ST. TERESIA OF LISIEUX OUR PATRON SAINT year B 3/10/21

Scripture: Wisdom4:7-15; Psalm119; Mattthew18:1-4

Each church is given a holy one in Heaven as the community’s
protector. We the community ask the holy one to pray for us. We in turn
are asked to imitate this holy one. Note well there is no competition in
Heaven. One church is not strong than another! We in Shinkoyasu are
under the protection of Saint Teresia who came from the French country
town, Lisieux.

In the beginning of her autobiography, St Teresia quotes Psalm23 ‘The
Lord is my shepherd.” Theresia writes “I have been in the shadow of the
valley of death (that is, suffering) but I trust that the Good Shepherd
Jesus was always at my side.” Even when she did not feel Jesus beside
her, she believed and trusted. This deep trust was like a tiny child in her
mother. Again in her autobiography Teresia quotes; “Our God is
compassionate, full of mercy, patience and forgiveness.”

Another major trait of Teresia was that all her action were done with
Jesus at her side. St. Paul tells us;”Whatever you do in word or in work,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus”(Colossians3:17). This attitude gave
taste to her everyday life. Teresia gave a smile to sisters who resented her,
to sisters with annoying mannerisms, or with psychological problem.
Even washing her clothes was done with Jesus. When the sister next to
her splashed her with soapy water, she smiled at her! Let us ponder this
as an example for us!

Theresia was especially kind to the sisters sick with the influenza
epidemic. Ask her to pray for us now.

Let us ponder the example of Saint Teresia and ask ourselves. How can I
put this little way of acting in to my life.
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28th Sunday year B 10/10/21

Scripture: Wisdom 7:7-11; Psalm 90; Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-30

Today's Gospel has the most important question in the world: “What
must I do to inherit eternal life?” or “Whatever is the meaning of this
life?” or “What 1s the final destination of my life after I die?” These 3 are
all the same basic question! This life of ours is comparatively short! Every
one of us will die! Today’s Psalm 90 says: “O Lord God, teach me to know
the shortness of the remaining day of my life so that I may taste true
wisdom of heart.” (Ps. 90:12)

Jesus teaches us a very comforting message: “There i1s a wonderful life
after death. That life is complete and perfect happiness and peace in
Heaven wrapped in the love of God. We will be united again with our
friends and ancestors. This life in Heaven has no end- it is eternal.” And
let us never forget that on our road to Heaven Jesus walks beside us as
our fellow traveler. What beautiful consolation!

In the Gospel a young, rich man asks Jesus that above fundamental
question. He kept the rules, but he was self-centred. Generosity and
thoughtfulness to others was lacking. He thought that having wealth, a
good job, a home to live in gave him security. Jesus tells him (and us
today) that this world's goods are actually very passing and do not give
the peace and security that we so ardently desire. The only true and
lasting security is to trust our God who loves and cares for each one of us.
Jesus warns us not to be distracted from the main purpose of our lives by
relying on goods of this world. Heaven is our goal, and this life is the road
to it.

Jesus uses strong language about getting to Heaven when we die. Jesus
says: “Sell everything and give it to the poor.” To “sell everything” means
not to put emphasis on possessing goods, or wanting to be a worldly
success! Goods in themselves are not evil, but to put an emphasis on
goods, can distract us from this life’s main purpose- that is, getting safety
to Heaven.

To “sell everything” also means to share ourselves with others. To love
our neighbor means sharing our time and convenience, it means listing to
others, it means sharing our love and care for others. And if we have
money, sharing that too. Alms for the poor is part of the way of life taught
us by Jesus.

Now let us get practical! Is such a way of life possible to put into
practice in our lives. Let us face it! It is IMPOSSIBLE when we rely on



our human strength and will power alone. Jesus tells us: “Without me,
you can do nothing” Jesus promises to guide and strengthen us. With the
help of Jesus such a life becomes POSSIBLE. Let us ask for his help and
strength that Jesus gives, and rely and co-operate with it.

“O Lord Jesus! Please give us the wisdom to realize that everything is
possible with you. And that this life of ours is short.”



FRE%E28EH 2021 E10A 10H

MBI NIE EHLEICFL W,

BEECMET:T-11; BE 0, ANTT44:12-13; <)L 10:17-30

SHOBREEZICE. TKEOMEZITHR CL-OICAZ LATAELGSELON? 1. 2D
AEDEKRE, LWof=LMan? ], TRALEONEDZERBMIEIEIN?] EV5, CDtH
THROARUBEWAHYFET, D3 D0F, IXTRLEXRNLGHENTS ., Fh=60D_D
AEFEBEHENLDOTY  FA-bDHELARMBDTYT, SHDEFR 0 [ZE, TE4554
. EDLOHMEEKERDLSI CENTEDE D, AODALEDERYDBRDESZHATSE
S EFREWNIDEHYET,

A TRERIFE, FF=BICETHLEDICHEA v E—VZEA T ESVET, IERICIEH
BEoLWVaddHd, EDEEE, HOBICEFEN-, RETOZTE TRELFERETMNT
T ABRERAPEBELL EBUHIENET T  RKETOMICIEERHY NG KETY .
ZLTENTELELDIE, XE~NDET., 41 IAEDNROMEE LTRI-bDZEES
WTLEE2TWWS, EWSZETT, AMIEELVVEDTL &S,

BEEDH T, BELEZHLDOBENM T AKRICEDERNLGENZE LFEY . KIETHRAZF
DTWELEA, BAABFBCHDLHTLE, ACHTHIEXRSPRVPYLNIRIFTTHE
LT, HWiF. EPRMEE., FERABNEZTDER>TOEL . 4 TRARRIFRICZ (£
LTSHE®DFE=5IZH), COHDPIERF., FHEN—FHLELDT, ff-bhE<CED
EHNERDEEZDIDTRLBVERATVET, HE—DEDKGMETERIEX, Fhf-b—
A—AZEZBL, BELTLESHHADEETT, 1 TAEKIE, COEHDELEDIZELTA
EDEREMILEZELSHVELIBESNTVET ., XERFH-E50DBETHY. C
DANEEZED-ODEGEDTY,

A TRERIE. FAT-BAFRZICTCREICOVTRVEEZFEL. [TRTEELT, HL
WAEBICEZGESN] EHE2LPVVET, [TARTZRYILLVGEN] W50 BE



BOZ &, HBMERMEBEICHEDIZEICEEZENMNEVEVNSIZETT, MBRIZET
THYFEAN, PITEZTZECE, COANEOELBHW : RIDLTKEIZEL ZEMDS
EEMHO>TLEVET,

[TRTETD] EWSTEIE, BRZEMOAESPNELESZETEHYFET., BiAZE
BYLHEWNS LI, BADEEEEFISZANBEEL. ACELEHIZETHY. AN
NDEBLEBEEZNDLBAEILETT, £z, BELHNIE. ThiIhBEEVET, 1 ITX
BOAZEZTLEES>EEZFAICIE, BLOWAICKELEZET S ENAEENTLET,

TlE, BERICTOL>THFELELI. CDEILGEEARE. AETH-BIEEETESTL
EIMMAEEDTAHELELD ABDAPEEDHIEZFIZE>TULTIE, FIERETY,
A TRBRIFFAF=BI(Z, TRV ITHIE, HEEAIXAETELL] EEDbNh, fAi-b%E
T, BOHTLKESIZEHNEINTVET, 1 TREOBTAHNIE. ZOLI3BEEAN
AEEICH Y ET, FAF-BIE. 1 TRENEZTLLEES3MITERNZERD. TNICEY., KB
EEbhETLWEFEL LS,

[FAIRK. HHE=DOHETEIRTONAGEEZEBIMEESSACIZEWL.ZLT,
A=-bDOIDOANEFEVNWEVNDSZELEBLETLEEEL



29th Sunday year B 17/10/21
Scripture : Isaiah53:10-11; Psalm:33; Hebrews4:14-16; Mark10:35-45
Today’s Scripture Readings are beautiful! They are about how much
God loves and looks after us. And how we can have a warm relationship
with him. We meet this loving God in prayer.

When we pray we stop to face God directly and talk to him. But what is
our image of God to whom we pray? If we feel that God is far away, not
really connected to us, our prayer will be cold and have no taste. If we see
God as punishing, our prayer will be fearful obligation. If our image of
God is vague and without focus, our prayer too will be a vague, with no
taste.

But God our Father who created us as his loved children knows well our
human mind and has sent his Son, God, to become human like us. The
Son of God, Jesus is truly God and truly human. When we read of the
human tenderness of Jesus, we can say “this is the kind heart of God
towards me”. Jesus was crushed with suffering (Is.53:10) and by the
sufferings of Jesus we are healed and justified (i.e. we are made friends
with God.). Jesus gave his life as ransom for us Mark 10:45). That is,
Jesus loved us, offered his life for us and set us free.

When we pray, we stop being busy, and spend time to taste this love and
care. Also we tell Jesus our own sufferings, worries and fears. Jesus
himself experienced worries and fears, so understands our human worries
and fears.

In the Gospel scene today Jesus has just told his 12 disciples that he is
going to have great suffering in Jerusalem.

Did Jesus get support and encouragement from the disciples? NO! These
disciples were so filled with self centred ambition and competition for
preference that they forgot Jesus feelings and only thought of their own
prestige! This 1s an example how Jesus suffered for, and with us. Our
High Priest Jesus is very close to us (2nd reading) especially when we too
suffer. Our God has experienced fear, disappointment, betrayal, pain and
suffering.

The 2nd reading from the letter to the Hebrews is well worth pondering
slowly. It is the message of Jesus to us and is full of consolation and
encouragement.

“Jesus understands every weakness of ours, because he was tempted in
every way that we are. But he did not sin! So whenever we are in need, we
should come bravely before the throne of our merciful God. There we will
be treated with undeserved kindness, and we will find help.” (Hebrews
4:15-16)
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30th Sunday year B 24/10/21

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:1-9; Psalm 126; Hebrews 5:1-6; Mark 10:46-52

Jeremiah wrote his prophecy 2,700 years ago. Please do not read his
prophecy as a mere past event! In Scripture we see how God acted in the
past, but call to mind that God still acts and speaks to us in the same way
today. Scripture has an eternal present tense.

God spoke through Jeremiah to the people who were in forced exile in
distant Babylon. Their temple was destroyed totally in rubble. They were
in deep sorrow, homesick and felt that God had forgotten them. In this
atmosphere God says to his people through Jeremiah as his spokesman:
“Do not despair! Have hope! I, your God, will console and guide you on a
level road so that no one will stumble (Jer. 31:9) God gives encouragement
and hope to the exiles who are suffering. Hope 1s so important in our lives.
We wait and hope that God will always help us in our desolation and
emptiness. May we people today believe and hope that God will come in
the best time and again give us peace and joy. “That God will come is as
sure as the dawn.” (Hosea 6:3)

In today’s Psalm 126 we read the same message of hope in vivid poetic
imagery. “They go out full of tears. They come back full of song.” If anyone
1s In sadness or emptiness or has a problem or has to make a decision, go
to Jesus who says: “Come to me all you who are tired and are carrying
heavy burdens.” (Matt 11:25)

This Gospel scene is very special in Mark’s Gospel. Please read it very
slowly, with many pauses. Imagine the scene, it is alive today. Do not be a
mere spectator, distant from the scene. Get into the heart of Bartimaeus —
we today are another blind Bartimaeus.

Imagine you are blind sitting at the side of dusty road, begging for alms.
I hear a commotion. “What is that noise?” Someone says: “It is Jesus.” I
cry out: “Jesus, have mercy on me.” People say: “Be quiet! You are a
nuisance! “ But, I cry out even louder. Even in the noise Jesus hears my
cry from the heart. Jesus says to me: “What do you want?” I reply: “Load,
that I may see.” Jesus comes to my side and gives me sight. I stand up,
throw off my coat and follow Jesus.

Again. Draw this scene in your imagination. It becomes a prayer,
because we too can meet the Risen Jesus and he talks to us and we talk to
Jesus — that is prayer.

Let us admit that we are blind! Am I blind to the presence of Risen
Jesus at my side? Am I blind to the fact that I can talk to Jesus as a close



friend? Am I blind to see a person’s good points? To another’s suffering?
Another’s opinion? Do I really see the beauty of God’s creation and thank
him? Am I blind to the poor and homeless, saying they are not my
problem? Can I see that global warning is progressing? Etc. etc. Yes! I am
blind. “Load that I may see.”
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31st Sunday year B 31/10/21

Scripture: Devt.6:2-6; Psalm18; Hebrews7:23-28; Mark12:28-34

The Sunday Bible readings are a special time when God speaks to us.
The readings are a living message from God himself.

For our Mass(or at home on-line) on Sunday let us come with a feeling of
expectancy. “What will God say to me.
Usually the first reading from the Old Testament, the Psalm and the
Gospel from the New Testament have a link.
The second reading (often St. Paul) is a continuation each Sunday.
So let us stroll through the Bible readings for this the 31st. Sunday of
Year B.

In the first reading from Deuteronomy we have the Jewish prayer
called the Shema. Ancient, and present day Jews, pray this prayer
morning and evening, and at the entrance to their home each time they
enter. Let us Christians also pray morning and night. The morning prayer
1s a greeting to God asking us to guide, strengthen and support us during
the day. The evening prayer is one of gratitude. We can use our own
words. This daily contact with our God is important. Our day will have
taste.

This prayer of the Jews starts. “Let us hear God.” Do we really listen to
God speaking to us in Scripture? Or do we listen more to our smart-phone,
TV or SMS?!

Psalm 18 gives a glimpse of what God does for us, using poetic concrete
1mages. God 1s my strength, fortress, stronghold. That is, God keeps me
safe. We need God’s safety in this corona era.

‘God 1s my rock of refuge.” This poetic image has an interesting history.
When David wrote this Psalm he was being pursued by the jealous King
Saul who wanted to kill David. David was afraid. He fled to the
mountains. There he saw the small rock-rabbits. Their enemy was eagles.
When a watching rabbit family would seek refuge by hiding in the cracks
between rock. There they were safe. (The Hokkaido Ezo crying rabbit is
very similar). When we have fear, anxiety, worry or pain let us take refuge
in God, who will keep us safe. This attitude is just right for this corona
time. Jesus says: "Come to me...”

In the Gospel Jesus is asked a most important question. That i1s, “What
1s the most important guide to a happy life?”.

Jesus repeats the Old Testament prayer of the first reading. But Jesus
adds something very, very important. “Love your neighbor. Love yourself.”



“Love” for Jesus 1s not a nice feeling for people. It means accepting
people as-they-are, faults included. God loves each person.

“Love yourself” means accepting your personality and body looks, not
comparing oneself to another. God says to each of us: “I call you by name.
I love you. You are precious in my eyes’(Isaiah43).

Let us ponder today’s readings. Let us thank our God for his care and
love. Let us share that love with others.
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