last very
important words: “I am the vine: you are the branches.” This is the saying
that might be easily understand in Yamanashi, but in the concrete city
of Yokohama no wine vines are seen! So let us look at the meaning.
Imagine a wine tree trunk with its roots in the soil. The sap flows up the
trunk and into the branches. In spring green leaves appear, then flowers
and in autumn bunches of juicy grapes. Life comes to the branches and
the grapes through the trunk. If a branch cut off from the trunk, it
withers and dies — no hope for it! Jesus gives us life, health, hope and
purpose. Jesus uses 2 words: (Dstay connected to Jesus and @stay in the
home of Jesus. To do this we need to communicate with Jesus. That is let
us talk to Jesus as a friend. Thank Jesus. Ask for help. Pour out your
anxieties and pain. This warm relationship with Jesus gives us hope,
encouragement, friendship.

We need the strength that Jesus gives us, but Jesus asks us share our
blessings with others. Our love is not just talk; there must be action(1
John 3:18). Let us give others hope: say ‘thank you’, give a smile. But not
our own effort. Rely on Jesus. ‘Without his help we can do nothing.’
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6th Sunday EASTER year B 9/5/21

Scripture : Acts 10:25-48; Psalm:98; 1John4:7-10; John 15:9-17

I was in language school learning Kanji. I was happy when I could read a
scroll that said: God 1s Love. This has become the basis of my life — God
loves me as — I — am. Everyone of us, without exception, can say this. In
the second reading today (1 John 4:10), John tells us to emphasize God’s
deep love towards us, rather than our love towards God. In other words,
let us first realize and appreciate that deep love — and then reply to it.

God’s love for each of us is shown because God the Father sent his Son
into our world. And that Son, Jesus, made a sacrifice of his life on the
Cross for each of us. Thanks to Jesus, we can approach God with
confidence. And we can approach Jesus as a friend. Jesus says to each of
us without exception: “You are my friend.” I have deliberately chosen you
to be my friend.” (John 15:15&16)

In the Bible Abraham was called ‘God’s friend.” Moses also: they talked to
God as friend to friend. (Exodus 33:11). In the Gospels Martha, Mary,
Lazarus were friends of Jesus. Jesus cried when his friend Lazarus died.
Consider: our God is moved to tears — such empathy!

St. Augustine writes: “A true friend is someone who knows us thoroughly,
strengths and faults, and still accepts us as we are.”

Some people had close friends as children or in their youth, but that
friendship got weaker as adults, or perhaps the so called friend betrayed
your secrets. Jesus 1s a friend we can trust. We can tell Jesus about the
good things that have happened. And we can pour out our worries and
suffering. Especially in this lonely corona virus time we need a friend like
Jesus. Let us go to Jesus and talk, or even keep silence, with our friend.
“A loyal friend 1s a safe shelter, find one and you have found a treasure. A
loyal friend is like a medicine that keeps you in good health.” (Shirach
6:14-16)
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ASCENSION Year B 16/5/21

Scriptures Acts1-1-11 Psalm 47 Ephesians 4:1-13 Mark 16:15-20

2000 years ago the Apostles were 3 full years in friendship with Jesus. And after the
Resurrection of Jesus the Apostles met Jesus in his resurrection form for 40 days. Jesus
told the Apostles that he must return to Heaven. The Apostles said: “Please do not go!
Stay with us”. Jesus answered: “If I do not go, you will not receive the power of the Holy
Spirit.” So, Jesus returned to Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father. That
18, Jesus 1s now God with God’s glory, united in equality with God the Father. But Jesus,
having experienced being a human, is now our representative before God praying for us.
Jesus is our intermediary between us humans and God (1 Tim 2:5). As a result of the
prayer of Jesus, the strength of the Holy Spirit is given to us(Acts 1:8). The power and
encouragement that comes from the Holy Spirit is for us today also. Let us admit our
weakness! We cannot walk the path of Jesus, or be his witness, on our own human
strength alone. The strength given us by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential. And
also we cannot ‘bear with one another’, unless we are strengthened by the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians4:2). Among us there are different personalities, opinions etc. -do we accept
people different from us? We need the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen us.

We have been given a mission from Jesus. We are asked to be witnesses of Jesus in
our own small society. “Proclaim the Good News”. That means, show others that they
are loved by God. We do this by showing kindness and thoughtfulness to others, and by
accepting people who are ‘different’. Jesus guides, strengthens and protects us.
(Handling poisonous snakes in a symbolic way of saying this!). Jesus works(and walks)
with us as we go on our journey of life(Mark16:20). We are gifted with God’s love and
strength. Let us share this gift with others.
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PENTECOST year B 23/5/21

Scripture: Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104; Galatians 5:16-25; John 15:26-27;16:12-
15

One time when I was feeling discouraged the Holy Spirit, through a
parishioner, gave me a message that I have never forgotten. I was the
priest guiding the parish ‘Men’s Society’. They had just elected a new
leader of the group. He was a fairly old man, but one with energy and a
sense of being in peace. This is his talk that I remember so well. “I was
born in Kumamoto. My education, before the war, was based on ‘bushido’.
We were told to be brave and put forth all one’s strength for our country.
After the war I married and became a Christian. To walk Christ’s path I
was told to acknowledge my weakness and rely on the strength of God,
the Holy Spirit. This seemed to be the opposite of my Japanese education.
But now I realize one has to be both brave and honest with oneself to say:
‘I am weak.” But this Way of Christ brings me peace and energy to help
the people of Japan, such as you here today.” That man’s talk, or the
message of the Holy Spirit, is alive for me today. That message has
relieved me of stress and give me courage. Please try it!

Jesus, after his Resurrection, was with the disciples for 40 days. Before
returning to Heaven Jesus told these disciples to go into the ends of the
earth giving his message of love to all nations. The disciples felt totally
inadequate. MDThey acknowledged their inability and weakness. @The
disciples prayed for the strength of the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised to
send. ©@The Holy Spirit gave them courage to come out of the locked
doors and preach in public. The Holy Spirit helped them to remember
what Jesus had taught them. They received strength, courage, peace and
guidance.

Just as Jesus asked the disciples 2000 years ago to be his witness,
Jesus asks us to be his witnesses in Yokohama, Japan. Jesus asks us to be
his witnesses in our own home, in our workplace, in our school and among
our friends and those we meet. It is the strength and guidance of the Holy
Spirit that enables us to live up to this calling. Let us imitate the disciples
by (Dacknowledging our fraility, and @praying for the strength and
guidance of the Holy Spirit. “Be guided by the Spirit” (2nd reading Gal.
5:16).

The Holy Spirit teaches us to pray (Rom. 8:26), and to trust God as
“Abba”. (Gal. 4:6); and to call to mind the teaching of Jesus (John 14:26).
But the strength and guidance of the Holy Spirit is not just for ‘holy
actions’. The Spirit help to be kind wife/husband, father/mother,
grandparent or a good student etc.

We urgently need the strength, guidance, encouragement and
consolation of the Holy Spirit as this corona-virus continues.

‘Come! O Holy Spirit.’



EEE[EE BHE 20214£5H23H

BT ETHIEE L,
FuwbhilELeBOTILETW

EEFEESITER2:1-11; 5% 104; #5357V 5:16-25; /v 16:26-27; 16 : 12-15

IMNEBELTWV =55, BEEN., ZRDEFZXZAELT. oGV AytE—T%5
ATLKESWELE, REIBREROITELEZHRETIFRT. bLIETIL—TOHLLE
ENEIINFEL - BEINGEYSEHTLES, IRLF—DHY. FREERLDOATL,
ZTOEFOREDEZE. FAFLICEZTWET, FAFXERTEENFE LTz, TADEKAENZZ (1=
HAEL. RLE] ITEOSVWTHEY., EXZE->TEATHIZRSKEEEONTULE LT,
FATERICHEBLTYIURFYUIZHEYELE, FURXRMDEZFSOE-HIZ, BHDHES
D, MDA, BEICHESAIHICEODNEL-, TNIFIANZIT-BEROEE & ILE R
DEINITBAFELEz, LAL., SICHE-TRELEBRSDIF. EXEFHF>TESICEEIC
Y., TRIEEWN.] EE52&ETY, LKL, COFIRMDEIX, FATFREIRILFT
—%3-6L. SEHIZZICVWSESA. BROARZBITHZENTESLNDTY ) —%
DADEE, BENLDAYvE—VIE, SEFDPICEZTTOVET, ZDAvE—DlE, Fh
DA RLRZHLITF, BREEATNET, BV, HLTHTLESLY,

A IRAFKIFEEFSINT-., 0 BEBEF=-bE—HEZWELE, XEIZIRDREI. 1 TR
[TBFH-HIC HMORTETITO>T, IXRTOEDODARIZCEDAYE—UFEAEILN]
EELPWELED, BFEBIEIERE=-BbONTREZREELELz, DBEFI=BIX, B
N-BDEEADH S, FIERELTWELE, QBFFEBIF, 1 TRENE-TLESE
BEHREINT-EZEDAZEROTHYELz, QBELHBFI-HIZ. BOMD>EHEM
HHEHTARDAITHBTIEREEAF LI, BFblE. BEEDHITT., 41 TXHEHHK
ATCKEET2ICEFZBVHLELE, HEEREFLREEEN, HLHICEZAONF-DT
9,
A4 TRAHRIX. 2000 FERTICBEF-BICCEPDIEANCHELI LS EDODN=-DERLERIZ. 5.
BADIEET, FABIZCBSDIEANIZLGLIESEONTUVET, RET. BIHET, 2K
T. RAPHESALRDET, 1 TABKDIEEANELDES5KRODENATNNSDTYT, EED
HEBEIZE ST, =BIEZDBHMICIEADCENTEET, BF=BICH->T,. DHE
PDBEIERD. QEEDHEBZZHYVELELI, — EEDEE (RO THEAHLES
Wl (BB2Bi% A57V5:16),

HEE. 5L (B—78:26), #Fx 7w/, & LIEETHZE (H5T7V4:
6) ZHATKESVWET . A TRFDBAZRNVHIETLLEZEVET (/v 14:26),
HEOHELEEXL, TELL1TH OEOETTEHYFLA, BUILGE- k. R-F,
RBORWAERE - REREICHDIE=OICEEEEFIBIFTTLEEIVET,
COIAF -4 LADGES R, BEDOH, BEEF, BMEL. BHZE. - EXRAIBE
ELTULET,

MEEE., kTS



TRINITY Sunday Year B 30/5/20

Scripture: Deut.4:32-40; Psalm 33; Romans 8:14-17; Matt.28:16-20

When we were baptized, the words of God said over us were: “I baptize
you, in the name of Father, Son and Holly Split.” These were simple words
with a truly enormous effect, because God Himself, and his power, are
behind these words. By Baptism we enter into the love that exists within
the Trinity.

We believe strongly that there is only one God, but within that one God
is the Father, son, and Holly Spirit. We humans cannot understand this one
and three — it is the mystery of the true God’s inner life. But the important
point is that we can taste the love within Trinity.

Jesus called the Father by the word “Abba”. This is an Aramaic word
used by Jesus himself. It is a young child’s word used to a tender, loving
father —like ‘papa’, or ‘dear dad’! Behind Jesus’ use of this word is the gentle,
loving and close relationship between each of us and our God. God the
Father loves each one of us, as -we -are, as his special child. Our God 1is
close to us.

‘The Son’ put aside the glory of Heaven and descended to our earth as a
human like us. When we read of the kindness, gentleness, and
thoughtfulness of Jesus in the Gospels, we can say: “This is how kind my
God — Jesus is to me today! Jesus felt with people. Jesus feels with us today.
Jesus has compassion.

The Holy Split warms us with love, guides us on the path of life, and
strengthens us in our frailty. The Holy Spirit gives weak humans power
and courage to walk the path of Jesus.

God loves dearly each one of us. To know this and experience this love is
a pure gift from God. In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks us to share this love
with others in our own home and our wider society. Jesus then tells us a
most important message: “I am with you, fear not.” Jesus is our fellow
traveler on our journey of life.
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