TRANSFIGURATION Year A 6/8/23
Scripture : Daniel 7:9-14; Psalm 97; 2Peter 1:16-19 Matt.17:1-9

Before we consider the Transfiguration itself, let us ponder these 3
Texts of scripture.
1.“Jesus the Son of God can sympathize with us in our weakness because
he has been tested in every way as we are. So let us approach him with
confidence in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:14-16

2.“Christ emptied himself taking human form, even to death on the cross.
(Philippians 2:5-8)

3.0r as St. John puts it so simply: “The Word was made flesh and dwelt
amongst us” (John 1:14)

These texts tell us that Jesus was truly, truly human like, with the same
human reactions. Yes, Jesus was still God, but Jesus put aside his heavenly
glory and became truly human.

6 days before the Transfiguration, Jesus knowing the hatred of the elders,
and also their methods said: “I will be made to suffer terribly, I will be killed”
(Matt. 16:21). When we humans face pain, suffering or sickness, we feel
fear, anxiety and a sense of helplessness.

This 1s exactly how the truly human Jesus felt. What does Jesus do?
Jesus goes up a mountain to pray. On the mountain Jesus i1s surrounded by
light. And the voice of God says: “This is my Son whom I love”(Matt. 17:5).
In this way Jesus receives courage to accept suffering with trust and hope.
God was with him.

When we meet pain, or suffering, naturally we feel afraid. Let us ‘go up
the mountain’to pray. That let us go to Jesus our God who has been through
the same experience. Jesus suffers with us — Jesus has compassion. (In
place of ‘going up the mountain’ let us go to our place of prayer and meet
Jesus)

A similar scene with very meaningful differences occured on the night the
sufferings of Jesus began.

In darkness on level ground in the Garden of Gethsemane, with the same
3 disciples Jesus feels the depths of fear. Jesus prays for courage. God his
Father gives Jesus encouragement. Let us ‘go into the garden’ that is meet
Jesus 1n prayer. Jesus understands human suffering because he has
experienced it. Therefore we can go to Jesus in confidence.

Last week Pope Francis spoke to pilgrims from Australia. Pope Francis
said: “The Lord Jesus 1s always at your side. Yes, even in the most difficult
times. Jesus i1s always with us, never tiring of walking with us.”

Let us share the encouragement and hope that Jesus gives us with others.
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19th Sunday Year A 13/8/23
Scripture: 1 Kings 19:9-13; Psalm 85; Matthew 14:23-33

The Risen Jesus, our God, speaks to us today in a living voice.

Today’s Responsorial Psalm 85 tells us: "Let us listen to the Lord when
He speaks. God promises peace.”

In the first reading the message is this; when God speaks to us humans,
his voice is not loud and dramatic (like a typhoon, or earthquake or a large
fire.) God’s voice to us is like a gentle breeze.

Here I give my personal experience of God speaking to me! For 3 years I
worked in a parish with a Sister who was assigned officially to the parish.
Sister had a character that was impulsive. Without thinking beforehand,
Sister said and did thigs! This impulsiveness annoyed me very much! After
a year, I read today’s Gospel and pondered on the way Jesus accepted Peter.
The apostle Peter was very impulsive. We see this impulsiveness many
times in the Gospels. This habit must have annoyed Jesus too. But Jesus
accepted Peter as -he -was. Through this Gospel I met Jesus in a deeper
way and 1n peace could also accepted Sister.

In the Gospel Peter sees Jesus walking on the water. Impulsively Peter
says: “Let me walk on the water too.” Jesus says: “Come” Peter takes 2 steps,
then sees the high waves, loses trust in Jesus and sinks. Jesus so gently
says: “Peter, why did you doubt?” The main lesson i1s that Jesus did not
punish Peter, but accepted his lack of faith, his annoying habits — and much
later his sins of denial.

Jesus treats each one of us in exactly the same way. So in our weakness,
let us go to Jesus with confidence and hope. Jesus says to us in a living
voice: “Fear not! I am with you. Do not be afraid.”

Let us reflect on the words with deep meaning in Hymn 388, 2nd verse.:
On that day of storm, when the waves are high, you speak to the
Apostolates. The words giving strength. Please cause me to hear the same
words.”
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20th Sunday Year A 20/8/23
Scripture: Isaiah 56:1-7; Psalm 67; Romans 11:13-32; Matthew 15:21-28

This i1s the background to today’s Scripture readings. In the time of
Jesus, the religious leaders of the Jews claimed that the one true God
gave his love and care only for followers of the Jewish religion. They
taught; “We Jews are chosen by God. We are elite, pagans are rejected by
God”. The leaders taught that, despite the words of the prophet Isaiah, or
Psalm 67, or the care God shows for pagans in Jonah. They were deaf to
such Scripture, only choosing what suited their teaching. They were
exclusive and looked down on foreigners.

For example, Jesus in his first sermon in Nazareth quoted Isaiah. God
loves all humans, not just Jews. The leaders of the Nazareth synagogue
expelled Jesus and tried to stone him to death. In the Gospel of today
Jesus deliberately goes into a foreign country, where he meets and heals a
foreign woman’s daughter.

Yes, the Jews were chosen by God —- BUT THEY WERE CHOSEN TO
SHARE GOD’S LOVE.

“O God may your ways be known upon earth and all nations know your
saving help”. (Psalm 67)

This 1s how I feel personal; I am not a Jew. I am a foreigner. But Jesus
of the New Covenant has chosen me. God has shown his love to me by
giving me the gift of faith and showing me His Son, Jesus. I have a deep
sense of gratitude to God and want to share that gift with others. That is
why I came to Japan and why I still stay in Japan!

All of you have been chosen — chosen to share. We are the most gifted
people in the world — let us share our gift. Let us be light in the darkness,
tasty salt in our small society — by word and example.

In the Gospel we see an interesting conversation between Jesus and a
pagan woman. Scripture scholars tell us that this conversation is not
harsh. Rather, it is full of humour. The mother speaks boldly to Jesus. Is
our prayer too formal, too polite? Jesus is our friend and he wants to talk
to us as friends. So let us come to Jesus boldly with friendship. Let us
come as-we-are. That is how Jesus wants us to come to the throne of
grace. “Come to me, you who are tired and heavily burdened”. In the
letters to the Hebrews (this is Scripture, this is God’s own word!) “Let us
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need”. (Hebrews 4:16)
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21st Sunday Year A 27/8/23
Scripture: Isaiah 22:19-23; Psalm 138; Romans 11:33-36; Matt 16:13-20

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks his 12 disciples 2 questions: The first is:
“Who do people say I am? What are people saying about me?” Peter
answers as leader of the 12. “There are various opinions- John Baptist
come alive or one of the ancient prophets.”

Then Jesus goes to the important 2nd question. “That is other people’s
opinion, but who am I for you yourself? What image do you yourself have
of me?”

Peter answers: “You, Jesus, are the promised savior (the Messiah). You,
Jesus, are the Son of God.”

Then Jesus says: “That is a good, honest answer, but it 1s God who
inspired you to answer that way.”

People who read this: this is not just an event of 2000 years ago. The
Risen Lord Jesus today asks each one of us the same question.

Here let us pause and ponder deeply: “Who is Jesus for me? Do I know
Jesus? Have I really met Jesus? Jesus asks us: “Do you really know me as
your friend, and as your God?” Let us quietly ponder: Let our answer to
Jesus be humble, and above all, honest.

If you feel you have met Jesus, thank him. This is a gift from God- as in
the case of Peter.

But if you feel that you have not met Jesus, or perhaps, you feel that
Jesus is vague or distant, do not worry! Just in your own words tell Jesus
just how you feel towards him. Jesus accepts us as-we-are. Jesus wants an
honest reply.

Such a conversation with Jesus can be the beginning of friendship.

From now, I will share with you my answer to the question of Jesus.

I thank my God that he has shown me his Son in some way. But I want
to meet Jesus in a deeper way. Every day I pray the prayer of the 12th
century English saint Richard of Chichester. This is the prayer:

“My Lord Jesus Christ — I thank you.

Jesus, my friend and brother,

May I know you more clearly,

May I love you more dearly,

May I follow you more nearly, day by day.”

We meet Jesus especially by pondering the Gospels in a prayerful way.
That Jesus will come is as sure as the dawn. (Hosea 6:3)
Let us share God’s gifts with others.
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