22nd Sunday A 3/9/23
Scripture : Jeremiah20:7-9; Psalm63; Rom12:1-2; Matt16:21-27

Jesus is true God; created us keep us in life. But the Son of God, put aside
the glory of Heaven and became truly human like us. As a true human
Jesus experienced fear, hurts to the heart, such as betrayal, and also pain
of body.

In today’s Gospel we see Jesus thinking about fearing the death that he
could see coming.

Impetuous Peter tells Jesus that this should not happen!

In my homilies I have used the words:”Jesus is our fellow-traveler in our
journey of life”. The Risen Jesus i1s beside us. Especially when we meet
suffering. Jesus as a true human, has experienced suffering, so he has a
deep understanding. Jesus feels with us.

As frail humans we all of us meet suffering of various kinds! There is
physical pain, or sickness; there is sufferings of the heart-such as loneliness,
broken relationships, dreams of life shattered, temptation, failure,
depression, betrayal, old age no energy forgetful addiction, fear, unease etc
etc. I know a man whose suffering was a short temper. In the words of Jesus
our suffering is called ‘the cross’.

Jesus gives us this challenge! “If anyone wants to be my follower, that
one must reject oneself, take up one’s cross and follow me”.

Let each of ask ourselves: “Do I want to be a true follower of Jesus?”

Jesus does not promise to take our suffering away. When we meet
suffering Jesus promises to be beside us, to suffer with us, to give us
courage, hope, strength and encouragement. Jesus has experienced
suffering. Here I repeat: Jesus is our fellow traveler. As a fellow traveler
Jesus says in time of suffering: “Come to me all you who labor, tired and
heavily burdened, I will give you refreshment. ”(Matt.)

In the 1st reading Jeremiah has experienced suffering but God does not
seem to be near to help him. So Jeremiah complains-but that complaint is
a prayer. His prayer is accepted by God, because in prayer God always
wants us to come to him as-we-are. That prayer actually leads to hope and
courage.

When we meet suffering let us not think of ourselves, let us throw away
ourselves, and offer encouragement to others.
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23rd Sunday Year A 10/9/23
Scripture : Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95; Romans 13:8-10 Matt.18:15-20

We believe that God the Son became human like us. From the time of the

Incarnation our God 1s close to us humans, because God himself in Jesus
experienced what it is like to be human — with our weaknesses. Jesus died
on the Cros, but came to life again. Because of the Resurrection of Jesus,
Jesus now lives amongst us. Jesus is present in Holy Communion, speaks
to us in a living voice through Scripture and is present among us when we
gather to pray. In today’s Gospel Jesus says: “Where 2 or 3 meet in my
name, I shall be there with them.” (Matt. 18:20)
At our Mass here today Risen Jesus is in the long seats with us. Jesus
prays with us to the Father in our gathering there are people with different
personalities, different upbringing and education, different nationalities,
different ideals and ways of thinking. It is the presence of the Risen Jesus
that unites us ‘Unity in diversity.” Our Mass i1s a family meal with Christ.
We have the bond of brothers and sisters in faith. Such unity with Christ
and each other gives us encouragement for the coming week.

In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that if we see a person taking the wrong
path, gently chide that person. That chiding must come from love, not anger
or disappointment. Jesus tells us “Do not judge others!” God himself is
gentle with us. “God does not break the broken reed or quench the wavering
flame.” (Matt. 12:20)

Here 1s a concrete example! To parents and grandparents who see their
children of grandchildren taking a wrong path. Be gentle! Be loving! Be
understanding! Anger towards a person only make that person go stronger
in the wrong way! A non-verbal chiding is more effective. Accept that person
as-they-are. And pray, pray, pray for that person. Have hope in God’s power.
That person will eventually find the right path.

Jesus tells us: “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12) And
St. Paul in today’s 2nd reading: “Love is the one thing that cannot hurt your
neighbour.” (Romans 13:9-10)

God 1s patient and forgives us. Let us be patient and forgive others.
Reconciliation in our human relations is an important part of the Way of
Jesus.
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24th Sunday Year A 17/9/23
Scripture: Shira 27-28; Psalm 103; Rom. 14:7-9; Matt. 18:21-25

“The human tongue can hurt people.” So says St. James in his letter in
the Bible (James 3:8). In our human relations we can be hurt by others in
what they say to us (Or even not using words!). If we are hurt in this way,
we tend to have a grudge or have an unforgiving heart. In both the Old
Testament and Jesus in the Gospels urge us to forgive people who hurt us.
In the first reading from Shira we read: “Forgive your neighbor the hurt
he does you, and when you pray your sins will be forgiven.” (Shira 27:35)

In the prayer that Jesus himself taught us we pray: “God, our Father,
please forgive our sins. We forgive those who sin against us.” (Matt. 6:12)

With a hurt in our heart, it is difficult to forgive — at times it seems
1mpossible!

Yes, it 1s difficult or seemingly impossible with our own human strength.
But nothing is impossible to God. Let us ask Jesus to help us.

Here 1s a prayerful process to start forgiving.
1.Let us ask ourselves: “Do I want to forgive this person?
2.Recall how God has forgiven us in his compassion.
3.Ask for help from Jesus — and keep asking!

In today’s parable Jesus gives us a vivid story related to number 1 above.

The master forgives a servant an enormous debt. (This debt amounts to
50 years wages!)

Then the forgiven servant goes out and meets a fellow servant who owes
him the equivalent of 3 month’s wages. He demands that he sell
everything he has or he will send him to prison. How unfair, and
thoughtless. God forgives us. Let us forgive others.

For our community Mass for Respect for Aged Day, we have the
following readings. When we need encouragement or consolation from
God, these will help.
1.Numbers 6:22 God himself gave this blessing to Mass, so this is what
God wants to give us today also.
2.Psalm 23 Jesus is our good shepherd who guides us to restful waters
and gives us peace
3.Isaiah 43:1-13 Each of us is known to God by our own personal name.
God values us, and tells us not to fear.
4.Gospel Matthew 11:28-30 When we feel tiredness of body or spirit, let us
reply to the invitation of Jesus. Jesus assured us: “I will give you rest.”
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25th Sunday Year A 24/9/23
Scripture: Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 145; Philippians 1:20-27; Matthew 20:1-16

This is my personal experience. When I was in first year middle school, at
Sunday Mass I heard this parable of the workers in the vineyard. Some workers
started at 6 a.m. and worked till 6 p.m. — 12 hours. Then some came at 5 p.m.
and worked only one hour. Everyone received same wage. That is unfair I thought
then. I do not like the teaching of Jesus.

Then I learnt about parable. There is usually one point that is not normal — it
1s surprising. We are caused to think of the deep meaning behind the intentional
strange point.

This parable has absolutely no connection with labour relations between
workers and employers. This parable is about God’s love for every human.

This parable has 2 levels or 2 eras.

1st. Jesus taught that God loves every creature. Jesus taught this in his home
town, Nazareth. The Jewish leaders were so against this teaching that they tried
to kill Jesus. The Pharisees taught that the Jews since the time of Abraham, 1900
years before, were God’s special people. All others, pagans, were rejected by God.
God did not love them. Lord only loved Jews, so any late-comers were not
accepted.

#2 level — us today. Yes, the Jewish people were chosen by God — but chosen to
share God’s gifts. They had become narrow and closed.

I am a late comer. I have only worked one hour. I thank God every day for
choosing me. We are all ‘one-hour workers!” Each of us has been called by Christ.
Jesus says to each of us: “You have not chosen me, I have chosen you”. (John
15:16)

Jesus chooses some people as infants, others as school students, some as adults
and some near death. Please do not compare your date of Baptism with others.
God loves all 100%.

And of course, God’s love is not just for Christians. God loves every creature.
Christians know this love and asked to share God’s love with others.

The call to be a Christian is the greatest treasure on earth. But let us always
remember that we are called and chosen to share God’s gift. We are asked to tell
people in some way by word or example (or even by a friendly smile) that God
loves them God loves everyone. Sadly, not everyone knows that they are loved by
God.

God has been kind to us — let us say ‘thank you’ to God. A sense of gratitude
towards God is important.

Our Responsorial Psalm 145: “The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
abounding in love. The Lord is compassionate to all his creatures, close to all who
call on him”. (Psalm 145)
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