14th Sunday Year C 3/7/22
Scripture: Isaiah 66:10-14 ; Psalm 66 ; Luke10:1-20

In the 3rd verse of today’s Psalm66 is this line: “Come and hear! I will
tell you all that God did for my soul...he did not withhold his love for me”
So, I will start this homily by sharing my feelings. At times I am asked:
“Why did you become a priest?” And in N.Z. : "Why be a priest overseas. We
have few here?”

The personal answer is: “I feel that this is where God wants me to be”
And also “where I want to be”.

But also I feel that God has been good to me. I would like to share God’s
love with others. That is why I am a missionary. I want to share God’s love.
My faith gives my life meaning, purpose, hope and delightful taste-even in
times of sickness and suffering.

That is me! But everyone without exception is called to be a witness for
Jesus. Or to put this another way: ‘Everyone who is baptized is called to be
a missionary. Called to be a light in darkness, an instrument of Christ’s
peace, love and hope. Each in one’s own small family, and people we meet.
Each in accord with one’s ability.

On the night of the birth of Jesus the message from Heaven was “Peace”.
Jesus gave people and meaning to the lives of Zachaeus, peter, Mary
Magdalen. At the Last Supper Jesus said: “My peace I leave with you. My
peace I give you. My peace is different from this world’s peace”(John 14:27).
In todays Gospel Jesus calls 72 and sends them as messengers of God’s
peace. They are to proclaim: “Peace to this house.” And they are not to rely
on this world’s goods or their own strength. They must rely on the God who
sends them-Jesus himself.

Jesus sends us today as messengers of his peace. Let us rely on the
strength, and words, that Jesus gives us.

We are all called to be the missionaries of Jesus. Let us forget self,
convenience and think of others. Let us show kindness, thoughtfulness and
forgiveness. That is let us be instruments of the peace of Christ.
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15th Sunday Year C 10/7/22
Scripture: Deut. 30:10-14 ; Psalm 69 ; Col. 1:15-20 ; Luke 10:25-37

Here 1s the most important question to ask ourselves: “What must I do
now to get into Heaven when I die?”

That 1s the question that the lawyer asks Jesus. To arrive safely at the
gate of Heaven 1s the true purpose of our lives here on this earth. Jesus’
answer 1s very important. “Love God, love yourself, love your neighbor.” We
love God by giving him some time each day in prayer. We love ourselves by
accepting our human weakness, and we are challenged to love our neighbor.
“But who is our neighbor?” is the next question of the lawyer.

As background: a Jewish Pharisee lawyer in the time of Jesus believed
that the ‘neighbor’ he is to love is limited to his family and friends. Outside
those people, ignore them! And do not even talk to foreigners, especially
Samaritans. They are rejected by God.

To challenge us, even today, Jesus tells the beautiful story of the Good
Samaritan. We all know the story. But this week please read it and pray it,
again and again, and yet again! Slowly, thoughtfully and prayerfully.

The road from Jerusalem to Jericho is lonely and dangerous. Gangs of
rubbers hide out in the side vallies and rob travelers. A Jewish traveler is
attacked, beaten and robbed. He is left half dead, with many wounds that
are bleeding. A Jewish priest travelling on the same road sees the wounded
man covered in blood and dust. But he does not stop to help. Then a prayer
leader in the synagogue passes the wounded man--- he pretends not to see
him! These two so called religious men, sin by omission.

Then a third traveler comes. He 1s a hated Samaritan. Especially the
Pharisees look down on Samaritans as half-caste pagans rejected by God.
But this Samaritan sees the wounded man lying on the side of the road,
and 1s moved with deep compassion. He washes the wounds and put healing
oil on them. He gives care, time and his money.

The message of Jesus for us is that our kindness, thoughtfulness,
encouragement and compassion must be very, very wide. Even going out to
people of other countries. Let us not put our own convenience or reticence,
or shyness stop us from being kind.

In this Corona-era there are many times we can be like the Good
Samaritan. Our monthly collection of rice for poor people is a small start!

Remember the reward--- eternal happiness in Heaven.
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16th Sunday Year C  17/7/22
Scripture : Genesis 18:1-10 ; Psalm 15 ; Cor. 1:24-28 ; Luke 10:38-42

Jesus speaks to us today in a living voice through the Bible. Jesus says:
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open
the door, I will come in and we shall have a meal together.” (Rev.3:20) Let
us open the door of our hearts and invite Jesus to come in!

In the 1st. reading from Genesis, Abraham invites 3 men into the
hospitality of his tent. He is rewarded with a gift from God. In the Gospel
2 sisters, Martha and Mary invite Jesus into their home. Jesus rewards
them with a conversation that gives them peace. Let us open the door of our
hearts, invite Jesus to come in. Jesus will give us peace of heart too.

The Bible tells us: Jesus loved Martha and Mary (John 11:5). Martha and
Mary were friends of Jesus.

Saint Teresa of Avila is officially recognized by the Church as ‘The Doctor
of Prayer’. St. Teresa writes: “Prayer is a heart to heart conversation with
Christ, our friend, whom we know loves us.”

We in Japan live in a society that is busy! We too, like Martha, have
worries. There are many distractions, such as TV., smartphone, etc. etc. In
themselves these are not bad, but over-use can be a block to meeting Christ
in prayer. — like static!

Let us ponder on the way we pray. Is our prayer an intimate conversation
with our friend Jesus?

Martha complains to Jesus. Jesus gently replies. Jesus shows his
gentleness by saying Martha’s name twice. If we have complaints to Jesus,
that 1s OK. Talking to Jesus, telling him what is in our hearts, is the
important thing.

The younger sister, Mary, just sits at Jesus feet. Mary does not use words.
Mary just tastes the love that Jesus has for her.

Let our prayer be a combination of both. At times we may have something
to say. At other times we can just sit surrounded by the love that Jesus has
for each of us. We too are the friends of Jesus. Jesus accepts us as-we-are.
Let us go to Jesus with confidence.
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17th Sunday Year C 24/7/22

Scripture: Genesis 18:10-32 ; Psalm 138 ; Col. 2:12-14 ; Luke 11:1-13

I use the words ‘warm relationship with God’ often. Jesus expresses that
warm relationship with the child’s word to a gentle, loving Father ‘Abba’.
Jesus uses the warm family meal as an example. St. Paul uses the word
‘righteous’. The Good News 1s: ‘God 1is love.’

Two people in a warm relationship of love and respect communicate with
each other. Sometimes these two use words, sometimes actions, and always
with an attitude of warmth, respect, and honesty.

And that exactly what prayer is — communicating with God in a warm
relationship as a friend.

In the 1st reading (Genesis 18) we meet Abraham who scripture calls:
“God’s friend” (James 2:23). Abraham talks to God with warmth, humor
and friendship. “O Load I am but dust and ashes but I boldly state my
request." (Genesis 18:27)

Prayer is vitally important to each of us as we walk the path of life
towards our goal, Heaven.

There is liturgical prayer (eg. the Mass) and prayers we use written by
others. And there is heart to heart conversation, talking to God using our
own words. Both styles of prayer are important — they intertwine.

The disciples of Jesus went to him and said: ‘Lord, please teach us to
pray’: Let that be our request too. Jesus taught us a model prayer — we call
it ‘The Lord’s Prayer.” The key word is ‘Father’ or in Jesus’ own language
‘Abba’ This 1s a child’s word to a gentle loving father. It expresses a warm,
loving relationship.

Jesus tells us: Ask and you shall receive” (Luke 11:9) From here I will use
a personal concrete example, because so often we ask God for something
and do not receive it! God appears to be deaf to our request!

When I was 40 years old I was pastor of Sakitsu in Amakusa. I thrived
in the relaxed life of the fishing village. I was close to the sea. But suddenly
I became sick and was 9 months in hospital. I asked God for health. My
sickness got worse! I had to go back to N.Z. I was angry with God. But now
looking back on that time, I realize that I matured both as a person and as
a Christ-follower. Now I can actually thank God for that time. I did not get
what I asked for, but I got something better.

God always turns a gentle ear to our prayer. But God gives us always a
good result.

God gives us the Holy Sprit who gives us strength, consolation and an
understanding of how God works in our lives.
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18th Sunday Year C 31/7/22
Scripture:Quireheth1:2,2:21-23 ; Psalm 95 ;Col 3:1-5 ; Luke12:13-21

40 years ago, I was in hospital for 3 weeks with pneumonia. I was
confined to bed and could only see the wall of my hospital room. A
parishioner came to visit me and give me an ‘Asahi graph’, art special
edition. The paintings of Higashiyama Kai-1 were featured. The scenes of
nature, green hills, trees and lakes gave me a sense of freedom. But then I
came to the famous painting ‘The Way’. This painting started me thinking.
“I am on the road of life. What is my destination? How am I walking this
path? And, who am I walking with?” after 40 years I still value this
painting. It still causes me to think!

The scripture of today’s Mass is a thought- provoking challenge to all of

us. What are my priorities in my everyday life?
Do I emphasize things of the spirit, or material things of this world?
Material things are not evil in themselves, but they can distract us from
what is really important. That is, walking the path of life with Jesus. Do I
give time to Jesus in prayer, and to my neighbor being kind, thoughtful and
unselfish?

In today’s first reading Quoreheth tells us that even if we have a
mountain of goods or are full of success in worldly matters-all this is empty.
When we die, we leave everything -and where does it go? Not to eternal life.

In the Gospel Jesus tells us in a vivid parable that our life is not made
secure, even 1if we have more than we need. Jesus tells us to store our
treasure in Heave-that is where 1t is so valuable. And let us share.

Was Psalm 95 says;’Let us listen to the word of God”.

We are walking the path of life, and our destination is Heaven and a life
of eternal happiness with God. We do not walk this path alone, Jesus is
beside us as our fellow traveler. So let us put first things first.
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