31st Sunday year A 5/11/23
Scripture: 1Thess. 2:7-9; Psalm 131; Matt 23:1-12

At the last supper Jesus washed the feet of the 12 disciples. In those times
this was the work of a servant! Jesus was the teacher, the 12 were pupils!
This 1s a model of humility for us. Jesus said: “I have given you an example.
Copy what I have done. Wash one another’s feet.” (John 13:15)

In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us: “You must be servants. Anyone who
humbles himself will be exalted” (by God) Matt. 23:12.

Humility is part of being a follower of Jesus. What is humility? And what
do I do to practice.

God’s help, so let us rely on that strength and help. Let us aim to walk
the path of Christ faithfully. But we so often ‘miss the mark.” (This is the
biblical description of ‘sin’) A humble person acknowledges that we possess
good points, and thanks God for giving them. Gratitude to God is important
for our humility because it acknowledges that those good points are a gift
from God. Here are some good points: some people are good at music, some
are good with their head, some have skillful finger tips, some are good
listeners to others, some good at support, teaching, helping, nursing, and
kindness to others et cetera. Every person has some good point. Let us
never say “I have no good point.” That is false humility. The patron of our
church, saint-Teresia, composed plays and beautiful poems for her
community. She said: “I am only a grain of sand on the seashore- but I am
a grain of sand that God knows and loves.” That is humility.

2nd Steps: Let us accept our good and bad points and do not compare
oneself to others. In the wide meaning of the phrase: let us ‘give up our seat’
to others.

The opposite to humility is arrogance and hypocrisy. The Pharisees were
proud hypocrites. Jesus understood and was gentle to those who sinned
because of human weakness. But Jesus strongly condemned hypocrisy.
Hypocrisy is self-centered, humility acknowledges that everything is God’s
gift.

Pharisees were not just a group of 2000 years ago. So many of us have
some of the Pharisees in our hearts. We seek praise, show-off, put on a false
front, arrogance, look down on others, vanity, competitive, or use authority
severely. Jesus challenges us to humbly and honestly look into our own
hearts.

Let us pray for the gift of humility. Perhaps we could use Psalm 131,
today’s Responsorial Psalm.



”0 God, I quieten my heart
I am like a little child

In its mother’s arms.

So I feel safe with you.”
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32nd Sunday Year A 12/11/23

Scripture: Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 63; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew
25'1-13

I have a request! During this Mass ask Jesus to intercede for us and send
the Holy Spirit over us giving us the gift of WISDOM. WISDOM from the
Holy Spirit is different from wisdom of this world.

The Holy Spirit works within our heart to give us a deep knowledge that
each of us 1s loved by a gentle God. Wisdom tells us that our life on earth is
a preparation for eternal life and happiness in Heaven.

Wisdom from the Holy Spirit tells us that on life’s journey the Risen Lord
Jesus walks beside us giving us guidance, strength and encouragement.
Wisdom tells me that walking the path of life with Jesus, as best I can, will
give me a true, deep and lasting peace. My heart will feel the security that
a small child feels in its mother’s arms. (Response Psalm 63)

Wisdom takes me further; God’s gifts given to me are for sharing with
others by thoughtfulness and kindness to others. That is: love of neighbor.
God’s gift of WISDOM guides me to fulfil my mission or calling in life — for
example, as a father or mother, teacher, student, retired or worker.

Scripture, which is God’s message to us tells us: “If you need Wisdom, ask
God for it, and he will give it to you. God is generous.” (James 1:5)

Let us have a deep yearning for God’s gift of WISDOM. This yearning is
expressed 1n to today’s Psalm 63.

But god’s Wisdom 1is not just for holy deeds. At times we have to make
decisions — ask God for wise guidance. And the Bible gives examples of how
God’s Wisdom works in ordinary life. For example, women sewing, men
building a house, a captain taking his ship safely into harbour.

The gift of God’s WISDOM is the light of a lamp guiding us in darkness.
Let us keep our lamps full of oil by prayer and kindness to others.
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33rd Sunday Year A 19/11/23
Scripture: Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 128; 1Thes. 5:1-6, Matt.25:14-30

Today’s Gospel tells us about the wonderful generosity of God, our creator.
In a parable there is usually a point which is totally surprising. In Jesus’
time a ‘talent’ was an amount of gold worth 20 year’s of wages! A ‘talent’
was a very great treasure.

In the parable the master trusts his servants with treasure. To one
servant he entrusts 5 talent — treasure; to another servant 2 talent -
treasure; to another one. God entrusts treasure to us. God gives to each one
of us special gifts. These are treasures!

Some people are given big, beautiful gifts. That is 5 talents. For example,
skilled musicians, artists, potters, sculptors. They use these great gifts from
God for the sake of other people. Some people like us are ordinary people —
we receive 2 or 1 talent! But they are still wonderful gifts. God is generous.
How do we use our gift, our treasure, our talent? One of the saddest lines
in the Bible is: “The man who received one talent dug a hole in the ground
and buried his master’s money” The challenge Jesus gives us in this parable
1s: “Does the one talent — treasure man apply to me?” The 1st scripture
reading from Proverbs depicts a wife (of 2,700 years ago) whose treasure
was her ability to sew clothes. Some people are clever in the head; others
are skilled with their hands. Some people can talk well; but others are good
at listening. Some have a friendly smile. In my kindergarten in N.Z. we had
a boy with water on the brain. His quiet talent was to cause us to be gentle
to those who suffer.

We all without exception have been given some treasure talent by God.
Do not compare yourself to others. Decide in the concrete what your talent
- treasure 1s. Then thank God for it, because it 1s God who gives us this gift.
And let us share our talent - treasure with others. That is why God gave it
to us.
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Christ the King Year A 26/11/23
Scripture Ezekiel34:11-17 Psalm23 Matthew25:31-46

Jesus has an important lesson for us in today’s Gospel. He tells us that
after we die Jesus will have a review of our lives. He will ask us these
questions: “When you were on earth did you give me food when I was
hungry? Water when I was thirsty? A welcome me when I was a traveler?
When I was sick and in prison did you visit me.”we might say:Jesus! When
did me meet you yourself ? 7 He answers : "When you did something good
for those suffering people you really did it to me myself.” What a great
challenge for us now!

In Japan, who are hungry? Beside the homeless, there is a great hunger
in hearts. Jesus might ask us : “Did you give a warm smile to people, say
“well done” or “thank you”? Such kindness feeds lonely hearts!

In Japan we have a lot of water, but a massive number of thirsty hearts.
They are the lonely and sad people. Do we give them the water of a warm
welcome, a bright greeting, an encouraging visit or telephone call?

In Japan ‘The traveler ’ of the Gospel could be the migrant worker or those
who have just moved into our neighborhood, or those men on work away
from home. Do we give such a warm welcome or just pretend they are not
there?

In Japan beside the sick in hospital there are those afflicted with stress,
depression, addiction and worries. Jesus will ask us: ”’Did you give kindness
and support to these people.”

In Japan there are people actually in prisons with high walls and bars on
the windows but also prisoners of the heart, people confined to bed.

There are people who shut themselves into their room and do not come out
to meet people.

There are those who are bullied or harassed by words or actions. There
are many many lonely people in Japan. Do we give them a word of
encouragement?

Mother Teresa says this: “The greatest sickness in the world today is not
leprosy or cancer or TB. It is loneliness. The greatest evil today i1s our
indifference and coldness towards such lonely people”

Jesus will ask us these questions when we come to the gate of Heaven.
What will be our answer? Let us remember the reward! Eternal life. Let us
taste it!
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