2nd Sunday Lent Year A 5/3/23
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4; Psalm 33; 2 Tim. 1:8-10; Mathew 17:1-9

Have you ever been lost? In mountain bush, or in a city, or even in an
underground rail station?! Then someone helped you. What were your
feelings? When lost, I had a sense of confusion, emptiness and panic.
When someone helped me, a great feeling of gratitude.

Once I was in France, I arrived in Lisieux by train. I wondered around,
completely lost. Then I saw a nun and asked her in English: “Where 1s the
Church of St. Thérese?” She guided me there. What comfort!

On the road of life -especially the path that Jesus has shown us- we are
all, without exception, without a sense of direction. We need guidance and
support and encouragement. Today’s Scripture readings give us hope and
encouragement for our path of life.

In Genesis, God calls Abraham to set out on a difficult path. God
promised strongly: “I will be with you. I will guide and guard you like a
shield.” Abraham trusted God and set out. God always keeps his promise.
“The Lord is faithful.” (Psalm 33)

But on the way, Abraham felt his human weakness, and his sense of
direction, Abraham called on God to help him. As St. Paul says in the 2nd
reading. “Rely on the power of God who calls us.” (2 Tim.)

God acted this way in the past. God still acts this way for us today. We
are called to walk the path of life with Jesus.

In the Gospel we see Jesus going up the mountain to pray. Jesus knew
the elders planned to kill him. As a truly human person Jesus felt fear. So
Jesus prays to his Father for courage and guidance as he walks the
difficult path. The Father says: “You are my Son. I love you.” And with
this Jesus receives courage and guidance to walk his path to the end.

God worked with Abraham and Jesus in ancient times. God works the
same way with us today, we too receive hope.

The Father tells us today: “Listen to Jesus.” Do we listen to, and keep in
contact with Jesus by meeting him every day in prayer? Do we perhaps
spend too much time with our smartphone, or TV, games, SNS, hobbies?
Has being busy beaten us? Let us make a new start. If we keep connected
with Jesus as our fellow-traveler, we will not lose our way on the path of
life. And we will have less stress, have confidence, and be full of hope. And
we can help others.
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3rd Sunday LENT Year A 12/3/23
Scripture: Exodus 17:3-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-42

At Baptism, we are given a relationship with Jesus as friend and fellow
- traveler. Do we have to be a good person to receive God’s blessings? Do
we have to be holy to have a warm and loving relationship with Jesus?
No! No! No! Definitely not! Today’s Scripture readings strongly tell us
that! But Lent 1s a time that we look at that relationship. At Lent we get a
call to deepen our relationship.

In the reading from Exodus we meet a people rescued from slavery in
Egypt. God has helped them escape to the desert. But the people forget
what God has done for them. They complain about God! They do not trust
God! They say: “Is God among us — or not?” Does God punish them? No!
God understands human frailty. God shows compassion. This is our God
who 1s the same today towards us.

In the letter to the Romans, Paul emphasizes that Jesus loves us and
died for us because we were sinners, not because we are good. The love of
Jesus for us is unconditional.

The Gospel scene is beautiful. It tells us a lot about God’s attitude to us
weak humans. Jesus makes friends with a woman who has a bad
reputation. She has been married 5 times and new present partner is not
her husband. In the time of Jesus there was a custom of Jews not to speak
to Samaritans. They were despised. Jesus is sitting at the well at midday.
Jesus is tired and thirsty. (So human) The Samaritan woman approaches
and Jesus starts a conversation. “May I have a drink of water, please?”
The woman was surprised. She is embarrassed about her life and comes
to the well at midday when no one comes. Jesus does not judge this
woman. Jesus knows her failings, but accepts her as she is. It is this
acceptance that leads to a conversation of two friends. At times she
misunderstands what Jesus means. She thinks that Jesus is talking
about ordinary water and thirst. Actually Jesus is talking to her about her
thirst of the heart. We too have thirsts of the heart — for example, our
thirst for peace, good relationships, security, health, meaning in life, hope
for the future.

St. Teresa of Avila, the Church’s Doctor of Prayer says: “Prayer is a
conversation with Christ, whom we know loves us.” The ‘beside the well
meeting’ is an example of prayer for us.

Let us go to the well of prayer this Lent. Let us meet Jesus and talk to
him in our own words. Jesus gives us an invitation: “Come to me.”



“Is God among us or not?” Jesus says “I am with you.” Let us share the
love of Jesus with others.
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4th Sunday LENT Year A 19/3/23
Scripture:1Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

In only 3 weeks (21 days) we celebrate the Resurrection. On the feast of
the Resurrection we repeat the promise that we made of our Baptism.
Some make this promise for the first time when they are baptized.

Basically, what is this promise? We proclaim: “I will have a relationship
with Jesus, my God, and I will walk my life’s journey with Jesus.”

The Scriptures of today’s Mass tell us what kind of relationship. In the
first reading, the prophet Samuel has been told by God that the future
king of Israel will be one of Jesse’s sons. Samuel is not told which son! He
sees the eldest son Eliab and thinks — “This is the one God chooses.” But
NO, God does not choose the eldest or even the 6 younger brothers.
Samuel asks: “Do you have other sons?” Jesse, the father replies: “Only
the little one: He i1s guarding our sheep.” David was the one chosen by
God. God chooses the small and weak because they must rely on God for
strength and guidance. We baptized are the same. We must rely on the
strength and guidance of Jesus in our lives. Let us always remember the
words of Jesus that he says to each of us: “You did not choose me, rather, I
chose you.” (John 15:16)

Psalm 23 gives the baptized great encouragement. Jesus is the fulfilment
of this psalm. Jesus says: “I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep. I
call each one by name.” (John10:1) Jesus guides us. In the dark valley of
suffering Jesus is at our side! We need to keep in contact with Jesus in
prayer. In that prayer of contact we try to discover what the Lord wants
us to do. (Today’s 2nd reading)

In the Gospel we see Jesus who cures a blind man. We are all afflicted
with blindness of the heart. Self-centeredness makes us blind to the needs
of others, prejudice blinds us to a person’s or a nation’s good points, pride
blinds us to our own faults, being busy blinds us to the beauty of God’s
creation, snobbery blinds us to the dignity of the poor and those in need.

Let us acknowledge our blindness. Cry out to Jesus: “Lord that I may
see.” Notice that the blind man in today’s Gospel has a faith that
gradually increases. At first he meets the kind human Jesus. Then his
faith deepens and he calls Jesus a prophets. And finally Jesus is his Lord
and God. Let us too ask Jesus to give us an ever deeper faith.

We who have been united to Christ in Baptism are indeed truly blessed
by God. Paul tells us today in words that are used in the Baptism
ceremony. “Walk as a child of Light.” (Ephesians 5:8) Let us be at least



one small candle in the darkness of the society in which we live.
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5th Sunday LENT Year A 26/3/23

Today’s Scripture readings are preparation for those to be baptized and
for us already baptized when we renew our baptism promises, at Easter.
Today the Rizen Jesus faces each one of us with a challenging question: “I
am the Resurrection and Life. You who are alive now and believe in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” This is a very important question! Do
we really, really believe that at Baptism we receive new life that will
continue after we die. Yes, we are been made by God to live forever in the
joy of Heaven.

If we really believe Jesus’ promise, what are we doing Now to arrive
safely in Heaven? Do I tend to think that others die, but not me? In this
way I put off preparation, and often put more emphasis on earthly,
passing things. Death is not a disaster. It is a change of life and living.

At Baptism we establish a relationship with our God, Jesus. Jesus calls
us his friend (John15:15). Jesus, as friend and support walks life’s journey
besides us. In the Gospel we see 3 people who were friends of Jesus. Jesus
loved Lazarus, Martha and Mary. These three are our representatives.
Jesus 1s the same today.

We can talk to Jesus as our best friend. We can pour our hearts to
Jesus. We can thank him for the good things in our life. And also our
sufferings, worries and decisions we need to make.

Jesus feels with us. Jesus has compassion. Jesus wept (John11). This is
the shortest verse in the whole Bible. When Jesus was in front of the tomb
of Lazarus he cried for his friend, and with Martha and Mary. These tears
from the heart show how our God Jesus feels when he sees us suffer. Our
prayers today rise straight to Jesus. But there is often a delay! As in
today’s Gospel same. Jesus may seem to be deaf, may seem to not be with
us. But in our desolation Jesus says: “Fear not, I am beside you.” Our
prayer will be answered in the best way, in the best time.

Jesus says to us: “Do you believe this.” Let us answer Jesus in the
words of the father with an epileptic son: “Yes Lord. I do believe, but
please help my unbelief.”

Personally I have found that in sickness and crisis times I have been
helped by people who gave me support. They were instruments of Jesus.
Let us to be a support to those who suffer.
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