3rd Sunday Lent year B 3/3/24
Scripture: Exod. 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Cor 1:22-25; John 2:13-25

For a prayer during Lent I recommend this prayer. Take your crucifix
from your home alter, or wall, or prayer nook, then hold the crucifix in your
hand. Then look intently at your crucifix for 10 minutes. The crucifix tells
us that Jesus loves each one of us and gave up his life because Jesus loves
us.

This prayer is making concrete the Scripture reading (2nd) of St. Paul.
Let us put Paul’s words in a modern context. Some people when they see
the crucifix say “fearful”, “cruel”’. Others say “a dead God! That 1is
unthinkable”. And some of us are so used to seeing a crucifix that we have
lost the message and meaning of the death of Jesus on the cross.

Let us put new life into our hearts. Let us taste the living love of Jesus
for all of us. Jesus offered his life and death for each of us. Thanks to that
death we now enjoy a warm relationship with God. God is not distant. God
1s close and gives us a warm relationship.

Our God, Jesus, 1s NOT a dead God. Jesus died and then rose from the
dead with new life. Jesus, our God, lives beside each one of us. We can talk
to him as friend to friend.

A concrete example of a warm conversation with Jesus as a friend in the
same way as the Samarian woman at the well. (John 4:1-14) Jesus as God,
knows everything about us- but always accepts us as-we-are.

In the Gospel we see an angry Jesus. This anger is not for himself but for
poor people who are being charged higher prices for goods bought within
the Temple itself. The Temple priests are using religion to make money,
and this hurts both God and the poor. Jesus desires justice, both then and
Now.
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4th Sunday LENT Year B 10/3/24
Scripture: Chron 2 36:14-23; Psalm 137; Ephes. 2:4-10; John 3:14-21

Thorough the Scripture of today’s readings, our God, in a living voice, is
saying to us: “I love each one of you with a very deep love.”

The Gospel tells us that God, who created human beings, loved us so much
that He sent his Son into the world to give us happiness. That love is for
the world in general. But the Son of God, Jesus, gave to each one of us
personally, to be a friend of God — and to be a child of the Father who loves
each one of us. We have been given a wonderful present from God. God has
shown us his Son, Jesus. Jesus sacrificed his life to win for us all these gifts.

In the second reading, St. Paul states very strongly that knowing and
meeting Jesus is a pure gift from God. We did not earn these blessing. Jesus
says to each of us : “You did not choose me, I choose you.” (John 15:16) We
are immersed in God’s love. This 1s all a gift from God. When we receive a
gift, it is polite to say “thank you”. Let us thank God for his gift. Let us say
‘thank you ’to Jesus.

Recently I received a small gift from a person. The gift was something that
I could use in my garden plot. I felt a special feeling of gratitude. When I
said ‘thank you’ I really meant it!

As Lent ends, let us ponder about the wonderful gift that God has given
us. In prayer, let us say “thank you” to God — and really mean it.

But sometimes we meet suffering as did the people in the 1st reading.
They were exiled to Babilon. God heard their cries for freedom. But this
took time. It is the same with us too. Let us pray and wait in hope and
confidence. God loves us. God hears our prayer. Jesus is with us in suffering.
PEACE WILL COME. God gives us encouragement, hope and strength. “As
sure as the drawn comes, so will our God come to us.” (Hosea 6:3)

We Christians have been given a truly marvelous present from God. God
asks us to share his gift — with others. God’s gifts are for sharing with others.
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5th Sunday LENT Year B 17/3/24
Scripture:dJeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51; Heb. 5:7-9; John 12:20-33

Just last week a priest said to me. “Covenant” is a difficult word, not many
understand the meaning.” I thought: “How sad!”

In today’s first scripture reading from the prophet Jeremiah, in 4 short
verses the word covenant appears 4 times. Jeremiah is telling us that there
will be a ‘new covenant’

Let us look at this very important word, and its meaning. Let us call it ‘a
mutual promise” Two people make a promise to each other. Then as on out
word, visible sign of those 2 promises, the 2 parties put their seal on the
contract.

For example: A person gets a carpenter to reform his house. The carpenter
lists the details of his work and promises to fulfil the work. The house
holder promises to pay a decided price. This mutual promise (or covenant)
1s guaranteed by both parties pressing their personal seal into a red
substance called ‘flesh’. This is the color of blood. So, in truth, ‘covenant’ is
a truly Japanese custom.

The first solemn promise by God as humans was made with Abraham and
his descendants. Jesus made a new solemn promise to each of us today.
Jesus fulfils the prophecy of Jeremiah in today’s reading. At the Last
Supper Jesus said: “This is my blood of the new and everlasting covenant.”

So far in this homily I have tried to explain the background to the solemn
promise that God makes with each of us.

What follows is a truly wonderful on a beautiful happening in the life of
each of us.

At our Baptism, God himself who gave us life makes a solemn promise to
each of us through the church and through Scripture. The promise of God
1s like this. God promises: “You are my child. I love you. You are precious
1In my eyes, so fear not. I will care for you. I will protect you for your whole
life. My promise has no conditions. Even if you forget me or even if you deny
me, I will not punish you. I will wait for you to come back to me.”

Jesus put his seal to his promise with his blood on the Cross. Jesus, by
dying give us life. But let us remember that it is a mutual, 2-way promise:
“My God I trust your promise. I will try with your help to walk the path of
life that Jesus gave us. My gentle God, as you know, I as a human, am very
weak. But even if I fall, I can come back to you. You wipe away my sin
(Psalm 51)
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PASSION (PALM) Sunday Year B 24/3/24

Scripture: Mark 11:1-10; Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22; Philippians 2: 6-11; Mark
15:1-39

Sunday 1s the 1st day of Holy Week. We celebrate the Last Supper on
Thursday, the death of Jesus on Friday and the Resurrection on Sunday
31st.

Today 1s called Passion Sunday, also called Palm Sunday. With the
blessing of the branches, we process to the altar recalling how Jesus entered
Jerusalem on a donkey. Jesus chose donkey because that animal is a
symbol of peace. The horse is a symbol of war. Let us ask Jesus to give us
peace — in our own heart, in our family, and having an open heart, for the
world — in Ukraine, Gaza — Israel, Sudan, Yemen and Myanmar. Pray for
the millions of people who face death by starvation.

The Scripture reading from Isaiah is called ‘The Song of the Suffering
Servant’. The Suffering Jesus fulfills this prophecy. The back of Jesus is
wounded with whips. The soldiers do the ultimate insult by spitting on
Jesus. Jesus is human and feels these insults, the betrayal and ingratitude
deeply.

THIS FOLLOWING IS IMPORTANT. Let us not stop at the pain, the
wounds, the insults only, but more importantly the LOVE behind wounds.
That love Jesus gives us today.

God gives the Servant ‘Speech to encourage the weary’ (Isaiah 50:4). Jesus
says “All who are weary, come to me.” Jesus has experienced suffering, and
1s always at our side when we meet suffering.

But we humans when we meet suffering, worry or sickness often do not
FEEL that Jesus 1s nearby. We feel empty with no consolation. This is a
human experience. Jesus on the cross prayed Psalm 22. “My God! My God!
Why have you forsaken me?” When we meet suffering and feel empty, with
no consolation, it is healthy to complain to God. We may not feel that Jesus
1s supporting us, but JESUS IS BESIDE US. As in Psalm 22, gradually
hope will come to us and we will be able to tell others how kind and
strengthening is our God, Jesus.

In Mark’s Gospel Simon of Cyrene is forced by the soldiers to help Jesus
carry his cross. However, in these strange circumstances Simon meets the
gentle Jesus. Simon and his two sons become followers of Jesus and work
in the early church.

During Holy Week let us read about the sufferings of Jesus in the Gospel
of Mark. Jesus loves us. By the suffering of Jesus, we become loved children



of God, our Father. Let us say “Thank you’ to Jesus and share his gifts with
others.
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Easter Sunday year B 31/3/24
Scripture: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118; 1 Cor 5:6-8; John 20:1-9

When today we read the Gospel we meet a gentle, compassionate Jesus,
who 1s our God. We see Jesus so compassionate with the widow of Naim
where only child has died. We see Jesus give companionship to lonely
Zacchaeus. We see Jesus cry with the two sisters of Lazarus who died. They
were friends of Jesus.

But Jesus met those people 2000 years ago in a small middle-east country.

Exactly the same Jesus is alive today and lives amongst us — thanks to
the Resurrection. The Risen Jesus i1s alive today. Jesus gives us support,
guidance, encouragement, friendship and love. That is what the
Resurrection means to us today. The Risen Jesus walks the path of life with
us. Jesus is our fellow traveler. We are never alone. The last words of Jesus
on earth were: “I am with you.” In a living voice Jesus says those words full
of encouragement and love: “I am with you. I am beside you always.”

My appreciation of what the Resurrection really meant in a deep way
came to me when I was assistant priest in Chigasaki. In my “Pray the Bible”
class there were 3 elderly gentlemen. One was Mr. Tanabe. Tanabe- san’s
wife had died. He lived with his daughter and son-in-law. But then the son-
in-law was appointed by his company to work for 3 years in the U.S. Mr.
Tanabe lived alone. One day one of his Bible class friends came while
Tanabe-san was eating his evening meal. The friend said: “Tanabe-san,
aren’t you lonely eating by yourself?” Tanabe-san answered: “I am never
alone. I have my meal with Jesus.”

THAT is WHAT THE RESURRECTION MEANS. Jesus, our God who
experienced our humanity, is risen and lives beside us always, - not only at
pray time, but in everything we do.

Let us keep in daily contact with this kind Jesus in prayer. Each morning,
ask Jesus to walk with you during the day.

And let us share the gentleness of the Risen Jesus with others.
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