3rd Sunday Easter Year C 1/5/22
Scripture: Acts 5:27-32,40-41 Psalm30 Rev 5:11-14 John 21:1-19

The people of the Bible are not only historical people, they represent us
and show us in a practical way how to relate to God. Also they show us what
attitude God takes to us humans.

Today let us consider peter and his relationship to Jesus. And the attitude
of Jesus to Peter.

Peter had an annoying habit. He was very impulsive. Peter spoke and
acted without thinking. In today’s Gospel, for example, Peter is told that it
1s Jesus on the shore and he immediately dives in to go to Jesus. A person
who constantly acts impulsively can be so annoying. But Jesus accepted
Peter as-he-was. We all have our strange habits. Jesus accepts us and our
habits, do we accept others?

Peter at first relied on his own human strength, forgetting to rely on God.
At the Last Supper he said he would follow Jesus, even if he had to die for
him. “Others might deny you, but not me.” But Peter sinned badly, Peter
denied that he even knew Jesus, 3 times. But Jesus understands and kindly
forgives us weak humans. Jesus asked Peter 3 times, to repair his denied:
“Peter do you love me?” We meet the same gentle, understanding and
forgiving Jesus today. We meet Jesus especially in prayer and the Eucharist.
Then Jesus tells Peter, and us today, an important message. Jesus says to
us something like this, “When you were young you had energy and could
freely do what you wanted to do. But when you get old you will have
limitations-limitations of energy, sight, hearing, memory, and action. But
fear not I am with you. So in this later era of your life. I, Jesus, say to you
again ‘Come follow me.” that is the kind of message that Jesus offers the
elderly.

Let us today all of us meet in prayer this gentle Jesus and say: “Jesus! I
love you”
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4th Sunday Easter Year C 8/5/22

Scripture : Acts 13:14-52; Psalm 100&23; Rev.7:9-17; John 10:27-30

Today we meet Jesus in his role as our shepherd. We are his own sheep.
Jesus says: “I know my sheep, they belong to me, hear my voice and follow
me.”

For me, born in New Zealand, there were many sheep! But sheep were
just a distant white mass. Then I came to Japan and in Ryujin, Wakayama,
I saw just 1-2 sheep. So I thought anew and studied sheep and shepherds
in the time of Jesus. As a result of this study, Jesus as the good shepherd
gives me a feeling of intimacy and encouragement. In fact, whenever I feel
down-hearted I pray Psalm 23. — The Lord is my shepherd. It gives me rest.

In the time of Jesus, a shepherd had 10-20 sheep. When a lamb was born
1t was given its own name, and when the sheep heard its name, it would go
to the shepherd and feel safe.

Jesus says today: “I know my sheep.” And this word ‘Know’, has a deep
meaning. — not just knowing with the head, but loving with the heart.
Between shepherd and sheep there was a close bond. So, through this
beautiful parable Jesus invites each of us to a close, warm companionship.

A sheep 1s defenseless. So the shepherd guards are defends his sheep
against wolves with a special stick. A sheep has little sense of direction. A
sheep needs guidance. On the path of life Jesus guards and guides us. And
if we stray Jesus looks for us. When he finds us Jesus does not scold us —
he rejoices because he found us.

In the Good Shepherd parable there is a warm atmosphere. There is a
warm relationship between shepherd and sheep.

But we are not sheep. We are humans. Jesus desires a warm relationship
with us. But every relationship needs meeting together, and talking
together. Let us meet Jesus, our shepherd in prayer, in our Mass and Holy
Communion, and in our brothers and sisters, especially those who suffer,
or are lonely. Tell Jesus about yourself. He is listening with a sensitive ear.
This week let us spend at least 5 quiet minutes, slowly reading as a prayer
Psalm 23 (The Lord is my Shepherd).
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5th Sunday of Easter Year C 15/5/22
Scripture: Acts 14:21-27; Psalm 145; Rev. 21:1-8; John 13:31-35

A personal experience: I have a cousin, Brian. We had a close friendship.
Married, he had 6 children. His youngest girl, Michelle, became very sick
after the birth of her child. Michelle needed a bone marrow transplant,
otherwise she would die. Her older sister Rosa said: “Take the marrow from
me.” Both underwent a long, serious operation. Michelle says now: “Big
sister Rosa gave me my life. I am ever grateful. I am blessed.” We were all
grateful and full of admiration.

All' We are all blessed in this way.

Jesus gave up his very life to save us and give us new life. Look at the
crucifix — THIS IS HOW MUCH JESUS LOVES US.

Jesus as God knows our weakness and sins, but Jesus still loves us as-
we-are. It is in this atmosphere of love that Jesus tells us today: “Love one
another as I have loved you. I love you, so love one another.” In the words

of Jesus to us, the words “as I” are vitally important.

Let us look at the words of Jesus to us today. “Love one another.” Here
the word “love” does NOT MEAN having a warm feeling towards a person!
There are some people who have hurt us, or say bad things about us. Some
people have a different personality, or their ideas are different from us, we
just do not match! Some people we find are self-centred, proud, dull, look
down on us or use us. It is hard to have a warm feeling of love towards such
people. It 1s impossible.

But it is people like this, who are different and difficult whom Jesus tells
us today to love. Here “love” means to accept people as-they-are. Do not
judge such people. Show kindness to them, and pray for them. Accept them.
Show accepting-love.

Is such “love” impossible? Not if we ask Jesus our God to help us. So if we
have a grudge against someone, or do not like them, ask Jesus for help and
also pray for that person. But as a foundation recall that Jesus, our God,
knows me thoroughly and accepts me as-I-am. Let us accept others as Jesus
accepts us. Let such accepting-love be the main feature of us Christians.
This 1s our witness for Jesus.
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6th Sunday of Easter Year C 22/5/22
Scripture: Acts 15:1-29; Psalm 67; Rev. 21:10-24; John 14:23-29

Today let us consider the 4 Scripture readings.

(DIn Acts we read: “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and us.” The disciples
of Jesus had to make a big decision. They prayed, asking the Holy Spirit
to guide them. They discussed the problem with that guidance, and then
made the decision. This is the Bible’s guidance for us too when we make
a decision. Here I ask you a question. Do you remember all the teaching
of Jesus? No one can! Jesus tells us in the Gospel that the Holly Sprit will
work in us and gradually we will recall the teaching of Jesus. Give this
working of the Holly Sprit time! Pray to the Holy Sprit.

@Psalm 67: Personally, I pray this Psalm every morning. I pray that this
country Japan may come to know the message of salvation — that is, that
God loves everyone without exception.

@ In the reading from Revelation 21, John as if in a dream, tells us that in
the new era of the Risen Jesus, there will be no Temple. (In the old era
the Temple was the place where the chosen people met God.) In the new
era Jesus himself is the ‘new Temple’. Jesus risen, is close to us. Jesus
actually makes his home in each of our hearts. (John 14:23)

@In the Gospel Jesus says to us: “My peace I give to you. But my peace is
different from the world’s peace.” The peace that Jesus gives us can be
experienced even when we suffer. The peace that Jesus gives us is based
on the beautiful truth that Jesus as God loves us and walks life’s journey

beside us. Jesus loves us and accepts us as — we — are. This acceptance
by Jesus becomes a stimulus to know him more and follow him more
whole-heartedly. St. Francis of Assisi composed a prayer called “The
Prayer of Peace.” This prayer is based on the teaching and path of Jesus.
The theme is: stop being self - centered and rather think of others. We
need God’s help, strength and guidance to give up self! Let us ask God for
this gift. When we share our selves, our hearts, our time with others we
will taste the peace that Jesus promises.

To all: The peace of the Load be with you.
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ASCENSION OF THE LORD Year C  29/5/22
Scripture : Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Hebrews 9:24-10:23; Luke 24:46-53

“Jesus ascends into Heaven” At these words, as they were read in the
Gospel, before Vatican II, the Easter candle was extinguished. The Church
said: stop that custom, because it gives the wrong message. Actually, the
real truth is the opposite! Because of the Ascension the Risen Jesus is alive
and lives with us. Pope Francisin ‘The Joy of the Gospel’ # 164 writes,

“The Risen Jesus always walks beside us giving light, strength and
freedom.”

The Son became human and lived on this earth for 33 years in the distant
nation of Israel, 2000 years ago. That restriction of time and place no longer
exists. The Risen Jesus lives with us now, here in Japan!

Jesus as God has returned to the glory of Heaven. In Heaven, as the
representative of us humans Jesus prays for us. As a result of that prayer
we receive the strength and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus also prepares for each one of us a place in Heaven. (John 14:2). Yes,
we have a reserved seat in Heaven. The 2nd reading today from Hebrews
tells us that as the new High Priest Jesus prays for us. Let us pray to Jesus,
and with Jesus, so that we will arrive safely in Heaven after we die.

In the Gospel, notice how patient and understanding of human fraility is
Jesus. For 3 years he had told his followers that he was NOT the Saviour
who would chase the occupation army of Rome out of Israel. Jesus is a
saviour of souls, and of people’s hearts. Yet despite Jesus telling them, they
still wanted a political saviour! Jesus is patient and accepting of us too!

The last words of Jesus before his ascension were: “Go into the ends of
the earth and be my witnesses.” This is a request to us to continue Christ’s
work on earth. “The ends of the earth” start in our own homes, family,
workplace, school, neighbourhood. We witness for Jesus by telling people
about our faith, but more importantly, and more effectively by being kind,
thoughtful, encouraging and forgiving to others. To do this we must rely on
the strength and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Let us ask Jesus to send us
that help.
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