13th SUNDAY Year A  2/7/2023

Scripture : 2 Kings 4:8-16; Psalm 89; Romans 6:3-11 Matt.10:37-42

Today’s Gospel reading has 3 different but connected themes. This
connection is the love and care that Jesus has far each of us.

In the first theme we need these surprising words “If you prefer father,
mother, son or daughter to me, you are not worthy to be a follower of me.”
It can be dangerous at times to read scripture literally. Scripture most be
put into the context of the times and the people used words in that era.
Actually the meaning of these words 1s summed up in the children’s hymn;
“desus 1s number one!” If we keep in contact with Jesus and make Jesus
the center of our lives we will love father, mother, son and daughter (and
all others) in a deeper way. The love that Jesus pours act on as flows into
everyone we meet. Try it!

The second theme is from Jesus! “Take up your cross and follow me.” Our
“cross” 1s any suffering, sadness, pain that we as humans experience.

We never, ever, carry our cross alone. Jesus is beside us carrying the cross
with us. Indeed ‘Jesus is number one in pain, suffering, loneliness and hurt
of body or heart. Jesus says in a living voice; “Come to me all who are tired
and loaded down...”

The third theme is hospitality. This is also the theme in our 1st reading.
The housewife gives hospitality to Elisha. Showing warmth, welcome and
kindness and thoughtfulness to others is very much part of the path that
Jesus shows us to walk. We can show hospitality in small ways — a cup of
water, or a kind smile, or just by saying ‘thank you’, or a phone call or visit.
To show hospitality we need to forget self — to love rather than be loved (as
the prayer of St. Francis, Peace, says) Again of we make Jesus number one
in our lives that love will flow out to others.

If we make Jesus number one our daily lives will take on a beautiful taste
— and have meaning and joy.
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14th Sunday Year A 9/7/23
Scripture: Zakariah9:9-10; Psalm145; Matt11:25-30

We are truly blessed! Jesus has told us what our God is really like. Jesus
also tells us what attitude God takes toward us weak humans. Jesus tells
us that our God is a very gentle Father who really loves us his children.

We learn about God our Father trough the teaching of Jesus. But we
learn for more thorough the kindness, thoughtfulness, gentleness and deep
understanding that Jesus showed to people. When we see the human
kindness of Jesus, we see the God’s attitude to us. Evevn when we may
forget God or even reject him, God never, ever forget us. God’s love is
unconditional. Our Responsored Psalm 145 prays to God in these words:”O
God, you give us gifts and mercy, you are slow to anger, and show deep
compassion”

Jesus 1s our God who became human like us. That makes our God very
close to us. The Risen Jesus walks beside us on the path of life. And Jesus
1s very close to us in a heart to heart, friendship.

Jesus 1n today’s Gospel says: “I have humble of heart.” In other words
Jesus says to us: “I have experienced what it is like to be human so I
understand you.”

Today in the living voice of the scripture says to us: “Come to me when
you are tired and have heavy worries and suffering. I will refresh you.” In
our busy and competitive society tiredness stress and worries are frequent.
Let us admit to ourselves that this is my condition. Then let us use these
worries and burdens by going to Jesus. Jesus says : "Come to me.” Let us
answer this wonderful invitation by going to Jesus to talk things over in
prayer. Our tiredness and worries can be the raw material of our prayer.
Jesus turns a gentle ear to that kind of prayer.

When I came to Japan more than 60years ago, a bullock carrying a heavy
yoke polled the plow in the poddy-field and field. A York is heavy. The York
that Jesus speaks of is a double-yoke. That is, Jesus and each of us. We are
bever alone when we meet suffering. Jesus suffers with us, gives us
encouragement. In this way our heavy load becomes light.

Jesus is so kind. Let us reply to his wonderful invitation- “Come to me....”
And let us share that encouragement with those we meet-especially those
who are suffering.
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15th Sunday Year A 16/7/23
Scripture: Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 65; Matthew 13:1-33

We Christians are the richest people in the world! Why? Because Jesus,
our God, has planted the seed of faith in our heats. That seed of faith
gives meaning and taste to our daily lives. The Risen Jesus walks our
life’s journey with us. Jesus gives strength, guidance and encouragement.

The same risen Jesus speaks to us, especially through the Bible. The
Bible is a very special book where Jesus speaks to us in a living voice. As
the letter to the Hebrews says: “The word of God is alive and active. It is
sharper than any double-edged sword.” (Heb. 4:12)

Let us ask ourselves: “Do we open our Bible to hear what God has to say
to us?” What a waste, if we do not open the Bible!

Perhaps at some time, a word or verse echoed in your heart. Do you
have a favorite verse? If so, that is a special message from the Risen Load
Jesus.

Only 1% of Japanese are Christians. We have been chosen — never as an
elite group. We have been chosen to share God’s gifts with others — to give
light in darkness, to be like salt, give Japanese society taste.

Jesus our God has sown the seed of faith in our hearts. Jesus calls on us
to make that seed grow and bear fruit. Today’s Gospel tells of 4 responses.

1.Some seed falls on hard ground. Such a person refuses to accept the
seed and remain without growth.

2.Some seed falls on stony ground with thin soil. Such a person’s faith is
fervent in the beginning, but enthusiasm for Christ fades and dies.

3.Some seeds get smothered with weed, such as thistles. Such a person
loses the way by getting distracted by worldly goods, worries, by
getting too busy, by success, too much time at TV or PC, or
smartphone. In other words, Jesus is not number one!

4.Seed falls on good soil. Such a person keeps the soil of the heart fertile
by keeping in contact with Jesus by giving time to prayer. And by
reading and praying the Bible to hear what God says to us. Jesus is
number one. This makes our daily work and life go more smoothly
because we walk with Jesus as help, strength and guide.

Long prayers are not necessary. It is the contact with Jesus that is most
important. Dr. Nagai Takeshi is a good example. He was very busy as an
X-ray radiologist. Each morning Dr. Nagai would choose a word or line
from Scripture and call it to mind in his busy work. Try this!
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16th Sunday Year A 23/7/23
Scripture: Wisdom 12:13-19; Psalm 86; Romans 8:26-27; Matt 13:24-43

In today’s 1st reading we read: ”’O Lord our God, you govern us with deep
affection and gentleness.

Today let us consider the deep affection that our God has towards each of
us without exception.

We see the deep affection and gentleness of God when ponder on the
attitude of Jesus towards the people of his time. (Jesus is the same today
towards us) Jesus understood Peter’s weakness and failure. Jesus showed
deep affection and forgave him. Jesus forgave the woman who was seized
by the police of the time, in adultery and placed before Jesus --- Jesus was
so understanding, gentle and forgiving.

Likewise with the apostle Thomas who doubted Jesus. Jesus is the same
‘vesterday, today and forever’ (Heb. 13:8) Jesus today shows deep affection
towards us. Jesus understands our human frailty, awaits our repentance
and forgives us.

In the parable of today’s Gospel, a field owner sows his field in wheat.
But when the wheat matures he sees that there 1s a weed ‘poison wheat’
growing among his wheat. This ‘poison wheat’ looks like wheat till it shows
1ts flower. The farmer says to the field owner: “Shall we pull out the poison
wheat?” The owner says: “No. The roots of the two are intertwined. If you
pull out the poison wheat you will also pull out the good wheat. So leave it
till harvest time.”

The message is this: Our God is not a punishing God. God knows our
weakness, and if we commit a sin, is patient and awaits our repentance. In
the words of the parable, our God is kind and leaves us till harvest time.
And because God has the power to do all things, God can change us when
we become ‘poison wheat’ to good wheat. That is the challenge to us --- Let
us make a new start. Our God is gentle and full of deep affection towards
us.

This 1s the way our God treats us, so we are asked to treat others in the
same way. Or as we pray in the Lord’s prayer: “Father, forgive us our sins
as we forgive others who sin against us.”

Let us ponder deeply how God looks on us with deep affection and reply
to that love. We can always make a new start.

Postscript: Pope Francis has written a letter to grandparents and the

aged. Let the generations meet as young Mary and aged Elizabeth met.

The two gave each other joy and encouragement.
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17th Sunday Year A 30/7/23
Scripture 1kings3:5-12 Psalm119 Rom8 23-30 Matt13:44-52

Please ponder this question honestly and deeply: “In the depths of my
heart what gift from God do I want the most?”

That 1s the question God asked Solomon in our first Scripture reading
today.

probably at first such requests as health (for self or another), relief from
worry or a peaceful relationship will float up. These requests are good, but
let us go deeper. We can only find true peace and happiness if we have a
warm relationship with God. As St. Augustine writes his prayer: “O God,
you made us for yourself and we cannot find rest until we rest in you” such
a warm relationship with God is the greatest and most valuable treasure
we could possess. To realize deeply that each of us is a child of God and
deeply loved i1s a beautiful treasure. God has given us this treasure when
he gave us the gift of faith.

In the 2 parables Jesus tells of a famer who struck a treasure when his
plow hit it. (This was quite common in the time of Jesus as that country
had been a battle field of armies and the farmers fled, but first burying
valuables.) The farmer sells everything to buy the field.

Likewise the collector of beautiful pearls. He sees a specially beautiful
pearl and sells everything to buy it. “Sell everything” is the ley word. Do we
value the gift of faith above everything else. Is Jesus number one for us?
Let us know Jesus in prayer. Jesus is our friend. Jesus is our God. God
alone can satisfy our hopes, dreams and heart yearnings. The faith we
possess 1s a gift from God. That faith can give us peace, happiness and a
sense of security.

At Baptism we were given that gift. But St Paul tells us: "We have this
treasure in jars of clay to show that this sur passing great power is from
God and not ourselves”(2 Corinthians4:7)

Let us thank God for the treasure of faith. Let us nourish our warm
relationship by keeping in contact by daily prayer. And let us share this
happiness and sense of purpose with others.

Postscript: The 3rd parable tells us that in the church of Jesus there are
various people-different nationalities, way of thinking, education. Jesus
calls on us to accept the different people. God loves them all.
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