5th Sunday Lent Year C 3/4/22
Scripture: Isaiah43:16-21 ;Psalm126 ;Phillipians3:8-14 ;John 8:1-11

The Bible i1s a very special book-it is unique! In the Bible the true God
speaks to us humans. And we can hear and see Jesus himself. An important
passage in the New Testament tells us: ‘Jesus has the same attitude of
heart towards us today, as he had to the people in the Gospel. He will
always be the same’ (Hebrews 13:25)

So when we hear and read today’s Gospel, let us say to ourselves: This is
the same gentle, understanding Jesus who is alive today and is at may side.
He turns a gentle, forgiving face to me as he does in the Gospel.

The super strict Pharasee thought-police capture a woman in act of
adultery. They drag the embarrassed woman before Jesus and say: “Moses
tell us to stone to death such a woman as a big sinner. What do you say?”
(One might ask, where is the man?!) they aim to trap Jesus two ways (in a
wooden scissors). If Jesus says: “Stone her” his gentleness disappears; if
Jesus says: "Free her", Jesus can be accused of being against Moses !.

Jesus has told us: “Do no judge others”. Here Jesus says to Pharasees:
“You judge this poor woman! You do not know her circumstances. Whoever
of you 1s without sin, let him throw the first stone”. Then an interesting
note, Jesus sits down, and with a stick doodles in the dust! One by one her
accusers leave.

Then Jesus looks up at this woman. The look of Jesus is understanding
and full of compassion. Jesus says: “Your sins are forgiven, go in peace and
sin no more”. This same gentle look of Jesus touched the heart of Zachaeus,
up his tree, and Peter who had just committed a big sin of denying that he
even knew Jesus.

Last Sunday we thought over the Parable of the Prodigal Son and Loving
Father. Today’s scene is that parable in the concrete action of Jesus.

We meet the same Risen Lord with his kind face.

But some may say: “The sinners in the Gospels are big sinners!” my sins
are relatively small. But let ask ourselves. Do I keep in contact with Jesus
through daily prayer? Am I self-centered? Am I proud? Do I accept myself,
or am I jealous of others? Do I help others? Do I forgive people who have
hurt me? etc.etc.

All of us are sinners. All of us can have forgiveness and peace from the
Jesus who i1s the same today as he was when he lived in Israel.

We meet this same Jesus in the Sacrament of Forgiveness, where Jesus
says to us: “Go in peace your sins are forgiven” ‘I will seek your face, O
Lord, Hide not your face from me’ Psalm27:8-9.
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PASSION (PALM) Sunday Year C  10/4/22

Scripture : Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22; Philippians 2:6-11; Luke 23:1-49

The last message of Jesus to us, before returning to Heaven was: “Fear not. I am with
you always.”

Jesus returned to Heaven, yet he is beside us now. Jesus spent 30 years in Nazareth.
His life there was ordinary, first, as apprentice to Joseph, and then as the village
carpenter. The Risen Jesus is with us in our ordinary daily life and work.

Then Jesus left Nazareth, and its ordinary life, to spend 3 years telling us the Good
News that God loves us. Jesus met opposition, persecution and finally experienced
excruciating mental and physical pain. Jesus, our God, is also with us when we too meet
suffering. So Jesus has returned to Heaven, but through his Resurrection is with us now.

Today is the first day of Holy Week. This is the most solemn week of the Church’s
liturgy.

On Wednesday the priests of the Yokohama Diocese, with our Bishop, renew their
dedication as priests in the Yamate Cathedral. During this Mass together, our Bishop
blesses the Holy Oils. These 3 oils are used during the year — the Oil of Chrism, Oil of
Baptism, Oil for the Sick.

On Palm Sunday we read the Passion Story of Luke. On Thursday we commemorate
the Last Supper. On Friday we recall the love that Jesus had for us, as Jesus suffered
for us. On Saturday evening and Sunday morning we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.
His suffering gives us encouragement, his Resurrection gives us hope for our future.

Let us consider the words Jesus spoke on the cross as told in Luke’s Gospel Passion
events.

@ “Father! Forgive them for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34)

Jesus prayed these words of forgiveness as the cruel Roman soldiers were hammering
nails into his hands and feet. And also the elders were insulting him. Jesus has taught
us to forgive others and pray for them. Here Jesus teaches us by concrete deed.

@ “This day you will be with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43)

Two actual criminals were crucified with Jesus. One said to the other: “This man, Jesus,
is innocent. We both deserve our death sentence.” Then the good thief (he is called
Dismas) said as his final prayer: “Jesus! Remember me when you come into your
Kingdom.” May we hear these words of comfort as we die.

@ “Father! Into your hands I give my life.” (Luke 23:46)

This prayer is taken from Psalm 31. Mary taught this Psalm to her child Jesus. Jesus
had this heart of trust throughout his life. Trusting our Father who loves us, let us offer
our lives to God.

Let us make a special effort to meet Jesus in prayer in these last days of Lent.
Consider the love for us behind this suffering as we prepare to celebrate his Resurrection,
our hope.
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Resurrection Easter Sunday Year C 17/4/22
Scripture: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118; 1 Cor. 5:6-8; John 20:1-9

Please do not think of the Resurrection of Jesus just as an ancient
historical happening of 2000 years ago! The resurrection of Jesus affects us
today and can influence our everyday lives. The resurrection has many
aspects:

1. The Resurrection proves that Jesus was truly God. Jesus is not just a
ghost-spirit. Jesus is our God who is alive.

2. The Resurrection proves that the Way that Jesus showed us leads to our
own life after death.

3. The Resurrection proves that the teaching of Jesus is a message to us
from the true God.

4. And lastly an aspect of the Resurrection that I personally feel is most
important for us. Jesu who is alive, lives beside each one of us. In his
body Jesus only lived for 33 years in a distant country. Now, because of
the Resurrection Jesus lives beside each one of us in Japan. Through his
word in the Gospels Jesus calls each one of us by name and in a living
voice says to each one of us: “Fear not! I am with you”

Here 1s a concrete example, from a man who gave me permission to use
his name and example.

Mr. Tanabe came to my “Pray the Bible” class. His wife had died and he
lived with his family. But the father of the family was transferred to New
York and the family went with him. One day Mr. Tanabe was eating his
evening meal alone when a friend called in to visit him. The visitor said:
“Mr. Tanabe. Are you lonely when you eat alone by yourself?”

Mr. Tanabe replied: “I am never alone. The Risen Jesus is always beside
me. So, I eat my meal with Jesus.”

That is the deep meaning of the Resurrection of Jesus. I celebrated Mr.
Tanabe’s funeral and told his story.

Everyone! Happy Easter. May the Risen Lord give you peace and health.
That 1s my prayer for you.
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2nd Sunday Easter Year C 24/4/22
Scripture: Acts 5:12-16; Psalm 118; Apoc 1:9-19; John 20:19-31

A popular hymn is : “My friend Jesus, full of compassion.”

The doctor of the church, St Augustine in the 4th century wrote: “Who is a real friend?
A true friend is someone who know everything about me and still accepts me as I am
and loves me.” Jesus is such a true friend.

Indeed, “Full of compassion, my friend Jesus” Jesus, our God, when he looks upon
each of us has a heart full of compassion. Jesus pours unconditional love on each of us.
Even when our faith is weak, or when we are full of doubts, or even if we desert Jesus
and leave his church, or drift away — Jesus still gives 100% love.

In today’s Gospel we have a concrete example of Jesus’ patience, understanding of
human weakness — in a word concrete example of his compassion.

Thomas was a twin. For 3 years he walked with Jesus. But Thomas hoped that Jesus
would use his power and popularity to chase the Roman occupation army out of his
country. The hopes of Thomas were shattered when Jesus died on the cross. In his
disappointment he wanted to be alone so left the small group of followers. Thomas did
not accept the words of the women who had met the Risen Jesus. Thomas was both
stubborn and full of doubts. His faith was weak.

But after some time Thomas did return to the group. The Risen Jesus came to this
group of followers. Jesus, as God, understood the human weakness of Thomas. Jesus
did not scold him. (Such compassion!) Jesus gently called Thomas by name and said:
“Thomas, touch me. It is really me, your friend Jesus.” Thomas was filled with joy, peace
and faith as a result of the compassion of Jesus. Thomas made a deep act of faith.” My
Load and my God.”

In this scene we today are given encouragement when we have doubts and weak faith.

The English Saint John Henry Newman (died 1890) said: “Our faith is often mixed
with doubt. These doubts are definitely not a sin. Rather doubts can cause us to ponder
our faith and what it means, and so like Thomas come to a deeper faith.

So let us use the prayer of the father in the Gospel whose son was having an epileptic
fit. “O Jesus! I do believe, please help my unbelief.” (Mark 9:24)

“Full of compassion, Jesus my friend.”
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