1st Sunday of Advent Year A 27/11/22
Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matt. 24:37-44

Jesus tells us: “I am the Path (Way)” These words have a deep meaning,
with various aspects.

In the Bible our human life on this earth is seen as a pilgrimage on the
Path of Life. We begin our pilgrimage on the Path of Life when God gives
us the gift of life and we are born. Our life begins with God, and goes in a
circle, and this path leads to eternal life with God’s love in Heaven.

Our Advent wreath symbolizes this journey. The wreath is a circle,
surrounded by green branches representing hope, and it has candles
representing the light of Jesus.

In Psalm 122, which is a pilgrimage psalm, we read: “Rejoice! Let us go to
the house of God.” That i1s a summary of life’s journey! It is vitally important
to remember that we do not walk the path of life alone. We walk with the
Risen Jesus beside us. Jesus gives us guidance, strength and
encouragement. We need that guidance. On the path of life we are all
without any sense of direction. We humans are frail, so we need more than
our human strength to keep going on the path of life. Let us acknowledge
our frailty, ask for the help and strength that Jesus gives us --- and then
rely on that strength.

With this frailty and lack of direction in mind let us keep in contact with
Jesus in our prayer. “Let us go up to God house” in prayer within our own
home. The Risen Jesus lives beside each of us. There are 1440 minutes in
our 24 hour day. Sorely, we can give at least 5 minutes to meet Jesus in
prayer, and ask Jesus to walk with us on that day.

Yes, we are “busy” and “have things to do”. In the Gospel Jesus refers to
the time of Noah and the massive flood. The people were not doing bad
things. They just got so busy that they forgot God. Do not let us be like them.

Contact through prayer with Jesus will give us peace and hope. So many
of us have anxiety. We worry about our future. The gift of hope from Jesus
causes that anxiety to vanish like the dew. Our hope is based on the solemn
promise of Jesus. “I love you, my friend. I am with you always.”

This Advent let us meet Jesus in prayer. Let us receive the peace and hope
of Jesus and share these beautiful gifts with others.
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2nd Sunday ADVENT Year A 4/12/22
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72; Romans 15:4-9; Matt. 3:1-12

In the Bible, there 1s a vivid image of a barren desert — seemingly
without life. In today’s readings we are directed to go out into that desert
— with hope and trust.

Ask self: Do I have peace in my heart, in my family, among relatives? Or
1s it a barren desert? In Japan our news tells us that North Korea has
fired more missiles. We hear of company and school scandals, murders
and suicides. In our church there are few young people, few vocations.
There are wars: We are going through a desert experience. What will our
future be like? Will we be safe? We are in a barren desert! Is there any
hope for our future? Yes! Yes! Yes! Our God loves us and sends his Son to
save us. Jesus 1s our hope. Let us go to Jesus. Let us trust Jesus.

In the first Scripture reading Isaiah as God’s spokesman tells the people
to trust God — God cares for us. The Assyrian army was threatening Juda.
The people were afraid and worried. They felt that God had forgotten
them. Isaiah tells them that from the stump of Jesse will come a savior
who will bring peace, even between violent enemies. (poetically expressed
by the wolf and the lamb living peacefully together).

Jesse was the father of David, who in his time saved his people, and
Jesus 1s a descendant of David. Jesus is the source of peace for us today.

I have a request: please pray for peace. In prayer ask Jesus for the gift
of peace for his birthday. Ask for peace in your own heart in your family.
Peace in Japan. Peace in Myanmar and Ukraine. Have hope and trust.
“That our savior will come is as sure as the dawn.” (Hosea 6:3)

Hope looks at our future with trust in God who loves us. But hope is a
gift from God. So let us ask for this gift by name. The foundation of our
hope 1s the enormous, unconditional love that our God has for us. Today
St. Paul tells us not to give up. We will be helped by God.

John the Baptist preaches in the desert. John calls on us to “Repent!
Make straight the path of your life.” We too are urged to make a new start
this Advent. Let us make a stocktaking of our hearts. Let us ask
ourselves: What do I value most? Is it worldly things that just pass away?
Or do I trust God?

Let us use the short prayer: “Come Load Jesus (Ma-ra-na-ta.). Jesus
will take us out of the barren desert and give us peace. Let us share that
peace with others.
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3rd Sunday ADVENT Year A 11/12/22
Scripture : Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146; James 5:7-10; Matt. 11:2-11

Is there anyone who reads this suffering? or feels stressed,? or down-
hearted? or worried? or feels fear? or sad? or lonely? or just tired? If you feel
like that, Jesus says to you today in a living voice, through Isaiah “ Courage!
Do not be afraid. Look! Your Lord is coming to save you.” (Isaiah 35:4) Jesus
fulfils this prophecy of Isaiah. Actually Jesus repeat this encouraging
invitation when he says: “Come to me, everyone, who is tired and heavily
loaded with suffering. I will refresh you.” (Matthew 11:28)

In the Isaiah prophecy today the word “joy” occurs seven times. But how
can we experience joy when we are suffering? This sounds impossible! But
NOTHING is impossible to God. (Luke 1:37)

Here I give you a real life case. One day in Fujisawa we priests were
having a prayer and sharing time. Father Donny was suffering pain and
emptiness at the beginning of what developed to stomach cancer. In an
explosive voice Fr. Donny said: “How can I possibly experience the joy of
faith when I am sick and know that death is approaching?” That was a
prayer in itself — crying out to the Lord. But Jesus came to him with his
consoling presence, Fr. Donny heard and believed the words of Jesus: “Fear
not! I am with you. I am at your side.” In other words Fr. Donny accepted
the friendship of Jesus. In hospital he tasted joy and died in peace.

The 4oy of faith’ is different from ordinary joy. The joy of faith goes much
deeper because it is a gift from God. And remember! Jesus promises that
gift if we ask for it: So let us ask Jesus to give us the gift of joy of the faith
as a Christmas present to us from Jesus himself.

Here 1s a way to ask for the gift of joy of faith quieten your heart and mind.
Tell Jesus you are going to talk to him. Then slowly, very slowly, read today’s
first reading(Isaiah 35:1-10). Then read it again. Isaiah uses poetic images
to express deep truths. Jesus is the fulfilment of this prophecy. Ask Jesus
to come to you in the time that he decides, in his love, that is best for us.
Wait with hope and trust. “The Lord will surely come just as the light of
dawn comes.” (Hosea 6:3). And after praying like that frequently pray the
short Biblical prayer (called ‘aspiration’)

“Come Lord Jesus Come! Maranata”

Let us share joy with others. Let us be instruments of the joy of Christ.
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4th Sunday ADVENT Year A 18/12/22
Scripture: Isaiah 7; Psalm24; Romans1:1-7; Matt 1:18-24

The first Christian believers were Jews who speak the Hebrew language.
But Jesus said: “Go to all nations. Go to the ends of the earth.” At that time
the people outside Israel understood the Greek language. So the New
Testament 1s written in the Greek language. But a few words were left in
Hebrew. In today’s Gospel we see such a word. It is “Emanuel”, translated
as ‘God 1s with us’. Why this exception? The reason is to emphasize the
message behind the word. That message is vitally important to us today
also.

Jesus our God is with us. The Son became human like us and lives
amongst us. Jesus 1s the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah. Jesus repeats
in his own words: “Fear not! Because I am with you always!” (Matt 28:20)
Our God Jesus is not a distant God. Jesus is close. Jesus has concern for
each individual person. Jesus was as a baby like us, and during his life
experienced joys and sorrows just like us. Jesus experienced worries,
temptations, betrayed, loneliness, sadness and suffering of body and heart.
This means that when we have suffering Jesus understands us because he
himself experienced the same. So we can go to Jesus with hope and
confidence. Jesus will give us help, strength, love, bravery, endurance and
encouragement. Indeed, we humans have a God who 1s with us-Emanuel.
The angel in a dream tells Joseph, as the foster-father, to call the baby
‘Jesus’. This name i1s chosen by God himself. ‘Jesus’ means “The One who
Saves’. Say to oneself :’I am week and need saving!”. Our family our country,
the world needs saving. Realize this: The more we admit that we need
saving, deeper will the true meaning of Christmas be to us.

Jesus 1s the source of peace-to individuals, families and countries. This
year’s most used Kanji written by the Kiyomizudera monk in a huge brush
was ‘fight’. There are fights within families and between countries. Other
countries are getting armed. We need peace! Lets pray hard and constantly
for the peace that Jesus, our Savior, gives. Let us be instrument of the peace
of Jesus-even in a little way.
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Christmas night Year A 24/12/22
Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

I have an announcement! I proclaim this: As God’s representative I
proclaim in his name: “God loves you. God loves you NOW, AS YOU ARE”
That is the message of the baby in the feed-box. The baby is Jesus, who i1s
God, become human. Jesus, this night is saying to each of you without
exception: “I love you, now, as you are.” Jesus asks us to reply to his
immense love, by loving and accepting Him in return. And by being kind
and forgiving to those we live and work with.

Here is the true meaning of Christmas. God who created us, and knows us
humans so well, saw that we were living in darkness. God saw that it was
hard for us humans to grasp the idea of an unseen God. So God the Son
himself puts aside the glory of Heaven and comes down to live in our world
as a true human person. By the power of God, Mary became pregnant with
Jesus. So Jesus is truly God and truly human. Today we celebrate his birth.
But also we remember that he experienced human suffering, like us. So
when we meet suffering we can go to our God with hope and confidence,
because Jesus has had the same experience. Jesus feels with us. This fact
gives us wonderful encouragement.

Jesus wants us to be happy. Above all Jesus wants us to taste peace. This
1s the message of the angels from Heaven on the night of the birth of Jesus.
Jesus wants to give us peace in our own hearts, and in our families, and in
Japan, in Asia and in the world. At this time we need that peace. We need
the light to shine in our darkness that surrounds us. We use the words:
“Christmas present”. Jesus himself likes giving us humans presents. So tell
Jesus in your own words, that you would like his precious gift of peace.

Let us be instruments of Christ’s peace--- especially during this busy year-
end time. So often we can create that peace by saying “thank you”, or “Iam
sorry” or just by a smile.
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