CORPUS CHRIST THE BODY OF CHRIST Year B 2/6/24
Scripture: Exodus 24:3-8; Psalm 116; Heb 9:11-15; Mark 14:22-26

In the readings for today’s Mass, the Body of Christ, there are 3 important

words;
Covenant
Blood
Memory.

To understand the deep meaning of these 3 words, we need to go back to
the ancient history of us humas.

When 2 nations or tribes had been at war or apart from each other, decided
to make peace and be friends and support each other, each made a solemn
promise to each other. This mutual solemn vow was called a covenant.

As a sign or symbol that each would keep the promise, each signed with
his blood. This meant that each would keep the promise even at the cost of
one’s life’s blood. Blood was the symbol of life. Some used their own human
blood, some used the blood of animals.

Echoes of this way still exist in Japan today. There is ‘blood seal’, and even
in ordinary everyday seal we use ‘syuniku’ which is the color of blood.

In Scripture, God himself makes a solemn promise to humans. First with
Abraham and his descendants. God promises: “I will be always with you. I
will guard you. I will be your shield.”

Jesus renewed this solemn promise of God to us humans and sealed it with
his Blood.

On the night before Jesus sacrificed his life, in a family liturgy, took
unleavened bread and said over it: “This 1s my Body.” The word used for
body ‘sarx’, means ‘my very self’. Then Jesus took the Cup and said “This is
my Blood of the new and everlasting Covenant. Do this in memory of me.”

Here ‘memory’ has a very ancient meaning. It means that when we call to
mind an event that is past, that event becomes real to us today.

In the most primal religion in the world, the Aborigines of Australia, never
having any influence from outside, have this ritual. In solemn dance they
recall events of the past, and for them, these become present to them today.

In our Mass, Jesus tells these encouraging words. “I am with you. I will
guard you. This is my solemn promise.” Jesus loves us.

Then Jesus gives us his very self in Holy Communion. Jesus comes to
enter our hearts under the form of food. Ordinary food nourishes our body.
This hearting food, Holy Communion, nourishes our heats. We are given
energy to walk the path of life with Jesus.



Jesus promises: I will guard you. Our promises: Jesus, I give myself to you.
I trust you.
Happy are we who are called to His Supper.
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10th Sunday Year B 9/6/24
Scripture : Gen.3:9-15; Psalm130; 2Cor.4:13~5:1; Mark3:20-35

The first book in the Bible is Genesis. Genesis is not actual history, it is a
God-story. Genesis is not a fairy story. Genesis is a story given us by God
with a very important message. The message in this: God created this world
and we humans who live in it. And God is telling us to take care of life and
the world. Let us value the green of nature, and the air we breath. And let
us care for this world where our temperature is getting warmer.

Then in chapter 3 of Genesis (today’s reading), we are told that we
humans are tempted to stray from God’s path. We often give in to those
temptations. Let us not blame another person for the felt. Let us say:“I have
sinned through my own fault.” (as we say at the beginning of each Mass;
There are faults of word, thought, deed and omission.) The Responsorial
Psalm 130 must be a real, honest response. Our God is not a punishing God
but full of mercy, compassion and forgiveness. Our God understands that
we humans are weak and at times air at the target, but miss it. At the
Psalm says: “You God, give us forgiveness. You give us your compassion.”
We humans are only really happy when we have a warm relationship with
God. Sin put a high fence between ourselves and God. When we tell God
that we are really sorry for straying, God knocks down that fence. God
returns us to the warm relationship. We taste peace.

We enjoy that warm relationship by calling it to mind when we pray.
Prayer is most important for us to let God tell us that He loves us.

In the Gospel today Jesus tells us that all sin can be forgiven, except a sin
against the Holy Spirit. This sin is when a person holds the God is evil, and
in pride continues to hold this. A barrier is set up by that person between
himself and God. Our God is full of compassion, understanding and love.
Let us keep 1n contact with our kind God. God’s compassion is our peace.
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11th Sunday Year B 16/6/24
Scripture: Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10; Mark 4:26-34

Let us spend one hour thanking God for all the good things He has given
us. (Let us for one hour put aside worries, problems, and any sufferings.)

We call our God ‘the maker of all creation’. In the atmosphere of the
Ezekiel reading, and Psalm 92 and Jesus® words in the Gospel. Let us thank
God for the green of nature, the plants and the birds.

Last week NHK news showed 600 people planting rice seedings. They
came from the district and from distant places — especially town people. It
was like a festival. All were ankle deep in the mud of the paddy — all were
having fun. One young man held up a rice seeding and looked at it in
wonder. Let us in our imagination get back to our roots.

It is God who puts life in a tiny seed, makes it grow, makes it produce
fruit. The rice seeding gives us rice on our table. Let us not take nature for
granted. Let us thank God for this beautiful gift. We can also look at flowers
and fruit.

We also call our God ‘the source of life’. We are alive!! Life is a great gift.
Let us thank our father & mother as the instrument of life from God. Let
us not take our life for granted.

St. Paul in the 2nd reading takes us to a higher level. God has given us
the gift of faith. With Jesus as our travelling companion, we walk the path
of life. Our destination is eternal life with Jesus Christ in Heaven. Thank
you, God!

In the Gospel Jesus tells us that the gift of faith is like a very small
mustard-seed. Our faith gradually develops. We need to keep in contact
with Jesus the saver especially in prayer. With Jesus as our path
companion, we can walk life with confidence — St. Paul tells us. Recall the
good things of our life and say ‘Thank you, God’. And share.
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12th Sunday Year B 23/6/24
Scripture: Job 38:1-11; Psalm 107; 2Cor. 5:14-17; Mark 4:35-41

Let us look at today’s Gospel scene. Jesus had been telling over 5000
people about God’s love. This was on the east side of the Lake of Galilee.
Jesus 1s now returning to the west side by boat, with his disciples. As is
common on Lake Galilee, a sudden, violent storm hits the boat. It is about
to sink. But Jesus is asleep in the boat. The disciples wake Jesus and plead
“Please save us.” Jesus says: “Why do you still doubt?” Jesus stands up,
using the power of God Jesus says to the storm “Be still” From fearsome
high waves the lake becomes still. The disciples are full of awe.

That scene was 2000 years ago! What does it mean to us today?

We humans experience storms of the heart. For example, pain of body and
mind, loneliness, sadness, stress, worries and problems, broken
relationships, discrimination, bullying, depression, sickness and many
other ‘storms’ Jesus invites us: “Come to me ....” We pray with our storm
full heart and at times nothing seems to happen. Is Jesus asleep? Is our
prayer not heard?

Our prayer in distress is NEVER NEVER wasted, sometimes the answer
from Jesus takes time. Sometimes our prayer is answered in a different
way. Our prayer is NEVER wasted. Jesus tell us: “Ask and you shall receive.
But when you ask for an egg, would I give you a scorpion.”

Jesus as a true human experienced great fear about the way the
Pharisees were planning to kill him. In the garden of olives Jesus prayed
to God the Father. “Fathe please take this suffering away from me. But not
my will, you love me and I leave everything to you.”

Jesus says today in a living voice: “Come to me, all you who are tired and
are burdened with heavy loads of suffering. I will refresh you.”

Let us trust Jesus to give us the best answer to our cry to him.

And let us be instruments of peace and encouragement to others.
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13th Sunday Year B 30/6/24
Scripture: Wisdom 1:13-2:24; Psalm 30; 2 Cor. 8:7; Mark 5:21-43

Sometimes an experience of long ago still remains in our memory and even
now has an influence on us.

At 28, I was chief priest of the church in Kushimoto-cho, Wakayama
Province. I was visiting our Sunday School teacher, knew the woman who
lived next door. She was sickly. I asked my teacher: “What 1s your
neighbor’s sickness?” He gave me a skillful answer! He did not use medical
language but said: “She has the same sickness as the woman who touched
the cloak of Jesus.” I had met her. She never went outside her dark room
and was in the depths of loneliness, and embarrassment.

A woman 1n the depths of loneliness, just like the woman in Kushimoto,
touched the cloak of Jesus. The power of God goes out of Jesus and she is
cured. Then Jesus gently brings her out of darkness to meet people again.
Jesus says: “My daughter, be at peace. Go out in health.”

Jesus shows compassion, understanding and fellow-feeling to this woman.
We can meet the same gentle Jesus in our homes when we pray, and in our
church, we receive Jesus into our hearts at Holy Communion. Jesus is the
same yesterday, today and forever.

After this cure. Jesus goes into the home of Jairos. People tell Jesus “She
1s already dead.” Jesus goes in, lays his hand on the young girl and says:
“TARITA KUMU” Mark gives us the actual words in the language that
Jesus used “Young girl. I say to you, get up.” The actual words of Jesus
make this scene alive! Everyone 1s so surprised to see her alive again. They
are full of wonder and celebration. They forget the young girl herself. She
has not feed for a long time. She is hungry. Jesus is so thoughtful, and says
“Give her something to eat.”

Endo Shusaku calls the miracles of Jesus: “A STORY OF COMPASSIN”
In other words, we today can taste the compassion behind the miracle of
2000 years ago.

Let us go to this thoughtful, compassionate, understanding and full of
fellow-feeling Jesus in prayer in our own homes and in Holy Communion.
Jesus gives us a gentle invitation: “Come to me.....”

We meet Jesus in the Gospels. Jesus is the same today as that time long
ago. Jesus 1is alive.
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