23rd Sunday Year C 4/9/22

Scripture: Wisdom 9:13-18; Psalm 90; Luke 14:25-33

A hymn which children sing with gusto is: "Jesus 1s my number one!”

That 1s the theme of today’s scripture.

Let us adults too, ask if Jesus is the center of our everyday lives?
There are 2 sayings of Jesus in today’s Gospel that must be put into the

context of all the teachings of Jesus.

1.

Jesus tells us that we cannot be one of his followers unless we give up
all our possessions! Does that mean that I must sell my TV, easy-chair
and everything I own? Jesus did NOT mean us to read this literally.
Jesus is asking us: what do I put as most important in my life — goods,
sports, hobby, business, good name et cetera. These are all passing things.
They are not bad in themselves. They can become a distraction to the
main purpose of our short lives here on earth - that is to acknowledge
and love our God, ourselves and our neighbor. In so doing we arrive
safely at the door of Heaven- life’s purpose. Let us thank God for all He
has given us, and let us share some part of our goods with others-
especially the poor (Today’s rice collection is a small symbol of such aims).

Let us use the prayer from today’s reading from Wisdom: “O Lord grant
me wisdom and send your Holy Spirit... teach and strengthen me on my
path on earth and so I will be saved.” And Psalm 90: "Make me know the
shortness of life that we may gain wisdom of heart.”

Is Jesus, our God, number one in my life? Do I carry my daily cross with
Jesus? Do I give time to prayer?

Jesus says what seems harsh: “You cannot be my follower unless you
prefer me to your father, mother, wife, children, brother, sister, or whole
your life.” This must not be taken literally. Put it into context of all of
Jesus’ teaching. Jesus stood by the 4th, Commandment. Jesus loved his
mother, foster father, relatives and Jesus treated his followers as his
brothers and sisters.

If we put Jesus as number one in our lives, our love for all will be much
deeper and full of meaning. There will be a delightful taste come to our
everyday.

Can we put this path of Jesus for our lives into reality using our own
human efforts? No! No! No! We must rely on God’s wisdom and strength.
May dJesus, our God, be number one in our lives.
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24th Sunday Year C 11/9/22
Scripture: Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 51; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10

We begin our Mass with: “I confess to God and you all that I have often
sinned in thought, word, deed and omission.” Some people feel that just
maybe they are a little sinner. Such think: “I am not a big sinner like some
characters in the Bible eq David, Paul, Peter.”

St. Francis of Assisi, a great and holy saint, often said “I am a great
sinner.” He meant: “God has given me so much love. My reply has been so
weak. I am a sinner.”

Jesus proclaimed: “I am the friend of sinners.” Ask ourselves: “Am I a
friend of Jesus? Is Jesus my friend?”

In today’s Responsorial Psalm 51 we have this prayer: “Have mercy on
me O God. In your kindness and compassion forgive my sins.”

A sound theologian wrote: “Compassion, forgiveness and love are not just
attributes of God, they are of the very essence of God himself.” I find that
thought-provoking!

In the first reading from Exodus the Jews had just recently by God’s
power escaped from slavery in Egypt and were in the desert. While Moses
was absent the people forgot the One True God who 1s not visible to the
human eye. They made a statue and worshiped it as God. They were guilty
of a great sin — both ingratitude and idol worship. Moses prayed to God for
forgiveness. God forgive them.

In the 2nd reading (1 Tim.) Paul tells us that he was a big sinner — he
helped in the killing of St. Stephen. And Jesus in his compassion forgave
him.

We read in John 10:3 where Jesus says: “I am the good shepherd. I know
and call each sheep by name.” And in Isaiah 43, where Jesus is the
fulfillment, we hear God says to us: “I call you by name. You are precious in
my eyes and I love you. Fear not, I am with you.”

In the Gospel parable Jesus is the shepherd, when the shepherd Jesus
puts his flock into the safe fold at night he realizes that there is one sheep
missing. Jesus goes looking for that one sheep. When he finds it, he is so
glad. Jesus puts the sheep on his shoulders and carries it home to safety,
warmth and love.

You and I are that sheep on Jesus’ shoulders! Each single person is loved
by the shepherd Jesus, who understands human weakness, and forgives us.

We are privileged to know that God loves us. Let us share that love with
others.
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25th Sunday Year C 18/9/22
Scripture: Amos 8:4-7 ; Psalm 113 ; 1Tim. 2:1-8 ; Luke 16:1-13

Jesus challenges us today: “You cannot serve both God and money. You
must make a choice!” “Money” has the broad meaning of goods, fome,
getting on, and things like smartphone, SNS, hobbies and the like. These
things are not evil in themselves, but over-emphasis can distract us from
our true purpose in this life. This over-emphasis tends us to forget God. Let
us ask ourselves: ‘What 1s my priority in my every-day life?’

If we are just a little well off, according to our means, let us share with
the poor. Giving alms is an important part of our Christian life.

The man in the parable is like one who gives his whole heart, energy
and time to his company and in his selfishness and misguided enthusiasm
forgets others. What a waste! Everlasting happiness in Heaven is so
1mportant. Let us consider arriving safely.

The above is the message of Jesus for the 25th, Sunday. But we in
Shinkoyasu, for Old Peoples’Day, have the sacrament of Anointing. The
special Scripture readings are;

(D Numbers 6:22-27. This is the blessing that God instructs Moses to use
over God’s people. God loves us, gives us peace. A heart full of
compassion 1s the attitude God has to us his beloved humans when He
created. God love what He has made.

@ Psalm 23. Jesus, our God, is our gentle shepherd who guides us and
protects us in this life.

@ Isaiah 43:1-5. God who created us knows each one of us and with loves
calls us each by our own name. We are all very special — each one of us.

@ Matthew 11:25-29. Jesus in a living voice gives us a beautiful invitation.
In today’s busy world we all have some tiredness of body and mind. And
we all experience some form of suffering. With these let us go to Jesus to
receive strength, encouragement and peace. Let us answer this beautiful,
kind and thoughtful invitation of Jesus. Jesus, our God, loves us.

Let us share this love and thoughtfulness to others.
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26th Sunday Year C 25/9/22
Scripture: Amos 6:4-7; Psalm 146; 1 Tim 6:11-16; Luke 16:19-31

All scripture, and the Way of Jesus which we walk has consolation and
also challenge. Challenge is vital for us to mature both as human and in
our faith. Let us face ourselves and ask ourselves these questions “What 1s
my attitude to the poor?” is my attitude like warm? Do I see the poor as a
distant group where I am only a by-stander? Do I even think of the poor?

Some will say: ” I feel for the poor but I as one person feel helpless! I
cannot do anything”

In the first reading there i1s a list of luxuries the upper class enjoyed in
the time of Amos. And “the ruin of Joseph(.e the poor and enslaved)” they
did not care for at all(Amos6:6) they only thought of their own comfort in a
self-centered way. The poor were in another world. They ignored them as if
he did not exist. In the Gospel parable the rich man did no bad act to
Lazarus-he just ignored them as if they did not exist. But this rich man
sinned. His was a sin of commaission.

To be a true follower of Jesus, as a vital part of our faith we are called to
have compassion for the poor, the homeless, the starving and the immigrant.

“Compassion” means an open heart that has resisted self-centeredness.
It involves deep thoughtfulness for others. It involves deep thoughtfulness
for others in which we get into the grooving heart of another and feel with
them.

Our gentle and caring God feels with us when we suffer. Let us realize
this loving care, and let us too feel for others, especially the poor. Jesus tells
us’Be compassionate as your heavenly Father is compassionate.”(Luke
6:36) Again Jesus says to us: “I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, sick and in
prison and you came to me,,, You actually did it to me.”(Matt28)

In Japan we have our poor - for example, the homeless, migrants, single-
mothers etcetera.

But today I would loke to present a concrete example of overseas poor. Of
course there are floods in Pakistan and a war in Ukraine. But today I also
give you another country that is suffering - Myanmar. In the south the army
holds power. In the north the different tribes, Kachin and Shan are
attacked. These weeks ago I had word from a Myanmar priest, his church
and the whole village of Catholics had been destroyed by air-raid bombs. I
give you a small pamphlet and ask you to pray for the poor pf Myanmar.
They are like poor Lazarus, sick and unnoticed, lying our doorway.
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