27th Sunday Year B 6/10/24
Scripture : Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm128; Hebrews 9-11; Ma r ¢ 10:2-16

The Gospel of today has 2 themes. The first is the teaching of Jesus on
married life. The second is the attitude of Jesus (then and today) towards
children and mothers.

The 1st scene: the Pharisees were often trying to lay a trap for Jesus.
They ask him “Can a man divorce his wife.” In that society and area, men
were No 1, woman way down the list! The Pharisees had made it easy for
a man to divorce his wife using the smallest of reasons. Jesus tells that
God does not think that way. A man and wife marry for life.

The church following this teaching has the 2 of their reading take this
oath. Each take this oath “I take you as my partner for life — during good
times and bad, sickness and in health till death do us part.”

I as the priest emphasize the words in the ceremony “God is our help
and our strength.” Without God’s help this oath cannot be kept. So I
advise the couple to ask for that help and rely on it. I emphasize the word
“mutual” (otagai). I give the couple the prayer of St. Francis “The Pray of
Peace”

My observation is the self-centeredness is the enemy of a happy
marriage. I ask the couple: “Do you know and accept your partner’s strong
point and weak point? True and practical love is accepting your partner as
he or she is. That is not always easy. So we all need the help and strength
that our kind God gives us. I once knew a couple in their 60’s who were
obviously a happy and sharing couple. I asked then: “What 1s the secret of
your happy married life?” Their answer surprised me. They said: “Father,
I think the word love is over stressed. We both have friendship.

Pope Francis in a talk to married couples said: “There are 2 important
words in married life. “Thank you” should be used often and “I am sorry”
when necessary.

Finally in today’s Gospel, we have a beautiful example of the kindness
and thoughtfulness of Jesus. Jesus had been talking outside to a large
cloud. So Jesus was tired. As Jesus finished talking mothers come and
asked Jesus to bless their children. But the fussy disciples told the
mothers to go away. But Jesus said “Let them calls to me.” And he
blessed each child giving the mothers encouragement.

Our Risen Jesus is the same today. Let us go to Jesus in prayer with
confidence. Jesus today towards us is “rich in mercy and his deep
compassion”
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28th Sunday Year B 13/10/24
Scripture: Wisdom 7:7-11; Psalms 90; Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-30

What is wisdom? There is the wisdom of the world. Graduates from our
universities often have this kind of wisdom.

However, there is a different kind of wisdom. This wisdom is gift from
God and be in the hearts of very poor and uneducated as well as humble
university graduates.

In the first Scripture reading, we read “I prayed for wisdom. It is a
precious gift that value more than this world’s richest.”

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is asking us this question: “How do you regard
this world’s goods and your property in life?” In other words, Jesus is
asking us we put God first. In other words, too, Jesus 1s asking us “Do you
really realize the true purpose of your life on earth?”

The question to Jesus by the man in the Gospel is: “What must I do to
inherit eternal life?” Let us deeply ponder this very important question. It
1s the most important and fundamental question in our whole life! Jesus
answers: “Love God and your neighbor. But be careful of the danger of
putting too much emphasis on this world’s goods.”

Let us ask ourselves “What is the center of my life? Is it material things
or getting on financially in life, or even is it having a good name?”

There 1s a hymn: “Jesus 1s Number One”. If Jesus 1s number one in our
life, all else will follow. If we are comfortable in this life, let us thank God
and share. Is such a way of living possible? Yes, all things are possible if
we rely on God.

Jesus locked intently at the man and loved him. The love of Jesus for
him did not stop even though he refused the invitation. The love of Jesus
has no conditions.

Let us pray for the wisdom to realize this love.
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29th Sunday Year B 20/10/24
Scripture: Isaiah 53:10-11; Psalm 33; Hebrew 4:14-16; Mark 10:35-45

The incarnation is the basis of our religion. God himself who create us,
left Heaven and become a true human, 100% human. That God who
become human, Jesus be one the representative of every human being.
Jesus endured terrible suffering, but suffering earned us human to be
resembled to God.

Thanks to Jesus we can face not with fear, but with confidence and love.
As Isaiah tells us in the first reading: “By his suffering my servant (Jesus)
has justified mercy.”

And as Jesus says in today’s Gospel: “The son of man did not come to be
served, but to serve and after his life as a reason for mercy.”

Let us ask ourselves this question. “How do I personally see God? Is God a
bit strict and distant? Or is God gentle and lives each of us as his child
whom he loves and cares for very much?”

Jesus, our God is united to Father the Holy Spirit.

In today’s letter to the Hebrews is a Bible message that I like very
much.

Our God Jesus become human and feels our human weakness with us.
Jesus was tempted and suffered. So, we can go to Jesus who is the source
of grace with confidence, knowing that we will receive the help we need.

That 1s a beautiful and encouraging message. Let us ponder it well.
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30th Sunday YearB 27/10/24
Scripture: Jer. 31:7-9; Psalm 126; Heb. 5:1-6; Mark 10:46-52

Prayer is very very important in our lives as followers of Jesus.

There are various ways of prayer. Today, I would like to offer just one
way of many. It is the prayer of imagination. We imagine a scene in the
life of Jesus. We enter into the scene — not as a by-stander, but live in our
1magination that scene. There is Jesus. We enter into the body and heart
of those Jesus meets and talks to.

There is no person with perfect faith. We all have imperfect and weak
faith. In other words, we are blind in our hearts. Before we start imaging,
let us admit our weak faith.

Now, let us imagine the scene in today’s Gospel.

Let each of say to ourselves: “I am Bartimaeus.” I am blind. I sit on the
side of the sandy road in Jeriko. I hear the noise of a large crowd. I
ask : "What that commotion?” They tell me that is Jesus of Nazareth. I
cry out loudly : "Jesus, Son of David have mercy on me.” People tell me :
“Be quiet! You are nuisance.” But I call out louder. Jesus hears my prayer
and comes to me. Jesus asks me : “What do you want?” I tell Jesus :
“Load, I would like to see.” Jesus touched my eyes and said : “Your trust
1in me has saved you.” So now, I walk the path of Jesus with hope, joy,
peace and meaning. I have tasted the immense love of Jesus my God.

That 1s the scene of 2000 years ago in Jeriko. The scene Jesus, Risen, is
alive and beside us. Jesus hears us as we cry out.

The Prayer of imagination goes from head to the heart.

Let make a quiet heart. Relax. Put aside smartphones, problems,
worries, being busy, and cancel all the static in our hearts. Let each of us
say : “I am Bartimaeus. I am blind. I sit on the side of the road.” Let us
meet Jesus. Let us walk his path with a deeper faith, with joy, hope, peace
and meaning. Let us taste the immense love that Jesus, our God, has for
each of us. Let us share that love.
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