32nd Sunday Year C 6/11/22

Scripture : Maccabees 7 * 1-2,9-14 ;Psalm 1 ;2 Thess.2:16~ ;Luke20:27-38

35 years ago, when I was in hospital, a visitor gave me a copy of Asahi
Graph. It was a special edition of the paintings of Japanese artist
Higashiyama Kaii. In this magazine I first saw the painting: “The way” I
have been to see the original in a distant art gallery 3 times. This painting
has been a source of prayer all those years. I see myself walking the path
of life. 35 years ago, I saw myself at the half-way point! Now I see myself
(at 90) at the top curve going right! I am turning towards the destination of
my life’s journey. This destination is complete and eternal happiness in
Heaven with my God (and all my relatives and friends). The big truth that
gives me courage, hope and strength to keep going is this: “I do not walk
the path of life alone. The Risen Jesus walks with me. Jesus is my fellow
traveler.

Our creator God put us on this earth, giving us life. God’s creating purpose
1s for us to finally enjoy eternal happiness with Him in Heaven. That is the
very purpose of this life. In the 1st reading, the 7 brothers willingly, and
with bravery, gave up their lives, knowing that their reward was eternal
happiness in Heaven. The martyrs of Japan had the same sure hope. The
15 year old Thomas Kozaki wrote before dying a martyr’s death on his cross
wrote to his mother. “Mother, do not cry, because we will meet again in
Heaven.” This is very similar to the Old Testament martyr in today’s first
reading: “Even through you send us to our death, we die with hope because
God will raise us up again.”

In the Gospel Jesus speaks to the Sadducees who did not believe in a life
after death. Jesus says to Sadducees — and us today: “God created humans
and gave them life that is to last forever.” Jesus tells us there is life after
death and each of us will have one’s own resurrection.

Please do not look at our own death as something dark and fearful. Have
hope!

As St.Paul tells us in the 2nd reading: God gives us encouragement, hope
and strength.

Jesus, our God, who has experienced the same humanity as us, always
walks beside us on our path of life. Let us share that hope with others.

Jesus tells us: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes,
even through he dies, will live forever.”
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33rd Sunday Year C 13/11/22
Scripture: Malacky3:19-20 ;Psalm 98 ;Luke21:5-19

Winter has come to us. By 5pm it is dark night. The leaves of trees have
fallen, and branches are bare.

But Spring will come, and daylight get longer. On trees buds will appear,
and green leaves sprout.

When we think of nature we have an instinctive hope for our future and
new life. We humans will also die, but will blossom with new life with God
in Heaven. God has created our human soul to live forever. Yes, our body
will die but our soul lives forever. As Malachy in the prophecy today tells
us: God will give us healing strength (Mal3:20). And Jesus tells us in today’s
Gospel, that when we die “your endurance will win your lives”(Luke 21:19)
The belief of us Christians is this: “At death life 1s changed, not ended.
When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death, we gain an everlasting
dwelling place in Heaven” (Preface, Mass of Dead).

Jesus has told us in the living word of Scripture : "My Father’s house has
many rooms. I go there to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2-3). Let us
seriously consider Jesus’ words. There is a reserved seat for each in Heaven.
Let us aim to occupy that special seat.

In the Gospel Jesus foretells 2 different events. First Jesus says that the
beautiful, solidly built Temple will be destroyed. This happened in AD70
when the Roman army totally destroyed the Temple. Jesus is telling us
today that worldly cities, buildings and people too have a limited life.
Worldly, things and humans are passing, short lived!

In the second part of the Gospel, Jesus tells us that this world will end.
When? We do not know, and we should not try to guess or foretell. The end
of the world may be 100years from now, or many 10000 years from now. We
do not know. If there are wars, earthquakes, tsunami do not say it is
punishment from God.

Our God loves us and has given us his son Jesus to walk the path of live
with us. Jesus gives us courage, endurance, encouragement and guidance
right up to the gate of Heaven.

So let us today say a prayer like this: “Jesus, my God, my friend, please
take my hand and let us to go to Heaven together.”
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CHRIST OUR KING Year C  20/11/22
Scripture : 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Psalm 122; Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:33-43

The headline in this weeks ‘Catholic Newspaper’is: Get close to and enjoy
the Bible! This is Bible Week.

So, let us take a walk through today’s Mass Bible readings, and enjoy
them. Today i1s the feast of Christ Our King. The word ‘King’ can have an
1mage of an exalted person, living in a grand palace, and a person who is
distant from the ordinary people!

But the first scripture reading of today (2 Samuel 5) tells us that in the
Bible a king is always a shepherd — king, like David. And Jesus, our King,
1s our good shepherd who guides and protects us. Jesus loves us and calls
each of us by our own name. Jesus sacrificed his life willingly for us so that
we could enter Heaven, our true home. In Heaven we will have everlasting
happiness with Jesus, our God.

In the Responsorial Psalm 122, we read: “Let us go to God’s house.” Jesus
offers us an invitation to stay in his house and enjoy the warm fellowship
of a meal together. (“Stay with me” John 15:7)

Indeed, the Bible is enjoyable! Let us open it often.

In St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians (and us today) we read how God our
Father who loves us, has chosen us to enjoy the wonderful gift of being a
follower of Jesus. We read: “Jesus is the image of God” (Col. 1:15). When we
read the Gospels, let us call to mind this teaching. When we see how kind,
thoughtful and understanding of human weakness was the human Jesus,
we can say to ourselves, ‘this is how God sees us humans today.” The Gospels
have an eternal present tense. They are NOW.

The Gospel is the scene of the Crucifixion on Calvary.

There are 3 crosses. — a criminal on either side of Jesus, and Jesus
innocent in the middle. Pilate had nailed a notice to the cross of Jesus: “This
1s the King of the Jews.” Some people scoffed and insulted Jesus as he
suffered. But the criminal on the right (he is given the name ‘Dismas’)
makes a beautiful prayer: “Jesus! Remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” Notice that Dismas calls Jesus by his personal name, without
any title, like ‘teacher’. Suffering has made the two close friends and
brothers.

Jesus answers full of consolation: “Indeed, I promise you. Today you will
be with me in Paradise (Heaven) Luke 23:45.

Let us use this prayer of Dismas often — even if we are young! Then when
the time of our death comes we too will hear that beautiful promise of Jesus.

As we pray in the hymn number 388 v 3(Galilee)



On the Cross at Golgotha

You gave an invitation to sinners
These words of salvation

Please cause me to hear them also.
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