EPIPHANY Year C 2/1/22
Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Ephesian 3:2-6; Mathew 2:1-12

Our wise God makes mysterious choices! For example, God chose as the
first people to whom He showed his Son, were poor, powerless shepherds.
But these shepherds were the representatives of the Jewish people and
nation. Then, God chose 3 wise men from distant countries. God guided
these 3 to meet Jesus. These 3 were representatives of all the nations of
this world. God was showing in a concrete way that Jesus as Saviour was
for all people without exception.

Here in this homily I get personal! I am amazed that God has chosen me,
out of millions, to meet his Son Jesus. I am given by God the most wonderful
gift in this world. Jesus shows me the meaning of this life. Jesus shows me
how to walk the path of this life. Jesus walks with me as guide and strength.
I ask myself. I ask God: O my God! Why did you choose me?” The answer
God gives me (and of course all of us) is in the Scriptures. Each of us is
chosen to share this gift with others. God asks us to be his instruments of
love and peace.

Today’s reading from Isaiah (60:1-6) gives the Bible’s explanation in this
way. Jesus, as the promised Saviour, brings light to our dark world. Each
of us is called to be one small candle of light in this dark world: darker now,
with Omicron strain.

God has shown his Son to us publicly. (Epiphany)

God has chosen each of us his Son. We have met Jesus. We are asked to
share this great gift with others.

By ‘share’ is meant, for example, introducing others to Jesus and his
Church. But it especially means being kind, thoughtful and forgiving
others. In other words, being a small light in the darkness of this world.
(And corona and Omicron strain have made peoples’ hearts even more dark).

Saint Francis of Assisi summarizes the light that Jesus gives through us
in his famous prayer. The prayer tells us to give up self-centeredness and
be other-perosn centered. And this leads us to be Jesus centered and gives
us eternal life.

At our Baptism we are all given a candle lit from the Easter Resurrection
candle. We are given this candle with these words: “walk as a child of light.”

Let us do that in gratitude.
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BAPTISM OF JESUS Year C 9/1/22
Scripture : Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm:104; Titus 2:11-3:7; Luke 3:15-22

In the life of Jesus, imagine this scene. John, the Baptist, is baptizing
many people on the banks of the Jordan River. John asks each person to
acknowledge that they are a weak, human sinner and ask for God’s
forgiveness and mercy. Then at the end of the long queue Jesus receives
baptism. But Jesus is not a sinner. What then does the Baptism of Jesus
mean?

Jesus is telling us by this action that he stands beside us sinners in
solidarity, support and understanding. Jesus is here telling us by action
(at the beginning of his preaching life) the same message that he gives us
at the end of his life, and that i1s: “Fear not! I am with you.” Those words
are very, very important. Pope Francis puts it this way: “The Risen Jesus
walks beside us on the road of life giving us light, strength and freedom.
What truly marvellous support and encouragement!’

The Baptism of Jesus also tells us what our own baptism means.
Through the Church, God the Father says in a living voice: “You are my
beloved child.” And that is what we really are. Each of us is precious to
God who loves us, and is full of compassion (Titus 2).

The formula for Baptism is: “Name OQO, I baptize you in the name of

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” God himself puts power and action into
the water and words.

We who have been baptized are the richest people in the world! God’s
own child, surrounded in love! Let us appreciate this wonderful gift and
thank our kind God. Jesus asks us each to go out into one’s little society
and share that gift by being instruments of peace, forgiveness and love.
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2nd Sunday Year C 16/1/22
Scripture Isaiah 62:1-5, Psalm 96,1Cor 12:4-7, John 2:1-11

In the while Bible, meals feature often. The Biblical idea is that an 1deal
family gathers for a meal, and they are united in warm companionship.
All enjoy each other. In the Bible the atmosphere of this family meal is a
concreate symbol of the relationship between God and us humans. For
example, at the meal called the ‘Last Supper’, Jesus calls all of us by the
warm title ‘friend’.

John calls this miracle a ‘sign’. This is a special word that means the
miracle proves that Jesus 1s God by his power over nature. But a sign also
has a deep symbolic meaning with a spiritual message for all of us.

First the miracle. A young couple are getting married. At the wedding
reception wine was the important concreate symbol of welcome. If the
wine ran out, the young couple would become the life-long laughing stock
of the whole village. They would lose faze. Jesus, through his mother,
realizes this, and for the happiness of the young couple he uses his divine
power, changing water into wine. When we read about the miracles of
Jesus, do not emphasize the miraculous so much, as the reason behind it.
The thoughtfulness, kindness and compassion behind the miracle. We
taste this today.

Now the symbolic message. The miracle was done in a home for a
married couple. Today too, Jesus would like to be in our homes and in
family life. Do we invite Jesus?! The miracle was done at Mary’s request.
Mary, now in Heaven, still intercedes for us. Jesus created a lot of wine (6
jars=800 bottles!) and it was a superior grade. Jesus still gives his gifts to
us generously and always the best. The water in the 6jugs was usual for a
religious action symbolizing a clean approach to God. This action had lost
1ts meaning. Jesus is telling us that the era of many complicated rules is
over. From now on the principal ritual will be our Mass. Our Mass is a
meal with God in warm companionship. We celebrate as a family where
we accept other people’s differences. Jesus laughed with others, drank
wine with others at Cana. Jesus enjoys our company now. Let us volve
this warm companionship and let us share that warmth with others.
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3rd Sunday Year C 23/1/22
Scripture: Nehemiah 8:2-10; Psalm 19; Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21

The Risen Jesus explained the deep meaning of the Bible to the 2
dejected travellers to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-). When we open or listen to
the Bible, let us too, ask the same Risen Jesus to explain to us today the
Bible’s deep meaning.

In both the reading from the Old Testament Nehemiah, and the New
Testament scene of Jesus first homily at Nazareth, the background is
important. This background gives flavor and life to the 2 readings.

In the first reading the people had just returned to Jerusalem after 50
years of captivity in Babylon (800 kilos away, across desert in modern
Iraq). The people arrived after that long journey back to Jerusalem which
was 1n ruins and their former beautiful Temple was just rubble. The
people were devastated. They were full of discouragement. Rebuilding
seemed 1impossible. Then, Ezra, their priest, read the Word of God in the
Bible. On hearing God’s message of encouragement and support for them,
they were filled with encouragement and joy. Ezra said: “Do not be
saddened. Rejoicing in the Lord must be your strength” (Neh.8:10)

Scripture, as the Word of God, is always alive. Scripture is never out-
dated. Scripture has an eternal present tense for us.

The Gospel (St. Luke) tells us of the policy speech of Jesus. Jesus,
through the prophet Isiah, tells us why God became human. The words of
Jesus are alive for us today. They are: “I come to bring you the good and
joyful news that God loves each person, as they are, with an unconditional
love.

I come to set you free.

I come to give you new sight- a new way to live and be happy.”

Japan is a country where we have freedom. (Many countries are not
free). But are we in Japan really free? Are we shackled with stress? Do we
feel we have so much to do that we are oppressed with being busy? Are
we, at times weighed down with broken or loveless relationships? Do we
have a sadness, or a bad habit that seems to dominate us? Do we have a
cancer of the heart which can be non-forgiveness, grudge, anger or hurt?

If you feel un-free in this way, please go to Jesus in prayer. Ask for his
promised freedom- a freedom of heart that gives us joy. Let us share this
joy with others.

The Word of God 1s alive and active for us today.
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4th Sunday of Year C 30/1/22
Scripture: Jeremiah 1:4-19; Psalm 71; 1 Corinth 13:4-13; Luke 4:21-30

I begin this homily by asking each person to face oneself and ask this challenging
question! : "Have I ever experienced rejection? When? By whom?” For example has a
parent, brother or sister, spouse, teacher, someone I thought was a friend shown you a
cold attitude and not accepted you? Have you experienced someone who pretended not
to see you? Have you been insulted or betrayed? Have you perhaps had your life’s dream
smashed? I think that most people have experienced some form of rejection! Today’s
scripture reading gives encouragement to those rejected.

In the first reading we met Jeremiah, an Old Testament prophet. God called him when
he was 19. Jeremiah went up to Jerusalem calling all in God’s name to repent and trust
God. For 6 years all became fervent. Then a new King and government came to power
who rejected God’s message and lowered Jeremiah into a well to die there. He was saved
but Jeremiah was discouraged. Then God told Jeremiah: “They will fight against you
but they shall not overcome you. I will deliver you. I am with you.” (Jer. 1:19)

“T am with you.” is an important message from God that the Risen Jesus says to us
today in a living voice. To those rejected — what strengthening encouragement!

The Gospel shows Jesus returning to his home town, Nazareth. In the synagogue
Jesus reads Isaiah, chapter 61. Jesus says to the people: “I have a message from God for
you that will give you peace and freedom. This gift from God is for the Jews and also for
the pagan nations.” At this the elders of the synagogue got very angry. They did not
want God to show mercy to pagans, they wanted a God who would destroy pagans. And
they said: “This man Jesus is not a prophet. He is merely our village carpenter.” They
took Jesus to a steep cliff and intended to kill him by throwing him from over the cliff.

Now, let us again recall that the Son put aside the glory and power of God in Heaven
and became a true human, like us. As a true human Jesus felt this rejection deeply.
They were men that he knew and had grown up with.

So when we experience any kind of rejection, let us go to Jesus who understand how
we feel because he experienced rejection. Let us meet Jesus in prayer through our
rejection — even if that rejection was many years ago.

In the second reading Paul tells us: “Love has compassion. Do not broad our injury.”
(1 Col.13:4) — even to those who reject us!

Once again : rejection is a part of our life’s journey. We can meet Jesus in a close way
as he himself suffered rejection. Jesus says to us: “I am with you. Come to me, and I will
refresh you.” And let us be instruments of the peace of Jesus to those who feel alone and
rejected.
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