Saint Therese — Patron of our church Year C 2/10/22
Scripture: Wisdom 4:7-15; Psalm 119; Matt. 18:1-14

At our Baptism we receive a name of a protector and model in Heaven.
Each church at its foundation receives a name of a Heavenly protector of
the congregation and its model. Shinkoyasu church is under the care of
Saint Therese of Lisieux and she 1s our model.

Today, as our model, let us consider how St. Teresa viewed the Mass.

St. Teresa loved the Mass. It was her support in a hard life. It was a very
special time when she met and heard her friend Jesus. — both in the
Scriptures and in the Eucharist. Teresa valued the Scriptures — she kept a
copy of the Gospels in her pocket. At Mass Teresa received courage,
guidance, encouragement and a close friendship with Jesus — especially in
Holy Communion.

But for Teresa the attitude of offering her whole self was vital. And this
1s what we do at our Mass. In our Mass we often use these words: ‘sacrifice’,
to offer, offertory, service and offering.

When we come to Mass this sense of offering ourselves is vital to a
meaningful prayer that is the Mass. At our Sunday Mass we give to God
our week’s work — all of it. That 1s, our prayer, but also our everyday actions.
For example St. Teresa gave Jesus even her washing! So we offer to God
our week’s work, our human relationships, our study, our recreation, our
TV time, all our successes and all our failings. — in other words we offer our
whole selves, as we are. A symbol of all we do is the bread — in the liturgy
edled ‘the fruit of work’. Another symbol is the ‘collection’. We put money
into the basket, not as an entry fee, but as a symbol of offering of self. The
money is used for candles, bread, wine and the like. The baskets are placed
at the altar.

Our generous God has given us so many gifts — for example, our very life.
At Mass we say thank you to God, and we offer to God our whole selves, our
whole life, everything we do. With this sense of offering in our hearts our
attendance at Mass will have so much more meaning. We will learn to love
the Mass as our patron St. Teresa did.
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28th Sunday Year C 9/10/22
Scripture: 2 Kings 5:14-17; Psalm 98; Luke 17:11-19

“Thank you” is the most important and most beautiful word in our
language. Therefore, when we say this word, it should come from our heart,
not just our lips.

In my 60 years as a priest, I have met many married couples — some
happy, some unhappy! Also parents and children. I feel that such
relationships are enriched by both saying ‘thank you’ and meaning what
each says. True gratitude comes from a warm heart. Ingratitude hurts. Do
we take people for granted? Do we acknowledge and appreciate service that
1s given to us. For example in the concrete. Do we thank the ones who cook
our meals? Do we thank the ones who work for wages to keep us well?

Personally I want to say thank you today for all who come to our Mass on
Sundays. I see you all. I get encouragement for the coming week.

Do we say ‘thank you’ to our God who has given us so many good things.
We often say : “Thank you God.” Do we really mean it from our heart?

As a prayer I often list all the good things that have happened from my
earliest years. I recommend this prayer. Be quiet! Ask the Holly Sprit to
guide your memories and with pencil and paper to make your list. The list
may include special people or incidents that were very special. God has
been in our lives with his love. That love i1s so often show through human
people or events or books. “The care of God 1s without limit, I live within
that care my whole life.” (Hymn No.53)

Of course there have been sufferings. But in this exercise emphasize the
“good thigs”. If you are in the midst of a suffering storm now, with hope ask
Jesus to cure you, as the 10 lepers did.

Gratitude to God gives taste and meaning to our every day lives. We bring
that grateful heart to our Mass (The ceremony of thanks). And let us share
the gifts and love we have received from God with others.
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29th Sunday Year C  16/10/22
Scripture : Exodus 17:8-13; Psalm 121; 2Tim. 3:14-4:2; Luke 18:1-8

Prayer is keeping in contact with God. God keep in contact with each of
us, so we too should keep in contact with God. God keep us alive every day!
Expressing this connection is vitally import. Pray! Pray! Pray.

I like the psalms as models of ways hear to pray. Among the 150 psalms
we see gratitude to God, asking God for help, life journey, pilgrimage
psalms, and even 6 psalms of a person angry with God! (10,13,22,44,59,142)
In other words psalms as inspired scripture guide us how to pray with
prayer from our weak human hearts as —we-are. In the psalms God is often
depicted as ‘full of compassion, abounding in mercy, slow to anger, quick to
forgive, full of love.’

Today’s Responsorial Psalm 121 tells us that our loving God guides and
protects us every moment of the day. The verb ‘to protect’is used 5 times in
the short 3 verses. Let us ask ourselves: “Do I trust God? Do I keep in
contact with God in prayer?” The psalm 121 tells us that God guides so that
we do not fall or stray from the path. God stands beside us. This is direct
encouragement from God himself.

In the first reading from Exodus Moses keep praying for his people.
Moses is tired, but he keeps praying. Do we pray for others as Moses did?
Pray without tiring?

In the Gospel parable Jesus tells us “to pray continually and never lose
heart” (Luke 18:1). When praying we can use written prayers from a book.
But let us also use personal prayer to our Jesus who tells us that we are
friends. Friends talk to each other in one’s own words. What is in our heart
1s raw-material for prayer — gratitude, requests, peace in suffering etcetra,
etcetra. Every prayer we offer goes up to God. And God gives us the best
gift that is good for us. (We may not think the same as God, but God’s reply
is always for our true happiness.). I read a book on prayer just 3 weeks ago.
The author says about our time for prayer! “Turn up! Turn up! Turn up!”

God loves each one of us and always guides and protects us. Let us meet
this gentle God in prayer. Pray for yourself, and pray for others.
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30th Sunday Year C 23/10/22
Scripture: Shira(Eceles)35:15-22 ; Psalm34 ; 2Tim.4:6-18 ; Luke 18:9-14

In today’s parable of Jesus there are 2 characters. The first is a Pharasee.
Please do not think that the Pharasees only lived 2000 years ago. Actually,
Jesus challenges us to expel all Pharasee like values from our own hearts
today! A Pharasee thinks him/herself better than others. He/she looks down
on others, and judges others as inferior. He/she does not know self, but
wears a mask. Religion is only on the surface, prayer is from lips only.

The Pharasee 1s self-centred and proud, liking the praise of others. Perhaps
there is a bit of the Pharasee in all of us?!

The Pharasee of today’s parable comes into the Temple, and tells God that
he keeps all the rules, and so deserves God to give him blessings. He fasts,
says long prayers, and gives one tenth of his savings to the Temple. He tells
God that he 1s far better than the tax-collector who has just come into the
Temple.

The second character in the parable is a tax-collector. He collects taxes
for the Roman occupation army and is regarded as a traitor to his religion
and also his country by the Pharasee. This tax-collector knows himself(and
how weak he is), and also knows God(and how kind and forgiving he is). He
humbly acknowledges that he has sinned.(That is, that he has missed the
mark and strayed from the path of God). He talks to God in words from the
heart. He knows that God accepts him as he 1s, and this generous
acceptance moves him to come back to God. He prays: ’O Lord, be merciful
to me, a sinner.” Let us use this beautiful prayer and mean what we say. “To
miss the mark’ is one Biblical way of describing our sin. We see in the
concrete, God’s mercy when we meet Jesus. Jesus understands our human
weakness. Jesus is the friend of sinners. Let us go to Jesus with confidence.
And let us share his mercy and kindness with others-especially those who
have hurt us. God forgives us, so let us forgive others.
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31st Sunday Year C 30/10/22
Scripture: Wisdom 11:22-12:2; Psalm 145; Thess. 1:11-2:2; Luke 19:1-10

This i1s a true experience! Our women’s group were going on a bus outing
to see autumn leaves in a Tokyo park. We left the church under autumn-
clear sky. We arrived at the park, the clouds became black and it started to
pour rain. Few had umbrellas. We became very wet! Some said: “It was
because our prayer was wanting.” That kind of thinking, and also when one
gets sick, or has a lot of worries, 1s a punishment from God is absolutely
contrary to what Jesus teaches! Our God is NOT a punishing God. Never,
never say “Punishment from Heaven” It is wrong. Not Jesus. Today’s
scripture readings tell us what our God is really like.

In the last 4 Sunday scripture readings we have had the theme of prayer.
Today we are challenged to think about ‘to whom do we pray?’ What is our
1mage of God? If we think of God as a God who is distant and not really
interested in us humans, and our suffering and worries, then our prayer
will be empty, lips only, on the surface.

If we see God as a punishing God when (and if) we pray, the prayer will
be cold, strict, obligation only. Let us read today’s first reading from Wisdom
to help us ponder what God is really like. We see also God’s attitude to us
weak humans. God accepts us as-we-are. The Responsorial Psalm 145 has
the same gentle God.

Those are word descriptions of our God who loves us as-we-are. But in
the Gospel we see a vivid, concrete example of God’s love and acceptance.
Scripture tells us: “Jesus is the image of the unseen God.” (Colossians 1:15
& 2:9)

Zachaeus has a well paying job of collecting tax for the Roman occupation
army. Financially he is rich, but his heart is poor. He has a longing in his
heart for something that gives him peace. So he goes to hear Jesus. But
there 1s a huge crowd and he 1s small. So that longing in his heart is so
strong that he forgets his status and dignity and like a small child climbs a
tree. Jesus approaches, looks up directly at Zachaeus and calls him by name.
“Zachaeus, let us have a meal of friendship together.” At last Zachaeus
tastes true, deep peace of heart, and a purpose for living.

The Risen Jesus is alive today and stands beside each of us. Jesus calls
our own personal name. Jesus invites us to be his friend and eat with him.
Let us meet this kind, accepting, forgiving Jesus in prayer. This is what our
God i1s like. THIS is the God we pray to. This is the attitude that God has
towards us weak humans. Let us pray to our God Jesus and share the love



of Jesus with others.
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