5th Sunday Year A 5/2/23
Scripture: Isaiah 58:7-10; Psalm112; 1Corinthians 2:1-5; Matt 5:13-16

I often use the words: “We Christians are the richest people in the world.”
I strongly believe this! I would like to tell you why I believe. I was baptized
as a baby, my home was Catholic, my schools too. After ordination I came
to Japan. In various group I asked the question: “What is central to the way
you live?” Some said, my company, others my baseball team, my golf,
photography. Later, some realized that all these thigs were surface. These
people were instrumental in me realizing that up till now I had taken my
being a follower of Jesus for granted.

After that I went see the Kurosawa director’s movie IKIRU(To Live). The
main character, Watanabe Kanji has worked for 30 years in an office. He
was told he has cancer with one year to live. He asked himself: What is the
meaning of this short life? Existence alone is not enough.” That movie is a
cause of healthy thought!

We have been gifted by God to have a life with taste(salt). We have been
given a beautiful light in the darkness that is in this world. We know and
have met Jesus Christ. Jesus gives us meaning, strength, guidance,
encouragement, and above all, Jesus accepted us as-we-are and loves us.
We are truly rich! Jesus tells us: “I myself am salt and light. Come to me.”

In truth, we are chosen people! But we must ask ourselves this important
question. “Why did God choose me?” There is one answer: God asks each of
us to share the gift that He has given us. Jesus asks us to give a little good
taste to the society in which we live. Jesus asks us to give one small candle
light in the darkness that is around us.

Magazine article and writers tell us that beneath the apparent prosperity
the people of Japan are worried — that is, they are in darkness. There is the
Corona pandemic, the cost of living makes people think can they financially
survive in the future, the government is buying war weapons, North Korea
1s firing missiles, there is friction with China, talk of earthquakes and so
on. In a survey 67% said that they do not feel safe.

We place our hope and confidence in our God who has for us deep mercy
and compassion. ‘The person who follows God will never be shaken.” (Psalm
112)

This weak by a kind and thoughtful act, let us put some taste, and some
light into a person’s life.

At our Baptism we receive a candle with the words :“Walk as a child of
Light.”
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6th Sunday Year A 12/2/23

Scripture : Shirac 15:15-20; Psalm 119; 1 Cor. 2:6-10; Matt. 5:17-37

‘WISDOM'’ 1s a beautiful Biblical theme, both in the Old Testament and
the New. But, as St. Paul stresses in the 2nd reading, wisdom is a gift
from God. It is different from wisdom of the world. In fact, when God gives
us this wisdom it is a sharing of God’s own wisdom. “Vast is the wisdom of
God” (Shirac 15:18 ) Wisdom is one of the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit,
mentioned in the Bible.

The New Testament Letter of St. James is very important. “If any of you
lacks wisdom, you should ask God for it, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you . But when you ask you
must believe and not doubt.” (James 1:5-7). That is an absolutely amazing
message from God in the Bible!

So here 1s a beautiful topic for prayer. Let us ask our loving God for that
wisdom of heart that knows we can have direct contact with God in
prayer. Wisdom tells us that our God loves me, calls me by my name and
always protects me. ‘God 1s love’

Ask for the wisdom to accept the mysteries of the path of Jesus — the
Trinity, Jesus in the Eucharist.

Ask for the wisdom to realize the love behind the cruelty of the Cross.
The scene 1s off-putting, the love enormous.

Ask for the wisdom to realize we are never alone when we walk Christ’s
path — Jesus is beside us, especially in suffering. We especially need the
gift of God’s wisdom when we have clashes of temperament, and so get a
wound in the heart. Wisdom tells us that a grudge is foolish and that
reconciliation, even though it is difficult, brings peace. Wisdom ask God
for courage and strength (Gospel). Let us ask for God’s wisdom when we
have to make decisions.

The Bible tells us that the gift of wisdom from God is also for our
everyday life in home, workplace, school. Some examples from the Bible —
sewing clothes, making tents, building a house, guiding a ship to a safe
port, and an interesting example, singing in the liturgy. In Jeremiah an
uneducated grandmother shows wisdom in advice to an army general!

So in practice, let us aknowledge our dire need of wisdom from God, even
in our everyday lives. (We need Wisdom to limit time spent in front of TV
or SNS, or smartphone.)

And finally we need the wisdom to realize our own human limitations



and rely on God’s strength.
“If you need wisdom, ask for it, and God who 1s generous will give it to
you” James 1:5
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7th Sunday Year A 19/2/23
Scripture:Levi19:1-18; Psalm103; I cor.3:16-23; Matt5:35-48

Our loving God speaks to us through the Bible. In the Bible God gives
us encouragement and consolation, but also challenge and a deeper
calling. Today’s readings Jesus gives us this challenge: “Love your
neighbors as yourself. Even love your enemies.” That call is definitely
challenging!

It 1s most important to love oneself. If we do not love oneself, we cannot
love others! Let us ask ourselves: “Do I have an inferiority complex? And
do I compare myself to others-and perhaps be envious?” God created each
one of us-absolutely unique- each with a different fingerprint and
personality. Our creator God thinks we are precious and loves us. Read
Isaiah43.

Jesus challenges us:”Love your enemy, Pray for them” the words ‘love’
and ‘enemy’ have a Biblical meaning. ‘Love’-in this context, it does not
mean a nice, warm feeling! It means to accept a person as she/he is.
‘Enemy’ has a very broad and inclusive meaning. It means from anyone
we really hate, down to persons who have hurt us, or insulted us, or
shubbed us even those we do not get along with. Let us ask ourselves: “Do
I have a grudge or have a prejudice against some person, or country or
group?’

In human relationships there is often a difference of opinion and
personality. This may lead to a clash or friction. There are often wounds in
our heart.

Jesus so often tells us! “Forgive! Do no judge”

In the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ that we pray so often we say “Father God, forgive us
we forgive others”. Do we mean it?

Our gentle God knows our human fraility. God forgives us. God accepts
us as we are. As in Psalm103 “God 1s generous with his gifts, full of mercy,
slow to anger has deep compassion for us. God forgives our sins heals our
hurts.”(Psalm103)

Let us ponder deeply how much God accepts and forgives us, and on
that foundation, let us in turn love and forgive others.

But some will say:”My hurt in my heart is deep, and I think it is
1mpossible to forgive that person.” Yes, yes, such forgiveness is impossible.
Impossible on our human effort and will power. When Jesus give us a
challenge, he also gives us the strength to answer that challenge and so
forgive. Let us ask Jesus for the gift of a forgiving heart.

Jesus is our model. As Jesus was being nailed to the cross by the cruel



soldiers, and the elders also mocked him. Jesus prayed: “Father, forgive
them because they do not know what they are doing”
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1st Sunday LENT of Year A 26/2/23
Scripture: Genesis 2:7-3:7; Psalm 51; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11

Lent is a special 40 days that emphasizes how much God loves us, and
our reply to that great love.

When we hear the word ‘Lent’, do thoughts come up of sacrifice — that
1s, giving up alcohol, sweets, snacks. Such sacrifice is good, but it must
have the solid base of God’s love for us. Otherwise, the sacrifices are
surface.

The liturgy of this First Sunday of Lent gives us this main theme of
Lent — that 1s God’s love and compassion.

In the first reading from Genesis, we see Adam and Eve rejecting God by
sin. But God does not reject them.

Psalm 51 tells us that God loves us so much that even our sins, our
forgetfulness of God, are forgiven;

“O God, look on me with deep compassion, with your abundant mercy,
please forgive me.”

In the 2nd readings from St. Paul, he writes of; “the abundant free gift
of being made righteous”. “Being righteous” means having a close
connection, a warm relationship with God — a relationship of love. Jesus
so loves us that he gave up his life to win this wonderful gift for us. THAT
1s how much he loves us.

God so loved us that God himself took our human nature to be close to
us and show us how much we are loved.

Jesus experienced true human condition. Jesus experienced being cold
in winter, and suffering, betrayal and fear. And Jesus experienced
temptation. They were real — not surface. In other words, Jesus
understands us humans. Jesus loves us. Jesus walks with us on life’s
journey. Jesus himself has experienced it.

We are called in the ceremony of ashes; “Convert and believe the Good
News”. “Convert” means to take a new look at God’s love and try to reply
to that love in a stronger way. “Believe the Good News” means to believe
really, believe in the depth of our heart, that God loves us. We share that
love with others.
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