1st Sunday of Lent Year C  6/3/22
Scripture : Deut. 26:4-10; Psalm 91; Roman 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13

On this 1st Sunday of Lent we are reminded that we humans must die!
We are called to face ourselves, and ask these fundamental questions;
Where have I come from? Where am I going? What is the destination of this
life’s journey? Am I living in such a way that I will arrive safely at the
destination of this life — that is, Heaven. Do I put these questions, and my
answers, to one side, forget them, and maybe live a purely bodily, worldly
Life?

These questions, and our answers, may disturb us, but that disturbance
can lead us to meet our God who is compassion and love. It is a healthy
disturbance!

“The Lord God hears our voice and sees our misery, toil and oppression
and stretches out his mighty hand.” (1st reading Duet. 26:10) Let us spend
time in prayer to our compassionate God this Lent.

The Lord God says: “When you call to me I will answer: I am with you. I
will save you in your distress.” (Psalm 91:15) This Lent let us call to mind
that Jesus walks the path of life beside us, giving courage, strength,
encouragement and love. We are truly blessed!

On this journey of life we are all tempted. At times these temptations are

very obvious. But many times our temptations are quietly more subtle (and
dangerous!) The devil is very crafty when he tempts us!
Jesus 1s with us when we are tempted. As a true 100% human Jesus
suffered very real and powerful temptations. To deny this would be the
same as denying that Jesus was truly human as we are. Yes! Jesus 1s with
us.

So in the Bible we read: “Jesus understands every weakness of ours,
because he was tempted in every way that we are. But Jesus did not sin!
So whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the throne of
our merciful God. There we will be treated with undeserved kindness, and
we will find help.” (Hebrews 4:15-16). How encouraging!

Especially in this corona-era let us share with others compassion and
encouragement that comes to us through Jesus, our God.
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2nd Sunday Lent Year C 13/3/22
Scripture: Genesis 15:5-18 ;Psalm 27 ;Phillipians 3:17 ;Luke 9:28-34

Covenant is a theological technical word in the Bible. It has a very special
and deep meaning. That can influence in a beautiful way our everyday life.
Let us ponder this deep meaning today. Covenant gives us hope,
encouragement and taste to our lives.

A covenant is a 2way promise of 2 parties to each other. Please do not
afraid of grappling with this strange technical word!

Here is the wonderful meaning: Our Creator God who is our gentle,
loving Father-God, has made a solemn promise to each of us. At our
Baptism, through the voice of the Church, God our Father proclaims this
promise: “You are my special loved child. Through your journey in life I will
always be beside you. I will protect and guide you.” This promise of God our
Father is unconditional. That means that if I stray and forget God; or even
if o reject God, God will never ever forget or reject us. God gives us
unconditional love.

But Covenant is a 2-way promise. We are called to promise this gentle
Father-God: “My loving Father, I trust you. I give my life into your gentle
hands. I will try to live a good life-please help me.”

In the first reading (Genesis 15) we see Abraham as the first human to
receive the beautiful and encouraging promise. Abraham trusted God, even
when his life seemed to be hard.

Jesus renewed this covenant promise at the Last Supper. “This is my
blood of the new and everlasting covenant.”

Covenant is the main theme of the Bible. So we divide the Bible into The
Old Promise and the New Promise.

But who 1s this Jesus? God the Son put aside the glory of God in Heaven,
and became human, just like us. This makes our God close, approachable
and understanding of our human fraility.

One day Jesus climbed a mountain with his disciples Peter, James and
John. At the top of the mountain a great light shone out of Jesus. It was his
God-head shining through his body. Yes, Jesu is God. 100% God. (Today’s
Gospel)

Later on low ground in the Garden of Gethsemeni Jesus was torn with
fear and torment of soul. The humanity of Jesus was suffering. Yes, Jesus
1s human. 100% human.

We put these 2 scenes together to discover the wonder of our God
becoming human like us.



So we humans can approach Jesus with confidence. The Lent let us give
some silent time to talk to this kind Jesus. Tell him all your hopes and
worries. Jesus listens to us. And remember, Jesus, by his death on the cross
renews God solemn promise to us -the Covenant.

Let us always and in concrete ways share God’s gifts to us with others.
Such sharing is very important! "The Lord’s friendship is for those who
revere him, to them He reveals his Covenant.” Psalm25:13
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3rd Sunday Lent Year C 20/3/22
Scripture: Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 103; Luke 13:1-9

The scene of Moses and the burning bush (Exodus 3:2) teaches us a lot
about God and his attitude toward us humans. Also it teaches us how to
relate to God. So this is a very special part of Scripture indeed!

The background is this. The Jewish people are suffering a cruel, harsh
slavery. But Moses, a Jew, has escaped to another country. He is a shepherd.
One day Moses sees a strange sight. It is a bush burning but not destroyed.
Moses’ curiosity is arouced. Then God calls from the bush: “Moses! Moses.”
God reveals to Moses his own special name. God tells Moses to come closer,
but to take his shoes off. In other words, show reverence to God, while at
the same time sharing the intimacy of first names. A balance!

God calls each person by his/her name. At Baptism, through the Church,
this 1s made public. And we call ‘Jesus’ by name. Like Moses we are called
to have an intimate relationship with God and at the same time to have a
warm reverence towards God. It 1s important to get that balance. When we
pray to God are we perhaps over-polite? But we cannot use God for our own
selfish purpose!

God saw the suffering of the Jews in slavery. Their prayer for relief went
straight to God. God felt with them. So God sent Moses as his instrument
of freedom and peace.

God sees the pain in our hearts. Ask our compassionate God for help. But
go beyond your personal pain and ask God to give peace in Ukraine, and
give all of us healing from the corona-omicron virus.

In today’s reading Moses meets God for the first time. Gradually that
relationship and the dialogue between them became more warm and
intimate. The Bible tells us that “the Lord God spoke to Moses, face to face,
as one speaks to a friend” (Exodus 33: 11) Let us do the same.

The Gospel tells how Jesus preached against a punishing God.
Punishment from heaven because we do something bad 1s a dangerous
superstition.

The responsorial Psalm 103 gives us the beauty of our God. “God gives us
his gifts generously, and deep mercy; God is slow to get angry with us and
has deep compassion for us.”

This Lent let us meet in prayer and talk to our gentle God as a friend.
Let us pray for others.
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4th Sunday of Lent Year C 27/3/22
Scripture: Joshuab:9-12; Psalm 34; 2 Cor.5:17-21; Luke 15:11-32

We call God: “Our Father.” At Baptism we become a child of this Father. Is God a strict
Father? Never happen! God our Father is our God “abundant in blessings, full of mercy,
slow to anger, rich in compassion, “ready to forgive” (This sentence is first used in
Genesis and repeated numerous times, especially in the Psalms)

Today Jesus gives us a concreate description of God our living Father by using the
teaching method of the time, that is, a parable. A parable is taken from life, but usually
has a surprising difference to emphasize the teaching.

A Father had two sons. The younger son gravely insulted his father selfishly
demanded the value of the family property due to him when his father died. Then the
younger son left his home for the city. He spent all his wealth on pleasure. This son lost
everything — even his human dignity. He was so hungry that he even wanted to eat the
bean-food of the pigs he was caring for. In the depths of his misery he recalled the time
at his home with his father. He reviewed his life and realized he had sinned against God
and his father. This son decided to return home, asking his father to at least accept him
as a worker, not a son.

Now we come to the most important character of this saga. This son’s father has been
going out of his home; he gazes at the distant road waiting with hope to see his son
return. One day the father sees his son in the distance. The son’s clothes are ragged, his
feet bare. The father runs to his son and gives him a big hug. “My son! Welcome home.”

Now we come to the older brother. He is totally self — centered. He keeps the rules of
filial piety but only on the surface. He is cold and has no warmth of love for his father.
He is coldly strict — he wants his younger brother punished, not welcomed. He is jealous,
full of grudges. He looks down on his brother and will not forgive him. He too insults his
father by not going in the house. But his father comes out to meet him too and says: “My
son, I have always loved you.”

There is so much of all of us in the two sons. Maybe at times we have committed deep
sin. If we go to God our loving Father and say “sorry” from our heart, we will get a warm
welcome back home.

But most times we are like the older son. We take God’s love for granted, or forget it.
At times our religion is only on the surface. We can look down on others; we can be
unforgiving, jealous, have a grudge, be a hypocrite; or want God to punish others etc.

We all know the story of the prodigal son and the loving father. Please read it again
very slowly. This is our God who loves us as we are.

Look at yourself in a mirror. See yourself. Then say: “God my Father loves me as his
special child. I will go to him in prayer with more love.”
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