26th Sunday Year A 1/10/23
Scripture: Ezekiel 18:25-28; Psalm 25; Phillipi 2:1-11; Matt 21:28-32

If someone in their past life committed a big sin, today’s message of Jesus
in the Gospel (Matt. 21:28-32) gives great consolation and encouragement.
If we tell God that we are really sorry God forgives that sin in its entirety.
If someone feels embarred or feels guilty or has a bad feeling about that sin,
chase that feeling out of your heart and mind. When God forgives us our
sins, that sin ceases to exit in God’ eyes. We must learn to forgive ourselves
too — God forgives! Yes, we can recall the sin and say thank you to God for
forgiveness.

Of course, this same kind attitude of God towards sinners also applies to
the person who has a lot of little sins.

Our sins are a barrier to enjoying a close relationship with God. Remember
that Jesus was pleased to be called ‘a friend of sinners’

In Psalm 25:7-8 we read this prayer.

‘O Lord do not remember the sins of my youth.

In your love remember me. You show the path to those who stray.”

In the Gospels we see St. Peter as a big sinner. Peter denied that he even
knew Jesus.

Also the adulteress was forgiven so gently by Jesus (John 8:11) The
women with a bad reputation- Jesus said: “Go in peace, your sins are
forgiven (Luke 7:48). And there is the sinful prodigy son and welcoming and
forgiving father (Luke 15-)

We tell God that we are truly sorry and sin is wiped away. The Sacrament
of Forgiveness confirms this restoration to warm relationship with God.

October 1 is the feast of St. Teresia, who is the patron and guardian of our
community in Shinkoyasu.

Teresia is also our model. Teresia did no big, famous acts. Teresia read the

lives of famous saints- some cared for lepers, others were mortyrs. Teresia
said: “I am just a small grain of sand. I am like a small child who trusts
God’s love and does small, everyday things for and with Jesus.” Teresia
called this style of living as “The Little Way” Teresia did not take giant,
long strides on the path of life, she took little steps. Here is a path we can
all take.
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27th Sunday Year A 8/10/23
Scripture: Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80; Philippians 4:6-9; Matt 21:33-43

We use the expressions: ‘to know Jesus’ and ‘to meet Jesus’ Both have the
same meaning. These expressions mean that we became friends with Jesus
through the prayerful reading of the Gospels. The more we know of the
human Jesus, the more we learn about God — God’s love for us humans and
the way God accepts our human weakness. Jesus is the love of God in a
human heart.

God the Son became truly human so that we can meet God through a
concrete person. Jesus, our God, was 100% human, therefore Jesus had the
same kind of feeling and reaction, and temptations as we ordinary humans.

The first purpose of becoming human given by the Father was to offer
freedom, hope and peace to the Jewish people. The Jews had waited 1,900
years for this promised redeemer. But as we read in today’s readings from
Isaiah and Matthew, the Jewish religious priests and elders did not accept
the message from Heaven or Jesus himself, the messenger.

Jesus purposely came on earth to offer salvation to the Jewish nation.
Imagine the deep disappointment in the human heart of Jesus. Another
time over Jerusalem Jesus wept (Luke 19:41).

Have you ever had a dream that evaporated like morning dew? Or lost

your job?
Or failed in something you greatly desired? Have you ever experienced
ingratitude? Let us meet Jesus who had the same experienced. We can get
to know Jesus through our disappointments, failures and hurts. Scripture
tells us that Jesus feels with us, has sympathy for us in our weakness,
failures and hurts (Heb. 4:15).

In today’s Gospel we see Jesus being disappointed at the Jewish priests
and elders not accepting God’s message. They are planning to kill Jesus.
And Jesus knows this. Jesus, like any human, had a fear of death. In
Gethsemane Jesus experienced great fear. But Jesus prayed to the Father
for courage and received it (Mark 14:34). Jesus is an example of prayer for
us.

So through our various human difficulties let us take them to Jesus. In
this way of prayer we will come to meet Jesus as a close, understanding
friend. On life’s journey the Risen Jesus is always at our side.

As we sing in Hymn number 53; Psalm 139:18, “The blessings of God are
without limit, and we live always in the midst of those blessings.”
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28th Sunday Year A 15/10/23

Scripture:Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:12-20 Matt.22:1-14

In the Bible, Old and New Testament, meals are mentioned very often.
This is called “The Banquet Theme.” A meal is a concrete symbol of joyful
intimacy with God. God and we humans have a joyful meal together.
Jesus gives a meal parable to the Jewish priests and elders of his time.
These taught that friendship with God was only for Jews — and especially
for those Jews who kept all the laws that they had created. Sinners and
pagans did not enjoy God’s love!

Jesus tells them — and us today — that God loves every single person that
He created. The love of God is unconditional, for every single person of
every nation. And God’s love is for good people — and importantly for sinners
and bad people too.

Jesus put into practice what He taught. Jesus had a joyful meal with
companionship with a young married couple, (Jn 2), with the tax collector
Mattew, (Mt 9) with Zachary who was invited by Jesus to a meal of
friendship when he was up a tree (Luke 19), and Jesus had a special meal
with his 12 disciples on the night before he died. At that meal he called
them “my friend”. (John 14-17)

In today‘s first Scripture reading, Isaiah uses vivid poetical language to
describe the meal of close fellowship with us humans. Only the best of food
and drink i1s given. And God gives consolation to us in this meal by wiping
away tears from our eyes. This meal is for all nations. Jesus, our Shepherd,
also prepare a banquet for us (Psalm 23).

Every person, in some way, gets an invitation to enjoy God’s friendship,
love and warm relationship. Some ignore this invitation, some do not reply
because they are busy with things of this world.

Jesus challenges us gently to reply to God’s invitation to warm fellowship:
This challenge 1s alive for us today! Let us ponder if we have answered the
invitation to enjoy God’s warm love and friendship.

We enjoy this warm fellowship with Jesus at our Mass and Communion —
the Mass 1s a family meal with God. This experience of Mass goes into our
daily lives when we pray in our homes. Prayer is basically a warm
conversation with our friend Jesus. In this way this warm relationship will
give taste to our daily lives, work, study or retirement. Let us share this
warmth with others.

Happy are they who are invited to the table of the Lord.



Matthew 22:11-14 is a different parable spoken by Jesus on a different day.
The wedding garment was so easy to prepare. Just washing clothes was
enough. Not to do so and come to the wedding reception in dirty clothes was
a deliberate insult to the King.

Do we prepare the garment of our heart to meet Jesus?_
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29th Sunday Year A 22/10/23
Scripture:Isaiah45:1-6; Psalm97; I thess1:1-5; Matt22:15-21

Look at the picture on Bible and Liturcy of a Roman Coin used in the time
of Jesus, to pay tax to the Roman Rulers. Notice the portrait of King Caesar
who the romans regarded as God. The Pharasees who were so strict, taught
that for a good Jew even to touch it would become unclean in heart. The
Herodian group at the time accepted Rome and Caesar.

These 2 groups were usually unfriendly to each other like a dog and a
monkey. But they joined together because they both were jealous of Jesus
and hated him. In today’s Gospel we see these 2 parties unite to trap Jesus.
They created wooden scissors! An answer opposing Rome could be a crime
that the Romans would punish. Jesus gives a reply that is full of meaning-
even for us today. “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what belongs
to God.”

For us today this means that we can be loyal Japanese to the country
Japan, and at the same time be loyal to Jesus as we walk the path he shows
us. A good Christian is a good citizen. We pray for Japan and her people.
The word of God tells us: “pray for Kings and those in power so that we may
live quiet and peaceful lives... this kind of prayer pleases God who wishes
everyone to be saved”’(St Paul, 1 Timothy 2:2-4) Today with us in Japan
“Kings” means the Emperor to give us a sense of peace and unity by his
example, and also our government.-even if we do not agree with their
political party. If is Japan we pray for

In the first reading from Isaiah, King Cyrus of Babylon does not know
the true God, but God knows him. Cyrus is chosen as God’s instrument to
give freedom and peace to the people in Captivity in Babylon for 49 years.
God loves every single created person. We Christians are asked to be
instruments of that love so that others may realize that they are loved by
God. Today 1s Mission Sunday. Vatican 1 calls on every Christian to be a
missionary-that is , a witness of Jesus to the people we meet.
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30th Sunday Year A 29/10/23
Scripture: Exodus 22:20-26; Psalm 18; Thes.1 1:5-10; Matt. 22:34-40

We, as followers of Jesus walk the path of hope that he has shown us. The
destination of this path is Heaven.

Today in the Gospel Jesus gives us a sign-post. If we follow that sign-post
we will arrive safely to Heaven.

The sign-post is LOVE. Love God. Love your neighbor. Love yourself.

It 1s hard to love a God we cannot see. God knows this, so God sent the
Son to earth to become human like us. We meet that God who became
human, when we meet Jesus. In the Gospels we see Jesus as kind,
thoughtful, gentle, and one who understands human weakness and gladly
accepts us weak humans. Jesus sees suffering people and feels with them.
Compassion and fellow-feeling are the heart of Jesus. When we meet Jesus
we meet God. This 1s the God we love. God loves each of us, we love him
back.

It 1s important to express our love for Jesus who is God. We show our love
by giving time for God in prayers. We read Gospels to meet Jesus.

Then Jesus tells us to ‘love our neighbors’ Our neighbor is anyone we meet
or know. The 1st reading from Exodus mentions ‘the stranger, the widow,
the orphan’. Today the ‘stranger’ for us can be the immigrant. Widow and
orphan in scripture are representatives of all who are poor.

“Love” does not mean having a nice warm feeling. It means accepting a
person as they are. Jesus even said : "Love your enemies. Pray for
them.“ Let us ask ourselves : Do I accept others? For example; people I do
not have good human relations with. To ‘love’ someone like that in the
meaning of Jesus is to accept them as they are.

Finally: Do I love myself? Do I accept myself as I am? Or do I have a low-
self-image? Do I compare myself to others? We are all human. No human is
perfect. Do I accept my imperfection, my weakness, and things I cannot do?
God loves me and accepts me as I am.

Is such a path impossible to walk? Yes, it 1s impossible on our own human
strength. But Jesus gives us strength, guidance and encouragement.
Relying on Jesus makes his way possible. Let us rely on the strength of
Jesus. Jesus walks the path of life with us as a fellow traveler.
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