5th Sunday Year C 6/2/22

Scripture : Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 138; 1Corinth 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11
In today’ s Bible readings we meat 3 people - Isaiah, Paul and Peter. These 3 have

different characters, different status, different types! The 3 received a call from God to

do a special work.

@ Isaiah was a poet and mystic. He was enchanted with the beauty of created things
and their Creator - God. Isaiah was not naturally suited to the practical and
political world! He was born in the capital, Jerusalem.

@Paul was a scholar, a graduate of the top school in Jerusalem. He persecuted
Christians. Then was converted, and became a fervent Christian. He was born in the
Roman colony, Tarsus.

@ Peter was a fisherman, a married man with family. By nature he was impulsive, but

had a kind personality. He was born and worked in the country around Lake Galilee.

The three were called by God to do a special work. All 3 felt that they could not do
that work. Then the 3 heard God say: “I will be with you. So, fear not. Rely on the
strength that I will always give you.”

If the 3 faced on modern day employment board, they would not have been chosen!
But God chooses people who realize their frailty, and so rely on God’s strength, not their
own.

Just because these 3 are famous personalities in the Bible, do not put them way-up
high as if they were not frail humans living in another world! These 3 are like us,
ordinary humans. In fact, in the Bible’s way of thinking, they represent us. They give
us God’s message and way of acting for us today.

In the above text, I said that God chose these 3 for a ‘special work’. But God has chosen
each of us for a ‘special work’, such as being a father or mother, married life or single,
house wife or school teacher, retired or working in a company etc., etc. (And of course,
being a priest or religious) As it says in the Prayers of the Faithful: ‘The various callings
received from God’.

God’s call to each of us for a special work is also God’s request to us that God be part
of our daily, ordinary lives, not just our prayer — time. God 1s for Sundays, and week-
days too.

Because the call comes from God, God also gives the strength and guidance to perform
that special work. For example, on his own effort Peter fished all night and caught
nothing. With Jesus, he caught enough fish to fill the boat! Jesus tells Peter, and us:
“Launch out into the deep” That is: “Be brave! Start again. It is never too late. Keep
trying always relying on my help.”

We all are called by God, each of us without exception, to do some ‘special work’in our
lives. Jesus says: “Without me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

St. Paul says: “I can do all things in Jesus who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13)

Let us launch out into the deep.
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6th Sunday Year C 13/2/22
Scripture: Jeremiah17:5-8; Psalm1; Luke6:20-24

I taught spoken English to a class of 3rd. year high school students who are going on
an overseas’ cultural experience tour to the Philippines. On their return I asked them
to share their deepest impression. One student said and all agreed:” The people are so
poor, yet they are happy. They smile and laugh often. We in Japan are so rich, yet we
are always busy and full of stress. We do not laugh much, even smile.”

This answer impressed and challenged me. My own experience in the Philippines
came back to me. They might not have enough food or comfortable house for the body,
but they have a deep friendship with Jesus that is food and nourishment for the heart.

Let us look at what Jesus says to us in today’s Gospel. Being poor, being hungry, being
sorrowful, being persecuted. What is common to these 4 groups? Through this
experience they know and feel deeply that they are in need. No human is going to help
them, therefore they go to God and rely on him.

Let us acknowledge that we too do really need help to be happy, and go to Jesus.
Accepting Jesus into our every day lives will give us meaning, purpose, and this gives
our daily lives the flavor of gratitude and love-in a word, we are happy.

Riches, food, drink, power, comfort, good name or worldly success cannot give us true
and deep happiness. All these things are superficial and transitory. We might be well
off, but there will be a hidden yearning, a sense of something missing, a discontent!

That unsettled feeling is our deepest heart speaking to us. In fact, it is the voice of
God inviting us to go to God, to trust God’s love and so rely on God.

Being poor and hungry in the Bible (and of course Jesus’ teaching) meant to realize
that we frail humans are not self-sufficient. We might be rich by this by this world’s
standards, but in truth, we are basically poor. We depend on God for life itself. We need
to humbly acknowledge this dependence.

Jeremiah and Psalm1 give us this teaching in a parable-poem. There are 2 trees. One
tree is in the desert where these is little rain or life-giving water. The roots are shallow.
In time of drought there is no fruit. The branches shrivel, then the tree dies.

Another tree is near a stream. The roots are deep. Even in drought time the leaves
stay green and bear fruit.

The water of life for us is; to be connected to God.

Prayer keeps us connected to God. Our God gives us life, meaning and peace. We
become happy! Jesus gives us the support of his friendship, and guidance.

We Christians can be truly ‘happy’. Jesus asks us to share that happiness with others.
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7th Sunday Year C 20/2/22
Scripture: 1 Samuel 26:2-23; Psalm 103; Luke 6:27-38

Most Cancers can be cured if it 1s discovered early, and treated. Grudge,
and non-forgiveness is a cancer of the heart. With God’s help it can be cured
at any time. But we need to acknowledge that we have this heart wound,
and then go to God. We may try to forget the hurt, or even pretend it did
not happen, but when we are tired, or stressed, or disappointed or even in
dreams, the hurt of long ago comes to the surface.

Today Jesus says to us in a living voice: “Love your enemies. Be kind to
those who hate you. Wish well to those who give you verbal abuse. Pray for
those who insult you." (Luke 6:27)

I think this is one of the most difficult instructions that Jesus has given
us. But Jesus also says: "Your Father in Heaven has compassion on you, so
you too, be compassionate like him.” God’s compassion is beautiful! God
knows how weak are we, his loved children, yet he accepts and loves as we
are- whether we are good, bad or Luke warm God’s love for us never changes.
God, with compassion, forgives our sins. God’s love towards us has no
conditions. It 1s always 100%- always!

Here I will share with you my own experience! When I was a young priest
as curate, my pastor was severe. He insulted me. I was deeply wounded. I
carried this hurt in my heart for years. I tried to forget the insult. But
sometimes when I prayed ‘The Lord’s prayer’I felt a hypocrite. That pastor
died. Then, moved by the Holy Spirit, I visited his grave and just sat in
front of it. I asked Jesus to give me the gift of forgiveness because I found
that it was 1impossible to forgive him on my own power. Then at his grave,
something happened. I understood the way that pastor had been brought
up and also that he had an inferiority complex. Understanding that man,
brought, by the gift of God, forgiveness and reconciliation. I left the
cemetery with a great sense of peace and reconciliation.

Since then, the 11th station of the Cross appeals to me. The cruel Roman
soldiers were hammering nails into Jesus’ hands and feet. At the same time
the elders of the Jews were baiting him: “He saved others, let him save
himself’ Jesus prayed: “Father, forgive them. They do not know what they
are doing.” (Luke 23:34) This is our model.

If any of those hearing or reading this have a hurt or grudge, please go to
Jesus, and so taste his peace and consolation.

Please read and pray today’s Responsorial Psalm 103.
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8th Sunday Year C 27/2/22
Scripture: Shira 27:4-7; Psalm 92; Luke 6:39-45

In today’s Gospel Jesus says to us: “A good person has goodness in the
store house of the heart. A bad person — badness. From the heart the mouth
speaks.” (Luke 6:45)

Jesus constantly emphasizes love of neighbor. Our neighbor can be deeply
hurt by our words, or can be encouraged by what we say. What we say to
people 1s a very important part for us, as a follower of Jesus. Today let us
examine our hurts. Let us ask ourselves questions like this: “Do I hurt
someone by what I say? Do I encourage, praise or smile to someone to build
them up? Do I say “thankyou” to someone, or do I take them for granted?
“thankyou” is the most beautiful word. But our gratitude must come from
the heart — not our lips.

Recently we have “fake news” that damages us. We have social network
(SNS) such as Facebook and Twitter. Some people badly use this medium
to spread lies or damage a person’s reputation. Some receiving such have
committed suicide. We Christians must work against such evil, and work
for peace and truth.

We humans can easily notice another’s faults and weakness (like a speck
of sawdust in his/her eye!) But we do not see or acknowledge that we
ourselves have strange ways and weakness, and these can be big, in our
hearts (like a big plank of wood!) No one in this world is perfect. Every
person, each has his/her weakness. God accepts us as we are. God asks us
to accept imperfect people as they are. When God asks us to do something,
God also gives us the strength to do it. We need to acknowledge that we
need that strength, then let us ask for it.
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