PASSION(PALM) Sunday Year A 2/4/23

Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11; Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22; Philippians 2:6-11;
Matthew 27:11-54

During this special Holy Week we call to mind the sufferings of Jesus.
Jesus suffered because he loves each of us. Jesus won for us the wonderful
privilege of being able to approach God with confidence, full of hope,
companionship and without fear. (Hebrews 4: 15-16). As a result of these
sufferings Jesus opened the gates of Heaven for us, so that we could enjoy
the warm companionship of God, and our loved ones, without end.

St. Paul in Galatians 2:20 says: “Christ loved me and gave himself up
for me”. Notice that Paul uses singular “me”. This week let us recall these
very personal words said to each of us.

The sufferings of Jesus are not just a historical event of 2000 years ago.
The results are alive today and influence us now.

Let us look at today’s Scripture. We see Jesus coming into Jerusalem
riding a donkey. (Not a horse as conquering army general did!). The
people wave branches and cry “Hosanna”. That is, “We praise God”, Yes,
Jesus is true God.

But from now on in today’s Scripture reading, we see the human Jesus
suffering. Wednesday is called “Spy Wednesday”. Jude betrayed Jesus for
30 silver coins. Consider the wound in the heart of Jesus.

“CHRIST LOVES ME AND SUFFERED FOR ME”

Thursday was the Last Supper. After the supper Jesus went to the
Garden of Olives. Jesus felt the hatred of the elders and knew they
plotted his death. Jesus felt deep fear, but prayed to his Father for
strength.

“CHRIST LOVES ME AND SUFFERED FOR ME”

The first Scripture reading from Isaiah is fulfilled by Jesus. Because
Jesus suffers pain of mind, heart and body. He can reply to us who are
weary. (Matthew 11:28).

In the Gospel we see Jesus standing alone on the Roman governor’s
podium as a criminal. But Jesus is totally innocent. This was so unfair, so
lonely. The elders incite the crowd to yell for the freedom of the criminal
Barabas, and to put Jesus to death by crucifixion, “Crucify him” they yell.

Jesus is by Pilate condemned to death on a cross. But first Jesus has his
back scourged with a whip. As Isaiah says and St. Peter too, “By his
wounds are we healed” (Isaiah 53:5, 1 Peter2:24). The Roman conscript
soldiers have heard Jesus being called a “King”. So, they imitate a King’s



coronation. An imitation crown is woven from thorns. The soldiers hit the
head of Jesus with a stick and spit in his face. This is the ultimate in
insult and bullying.

“CHRIST LOVES ME AND SUFFERED FOR ME”

On the way to Calvary, Jesus carrying his cross stumbles. The soldiers
force Simon to help. At first, he objected, then meeting the suffering
Jesus, Simon becomes a follower and his 2 sons.

The soldiers attach Jesus to the cross by hammering nails into his
hands and feet. Jesus hangs suffering on the cross for 3 hours, while
praying Psalm 22 (our responsory Psalm). Jesus tasted human emptiness
and desolation. “Why am I forsaken?”

“CHRIST LOVES ME AND SUFFERED FOR ME”

The Roman centurion proclaims Jesus as God.
“CHRIST LOVES ME AND SUFFERED FOR ME”
Let us share this love with others.
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Easter Visil (Saturday evening) Year A 9/4/23
Scripture: Genesis 1; Exodus 14; Isaiah 54; Rom. 6:3-11; Mathew 28:1-10

The important theme of our Resurrection Liturgy is Darkness to Light,
Chaos(confusion) to Peace, Death to Life. In the Bible there are 4 special
passages with this theme:

#1 Creation. God creates our world giving light and life.

#2 Abraham 1s God’s instrument to form a people and message of hope for
the future. That 1s, Light in a dark world.

#3 Exodus- Abraham’s descendants in slavery are given freedom.

#4 The Resurrection of Jesus. The Risen Lord is alive to give us, light,
strength, guidance and freedom. Through Jesus we receive new life. We
taste his light, peace and strength.

The Resurrection happened 2000 years ago in a small middle-east
country, Israel. That was the historical event, but the effects are alive and
active today.

Thanks to the Resurrection, Jesus lives amongst us today! Our God 1s
close to us humans. Notice in today’s Gospel, first the angel, then Jesus
himself says “Fear not! Do not be afraid.” Jesus says this same message
today in a living voice. Why can we banish fear? Because Jesus says: “I
am with you.” God is our comfort and strength.

Pope Francis in his message to us called ‘The Joy of the Good News.’
This is a basic message of Jesus(kerygma).

“Christ is even now alive and is every day at your side to give you light, to
give you strength and to free you.” Our Pope call this kerygma- that
means that this is a central teaching of Jesus #164.

The Resurrection means that Jesus walks beside us as a fellow traveler on
the path of life. Jesus at our Baptism makes a solemn promise that is
unconditional. That is Jesus with NEVER leave us. His light and love 1s
with us always.

At our Baptism, and today we renew our promise as a return to Jesus.
We promise: “I will walk the path of life with you at my side, giving me
support guidance and strength. I give myself to you. I promise to keep in
contact with you through prayer. I want to walk as a child of light. And I
want to share your light and blessings with those I meet.” That 1s the kind
of promise we make.
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COMPASSION Sunday 2nd EASTER Year A 16/4/23
Scripture: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 118; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

The word “Compassion” is used in the Bible and in our Liturgy many
many times. We know the dictionary meaning. However, does the
meaning ring in our hearts?

Our God liberally pours compassion on each of us. The line in today’s
Responsorial Psalm 118 is very important. “The compassion of God is
never, ever cut off” To emphasize the importance of this message from
God, the line of this Psalm is preceded by “Cry this out loudly!”

God has created our soul, and God looks on each of us in our mother’s
womb and says : "You are well made! I love you.” God pours compassion
around us. The compassion of God for each of us never, ever stops. We
may forget God, move far away from God (and his church), but God never,
ever stop his compassion, love and care for us. We are asked by God to
return his love, reply to his compassion. If we choose to go apart from
God, God does not punish or abrade us. God is patient. God waits for us to
come back to him.

Jesus teaches us today about God’s compassion through the concrete
example of the disciple Thomas. (Jesus had taught by mouth the same
teaching in the Parable of the Prodigal Son and Compassionate father).

Thomas was a disciple of Jesus for 3 years. They lived together, eat
together, and travelled together. Thomas, and the other disciples too,
thought the Kingdom that Jesus spoke about was a political Kingdom that
would expel the hated Roman occupation army. And the disciples would be
powerful executives! The death of Jesus as a criminal, nailed to a cross,
devastated Thomas. He kept away from the other disciples. When they
told Thomas that Jesus was alive, risen from the dead, he did not believe
them. Thomas was self-centered, proud, obstinate and full of doubts. He
said: “Unless I can feel the wounds of the nails, I will not believe.” Thomas
had a heart full of sin, and grudges.

When the Risen Jesus appeared again to the disciples (Thomas had
come back), Jesus did NOT scold him, did NOT punish him. Jesus showed
Thomas compassion, understanding of human weakness and forgiveness.
Indeed, “The compassion of God is never cut off.” (Psalm 118) Thomas
replies to this compassion with a truly beautiful act of trust. “My Load
and my God”

Jesus shows exactly the same kind of compassion to each of us. Jesus
asks us to reply to his compassion by loving God and loving our brothers



and sisiters.
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3rd Sunday EASTER Year A  23/4/23
Scripture: Acts 2:14-33; Psalm 16; 1Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35

Saint Luke today paints a vivid picture with words! These 2 travelers
had a dream of a victorious country and that dream was shattered when
Jesus died a criminal on a cross. Their dream was that Jesus would lead
an army to expel the Roman occupation army from their country. They are
very down-hearted and return to their home with heavy footsteps. As they
travel their road Jesus joins them, and walks with them. But their eyes of
faith are not yet opened, so they do not know their fellow traveler is
Jesus. Jesus explains the deep meaning of the Bible. The explanation of
Jesus worms their hearts. Arriving at their home they invite Jesus to stay
and have a meal with them.

This passage of Scripture has 6 points for us today.

1. We are now, walking the path of life together with Jesus who walks
beside us. We are never alone. But sometimes we do not feel his presence,
but Jesus is beside us. For certainly Psalm 16: “ God is at myside, so I
will never be shaken.” Especially when we are down-hearted, let us
remember this.
2. Let us ask Jesus to open our eyes of faith. To realize Jesus walks with
us we need the gift of faith from Jesus.
3. When we open our Bible to read, or hear the Sacred Word let us always
first ask Jesus to explain to us the deep meaning. Jesus speaks to us
through the Bible.
4. Let us invite Jesus into our homes. Let us keep in contact with Jesus in
conversational prayer.
5. In our Mass we have the Liturgy of the Word. This is like Jesus walking
with the two on the road to Emmaus. Then we enter into the Liturgy of
the Holy Body of Jesus. Indeed, we are blessed because we are invited to
the table of the Lord.
6. Let us too share the beautiful gifts that Jesus gives us with others. Let
us tell others about Jesus as the two from Emmaus did.

Hymn #388“On the breezy Hill in Galilee” 4 verse

At dusk on the road to Emmaus

Spoken to the disciples

The words of life

Please cause me to hear them.
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4th Sunday easter 30/4/23
Scripture: Acts2:14,36-41 Psalm23, 1peter2:20-25 John10:1-10

Today Jesus says to each one of us in a living voice: “I know my
‘sheep’(Alleluia Verse) ”. And in the Gospel Jesus says: “I the Shepherd
call each sheep by its own name and lead them out...my sheep know my
voice and follow.”(John10:3-4) Those are very special words for us. These
words tell us that there 1s a very close, warm and personal relationship
with our God Jesus. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, calls each of us by our
given name. each is special. Let us ponder this parable. Let us discover
the beautiful meaning behind this parable. Let us read this parable slowly
and let us talk to Jesus about it in our own words.

A shepherd in the time of Jesus was usually the sheep-owner’s son. He
usually cared for 10-20 sheep. The shepherd guided them each day to food
and water. With aa big stick with a curve at the top the shepherd
protected his sheep from their enemies-wolves and eagles. To each new-
born lamb he gave a name. that sheep learnt to hear the call of his/her
own name and go to the shepherd to feel safe and warm. The relationship
between the shepherd and each sheep was close, warm and strengthening.

Now let us transfer the parable to our own lives. Let us have a close,
warm and loving relationship with Jesus. Let us give same time each day
in prayer to hear his voice.

Jesus says to us today: “I am the gate”. This gate in the parable is the
gate of the enclosure where the sheep spent the night. Jesus opens this
gate for us and takes us to meet God. “I am the gate” means that through
the human Jesus we meet the one true God who is unseen.

The Responsorial psalm is 23. “The Lord is my Shepherd”. I love this
Psalm. Jesus guides us on the right path. When we experience darkness,
such as worry or pain or suffering, let us remember that our gentle
shepherd Jesus is at our side, defending us. At times we may not feel that
Jesus is beside us-but He is. For Certain!

This week let us take Psalm 23 and slowly, very slowly, and prayerfully
ponder these words. This is our Jesus, our Good Shepherd. And let us
share this encouragement with others.
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