5th Sunday EASTER Year A 7/5/23
Scripture: Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12

I was in hospital with pneumonia. I felt weak and also down-hearted.
Some visitors said: “Don’t worry! Keep going!”. Actually, this greeting
caused me to think. On my own effort, I cannot turn off weakness and down-
heartedness, like switching electricity off! I cannot keep going just using
my own human effort! However, it is different when Jesus says: “Don’t
worry! Don’t fear!”. Because Jesus also says with that: “I am with you”. So
let us rely on the strength, guidance and encouragement of Jesus as we
walk life’s path.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says to us in a living voice:

“I am the Way.” Jesus has not only shown to us how to walk the path of life,
Jesus also walks with us. Jesus is our fellow-walker. That is encouraging.
Let us rely on and trust Jesus. As our Psalm tells us, Jesus is faithful to his
promise.

“I am the Truth.” The path of life that Jesus has shown us is the true
path, because this path is given to us by the God who fashioned and created
our soul and heart. The path of Jesus is safe, because it is the Truth.

“I am the Life.” At our Baptism, God our creator pours new life into our
hearts. This life gives us energy and a new way of living. Holy Communion
give nourishment to the life of God within us. In another parable Jesus tells
us that he 1s the main trunk of the tree, we are the branches into which the
sap of life flows.

In the 2nd Scripture reading 1 Peter 2, we read: “Be close to Jesus, we
are a holy priesthood that offers sacrifice with Jesus Christ.” and “You are
a royal priesthood to praise God. We are chosen.”

When we receive Baptism, these words are in the ceremony. Yes, I am a
priest by ordination sacrament, but Christians are all believer priests. In
the concrete this means that when believers come to the Church, they do
not attend Mass they offer Mass with the altar priest — all are united to
Jesus our Priest — our Great Priest. So, at Mass let us offer ourselves and
all that we are, and all that we do, to our God. Let us offer the coming week
to our gentle God and ask Jesus to walk with us.

Let us share Jesus and his Path with those we meet this week — kindness,
thoughtfulness, encouragement and forgiveness.
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6th Sunday Easter Year A 14/5/23
Scripture: Acts 8:5-17; Psalm 66; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:15-21

Today I will give the message of Jesus about HOPE. Hope for us
Christians is a gift from God that looks at one’s future with confidence
and a sense of security.

A newspaper article by Inokuma Ritsuko, a writer on Japan’s social
security says: ‘The people of Japan have begun to worry about their
future.

Oe Kenzaburo said: ‘We in Japan are facing a crisis. We are a society
without hope.’

We all must die. Will we get sick? Missiles land close. There are
earthquakes — and a major earthquake predicted. Prices rise. Stress is
common. Pension?

Some of us try to forget about the future by buying goods, by various
distractions that can become addictions — TV, smartphone, SNS.

In the Letter to Hebrews 6:18-19 we read: “Run to God... this hope gives
our souls a firm anchor in stormy seas.”

An anchor keeps a ship from drifting onto dangerous rock even in a
storm. A meaningful parable!

Our second reading today (1 Peter 3:15) talks about sharing our hope as
Christians.

Our Gospel (John 14:15-21) emphasizes how much God loves us. There
1s a deep connection! The more and deeper we realize that God loves each
of us by name personally, with a love that is unconditional and accepting
us as-we-are, the stronger will be our hope that we will be safe and have a
sense of security for our future.

We believe in One God, within the life of God there is Father, Son and
Holy Spirits. In Today’s Gospel:

Our Father: we are loved totally as-we-are. We are the Father’s
specially loved totally as-we-are. We are the Father’s specially loved child.
This gives us HOPE.

The Son Jesus says to us today: ”I will not leave you orphans. I will come
back to you” (John 14:18) The Risen Lord is beside us on life’s journey.
This gives us HOPE.

The Holy Spirit: Jesus says to us today: “I shall ask the Father and he will
give you an Advocate” (John 14:16) An advocate is someone who stands

beside us, giving encouragement, strength and defence. This gives us
HOPE.



Let us insert hope into Japan! No matter what happens God loves each
one, cares and protects. St. Peter tells us in today’s second Scripture
reading: “Always have your answer ready for people who ask you the
reason for the hope you have. Give it with courtesy and respect” (1 Peter
3:15)

Hymn#52 “The care of God is without limit, we live within it.”
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ASCENSION Year A 21/5/23
Scripture : Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephes. 1:17-23; Matt. 28:16-20

Today we celebrate the event when Jesus our God who took on our
humanity, returns to Heaven. Jesus, as a human, had spent 33 years in one
country, and that was 2000 years ago. By going back to Heaven (that is: the
Ascension) Jesus our God is now free from the restrictions of time and being
in just one country. The Risen Jesus lives now, and is present in Yokohama,
1n our homes, school, workplace in fact the Risen Lord walks beside us an
life’s journey.

So the feast of the Ascension is not a feast of departure but a feast calling
to mind that Jesus returns to live in the whole world. “I am with you”

Jesus ascends to Heaven “to sit at the right hand of God.” (2nd reading,
Ephesians). This is the Biblical way of saying that Jesus is truly God equal
and united to the Father and Holy Spirit.

“I am with you” says Jesus to us. I feel that this is one of the most
important words of Jesus. These words touch our daily lives and also the
way we relate to God. At Jesus’birth the angels called Jesus in the Hebrew
language “Emanuel”. This means God is with us. The last words of Jesus
before his Ascension were: “I am with you always.”

With these words Jesus gave each of us a task in our lives “Go into the
whole world and make disciples for me among all nations. I am with you
always” (Matt.28:18-20)

Each of us, as Christians, has been greatly gifted by God. Jesus chose each
of us. Why has God been so good to us? God wants us to share his gift to
others. We go out into our own little world showing kindness,
thoughtfulness, acceptance of even difficult people, and forgiveness. And
where possible we tell people about Jesus and his love. When Jesus
ascended to Heaven, he gave each of us that task to continue his work in
our world.

And, this is most important: Jesus gives us the strength and guidance of
the Holy Spirit to be his representative.

In World War 2 the German city of Dresden was bombed and the church
destroyed. A statue of Jesus with arms out wide had the hands demolished.
The community left the statue without hands. But at the base they wrote
the words as if Jesus was speaking to them: “You are my hands.”

With the strength and guidance of the Holy Spirit let us be missionaries
for Jesus.

Jesus says to us: “You will receive power from the Holy Spirit, and then
you will be my witnesses.” (1st reading Acts 1:8)
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PENTECOST Year A 28/5/23
Scripture: Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104; 1 Cor 12:3-12; John 20:19-23

Let us first imagine and get into the hear of the first disciples of Jesus,
just after Jesus had returned to Heaven. These disciples had been in close
contact with Jesus for 3 years. Now their beloved friend could not be seen
with just human eyes. The disciples were lonely, full of fear because the
Jewish leaders would kill them too. The disciples had been given a task by
Jesus to be his witness in Jerusalem and the whole world. The disciples felt
totally inadequate to do this task.

But Jesus said that he would give strength to the disciples by sending
the Holy Spirit.

So while still being afraid they went to a second floor (safer than 1st floor!)
and barred the door. But with the mother of Jesus with them, they admitted
their fear and inability and prayed.

The Holy Spirit came down upon them. They received courage and the
right words. With the courage, strength and guidance of the Holy Spirit the
disciples became brave witnesses for Jesus.

That scene and action of the Holy Spirit was 2000 years ago. The Holy
Spirit works among us today. Let us each face our true selves. Ask yourself:
“Do I have worries? Un-ease? Fear? Do I worry about my future? Will I get
sick? Am I worried about dying? Am I able to walk the path of life that
Jesus, in his love, has shown me? Am I a witness to Jesus among the people
I meet? In my own home, school, area, workplace? Am I a witness to Jesus?

Let each of us admit our weakness, our limitations and inability! It is
important to do this honest assessment of self in the presence of Jesus
himself. (It is not a psychological exercise!)

Admitting our inability, let us ask Jesus to send the Holy Spirit upon
each of us. The Holy Spirit gives us strength, guidance, encouragement and
hope. The Advocate Holy Spirit stands beside us.

Scripture tells us we need the Holy Spirit:

To really know and trust God as ‘abba’, and Jesus, Savior

To really believe “Jesus 1s Load”

To pray

To speak with confidence about Jesus and his Path

To understand the deep meaning of Scripture

To guide us in our every-day life. The Holy Spirit comes to us not only for
holy matters, but also for our ordinary daily life matters.

“Come! Holy Spirit come”
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