32nd Sunday year B 7/11/21

Scripture: 1 Kings 17:10-16; Psalm 146; Mark 12:38-44

In the Gospel we have a scene where Jesus sees the crowd, but also sees
their unspoken prayer of a desire for peace of heart. Jesus has a deep
feeling of mercy for them. Jesus looks on the crowd. Jesus also looks on
the individual person. Among many people Jesus saw the man at the pool
who had been sick for 38 years. Jesus saw blind Bartimaeus among the
crowd. Likewise, Zacchaeus up a tree. And in today's Gospel Jesus notices
a widow putting her small offering into the offering-box, among many
putting in big money!

Our prayer as a group, as in our Mass, 1s very important. But this must
be supported with our individual prayer. God sees and listens to each one
of us. Our individual prayer rises up before Jesus who turns a loving ear
to our prayer. Especially in this corona era let us consider individual,
conversational prayer to Jesus in our home.

At our Baptism, through the Church, God made a solemn promise to us.
“You are my child. I love you. I will be always at your side to protect you.”
This 1s a mutual covenant promise.

At our Baptism we too make a promise in reply to God. We promise: “I
am your loved child. I will trust you. Into your bands I give my life.” That
1s TRUST.

With trust in God there is always a sense of offering. Offering of oneself
to God 1s a central part of following Christ. In each Mass there is an
Offertory section. We are an offering.

The widow in today's Gospel offered all she had. This is a symbol for us.
Do not take it literally. But let us share some of our worldly goods with
the poor. But also share our time and convenience to give encouragement
to the lonely, worried, and suffering people around us. God loves each of
us. Let us share that love with others, especially in this corona era.
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33rd Sunday year B 14/11/21

Scripture: Daniell12:1-3; Psalm16; Mark13:24-32

In today 1st reading (Daniel), and also in the Gospel, we are told about
the end of this world (in those days’). Both use ‘Apocalyptic style’. It is a
style once very popular, but not used now. It is often misunderstood! Vivid
poetic and symbolic imagery is used. But here is the important point.
Almost most important than the actual words themselves, 1s the purpose
for which they were written. In the Bible this ‘Apocalyptic style’ is used,
and inspired by God, to give encouragement and hope. God’s people who are
suffering. It i1s written to give encouragement and hope -NOT to frighten
us! Just right for this corona-era.

In the first reading from the Old Testament

(Daniel), the Jewish people were suffering persecution from Greek king
who demanded only one king of all, only one religion(his), one language
(Greek) and one currency.

To give encouragement Daniel, as God’s spokesman, tells the people that
God has sent the powerful angel, Michael, to guard the people. Trust God
and have hope for the future...There will be suffering but our reward is
eternal life in Heaven.

On September 9,1549, Francis Xavier first visited the Satsuma Daimyo,
Shimazu Takahisa. Permission was given to preach the Gospel. That day
was the feast of the Angel Michael, so Xavier asked Michael to always
guard Japan That dedication is still valid to us.

Today’s Responsorial Psalm16 sums up both Daniel and the Gospel. God
himself has given us this prayer to pray when we experience suffering or
worry. This week let us often slowly read and pray this Psalm16. It will
gives us hope and encouragement for our journey of life.

A psalm of confidence Psalm16

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.
I say to the Lord: “You are my God
My happiness lies in you alone.”

He has put into my heart a marvellous love for the faithful ones who dwell
in his land.

I will bless the Lord who gives the counsel,

Who even at night directs my heart.



I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
Since he 1s at my right hand, I shall stand firm.

And so my heart rejoices, my soul 1s glad;
Even my body shall rest in safety.

For you will not leave my soul among the dead,
Nor let your beloved know decay.

You will show me the path of life,
The fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever.
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CHRIST OUR KING year B 21/11/21

Scripture : Daniel 7:13-14; Psalm:93; John’s Revelation 1:5-8; John 18:33-
37

The basic foundation of our Christian faith is this: We believe that the
powerful God who created us, put aside the power and glory of Heaven
and became a human being just like us. This God who became truly
human is Jesus. Jesus 1is 100% God and 100% human.

Jesus as a true human felt just like us. Jesus was so often busy; Jesus
was hurt in his heart when his disciples deserted him, he was left alone
and deeply felt loneliness and disappointment.

Let us consider the scene in today’s Gospel. Jesus 1s on the raised
platform of the Roman governor Pilate ABSOLUTELY ALONE. Below is
the crowd influenced by mob psychology used by the Pharisees, and so
they yell out: “We choose the robber Barabbas. Crocify Jesus.” Pilate asks
Jesus: “Are you a king?” Jesus replies: “Yes, I am a king but not a worldly
king. I am a king of people’s hearts. I have come to give people the
TRUTH.”

This ‘truth’ that Jesus gave us is this: God loves every single human
being with 100% unconditional love.

Pontius Pilate acknowledges that Jesus is totally innocent. But Pilate
wants to be popular with the mob so he weakly condemns him to be
scourged and then sentenced to death.

That 1s the scene of 2000 years ago. But what is most important 1s to ask
WHY Jesus is condemned to death by crucifi x ion. Jesus freely accepted
this suffering because Jesus loves us who live today. By the sufferings of
Jesus we are healed. Jesus won for us close friendship with God. From
now on we can have a warm, loving relationship with God. Our King,
Jesus Christ love each of us as we are 100%. Let us appreciate and thank
Jesus in prayer. Let us share the love of Jesus for us with others.
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